Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

2/6/2018 8:46:14 PM
Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]

Accepted: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
CBN Studio, 1919 M St NW, WDC

2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM
2/7/2018 7:15:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

2/1/2018 6:18:56 PM
Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]

Accepted: Pre-Brief: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Administrator's Office

2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM
2/7/2018 7:00:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

2/1/2018 6:18:55 PM
Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]

Accepted: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Administrator's Office

2/7/2018 7:00:00 PM
2/7/2018 7:20:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

1/17/2018 10:36:35 PM
Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]

Accepted: HOLD: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Administrator's Office

1/31/2018 3:30:00 PM
1/31/2018 4:00:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

9/18/2017 3:54:27 PM
Reaves, Doretta [Reaves.Doretta@epa.gov]

Declined: Faith-Based Meeting with National Religious Partnership for the Environment
WIJC North 1433

9/14/2017 7:00:00 PM
9/14/2017 8:00:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

9/14/2017 12:09:41 PM
Reaves, Doretta [Reaves.Doretta@epa.gov]

Accepted: Faith-Based Meeting with National Religious Partnership for the Environment
WIJC North 1433

9/14/2017 7:00:00 PM
9/14/2017 8:00:00 PM

(none)

ED_002539_00000135-00001



Appointment

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/26/2018 4:37:18 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan

[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Subject: Canceled: HOLD: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Location: Administrator's Office
Start: 1/31/2018 3:30:00 PM
End: 1/31/2018 4:00:00 PM

Show Time As: Free

importance: High
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Appointment

From: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 5:33:48 PM
To: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan

[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: Pre-Brief: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Location: Administrator's Office
Start: 2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM
End: 2/7/2018 7:00:00 PM

Show Time As: Busy
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Appointment

From: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 5:33:19 PM
To: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan

[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Location: CBN Studio, 1919 M St NW, WDC

Start: 2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM

End: 2/7/2018 7:15:00 PM

Show Time As: Busy
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Appointment

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]
Sent: 3/12/2018 9:46:50 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Subject: Call re CS Monitor Breakfast
Location: Linda to call Liz

Start: 3/14/2018 2:00:00 PM

End: 3/14/2018 2:30:00 PM

Show Time As: Busy

Dear Ms. Bowman,

| had the pleasure of speaking with Administrator Pruitt at the recent Gridiron Dinner. (I'm a member of the club, and performed
in the show.} | mentioned to him that | am the new host of the Monitor Breakfasis, and that we would love to have him as our
guest. He told me to contact you about setting that up.

Our goal in hosting newsmaker breakfasts is to provide a forum for civilized, in-depth discussion between top officials and
journalists. We strive for an exploration of ideas without the "gotcha” aspects of a press conference or brief cable TV hits.

Recent guests include House Ways & Means Chairman Kevin Brady and White House Director of Legislative Affairs Marc
Short. The C-SPAN video of our breakfast with Mr. Short can be found at: http/ics prn/2sViRYsd.

The format of our gatherings is simple. After | offer a brief introduction of the speaker and spell out ground rules, we ask our
guest to make 5-6 minutes of opening remarks and then we go to guestions for the balance of the hour. | call on reporters
by name and affiliation, so Mr. Pruitt will know who is questioning him.

A Monitor-hosted breakfast with reporters would be a highly efficient use of the Administrator’s time. Our on-the-record
meetings at the dignified and secure 8. Regis Holel last precisely one hour. In addition to major print outlets, including The Wall
Street Journal, The New York Times, and The Washingion Post, the group also includes on-line news organizations such as
Politico, Newsmax, Daily Caller, and Real Clear Politics, and correspondents from NPR, TV networks, and the wires.

if the guest is willing, we invite C-SPAN cameras to cover our gatherings, expanding their potential reach.

We are eager to work with you to find a morning when a Monitor Breakfast would fit into Mr. Pruitt’s schedule.

Please feel free to call me if you'd like to discuss our invitation.

Best wishes,

Linda Feldmann

242-481-6644

: Personal Phone /Ex. 6 ¥
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Message

From: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/27/2017 12:56:59 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: For your review

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy : ‘mot’“el

From: Brennan, Thomas

Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 8:48 AM

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: For your review

Hi Nancy,
Here is what we discussed yesterday at OPA staff meeting.

Tom

ADVOCACY

Faith leaders pray for Pruitt to prevent warming
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»

Falth leaders pray for actlon on olimate change outslde WE EPA

A dozen Protestant, evangelical, Catholic and Jewish religious leaders, donning white medical face masks, knelt in prayer
before U.S. EPA yesterday afternoon to call for action on climate change.

"Many people in the environmental movement don't realize that the sleeping giant of climate change is religion, because
religion sees this as the No. 1 moral challenge that society faces," said Frederick Krueger, executive coordinator for the
National Religious Coalition on Creation Care.

Earlier that day, the interfaith group had met with the agency's Office of Public Engagement and Environmental Education
to emphasize how environmental issues are important to Americans from a broad spectrum of religious backgrounds.
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt was not in attendance.

"Administrator Pruitt needs to hear from a broader array of religious voices, and | have seen the stories of who he is
meeting with, the evangelicals, and he needs to meet with evangelicals who believe in climate science," said the Rev.
Richard Cizik, an evangelical pastor with Interfaith Power and Light.

He noted that Pruitt, a Southern Baptist, has reportedly met with right-wing religious leaders who openly question
mainstream climate science. But those views aren't representative of many evangelicals around the country, who together
make up roughly a third of the U.S. population.

Advertisement

"Frankly, most evangelicals have come to believe from the most recent [National Association of Evangelicals] statement
that climate change is real and that we are causing it," Cizik said.

Pruitt, who identified himself as a "Christ Follower" on his Oklahoma attorney general Twitter bio, has long made his faith
an important part of his life. Since moving to D.C., his schedule shows he has attended a number of Cabinet-member
Bible studies with Ralph Drollinger, who taught that God intended for the rest of creation to serve man (Climafewire, July
14).

Members of the group raised a number of issues yesterday with EPA, from the severity of recent hurricanes in the Eastern
U.S. and wildfires in California, to the impact of melting Antarctic ice sheets on global sea-level rise. They all brought the
perspective of their own religious tradition to the meeting, but they shared a common message.

"We all focused in on one thing: We've all got to be invoking the original purpose of the EPA, which is to make our nation
clean and healthy through regulation and not by dispensing with regulation,” Krueger said.

Recent political appointee Stephen Gordon, deputy director for public engagement, led the meeting with the
group. Gordon joined the agency in September after working as a manager of corporate relations at the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce for the past two years, according to his Linkedin page. Krueger said Gordon's
inexperience with environmental issues was evident in the meeting.

"He was trying, but he was new. He didn’t know any issues. You wonder why someone gets put in that kind of
position representing the interface with the public on behalf of the EPA," said Krueger.

it's not new for religious leaders to talk about climate change. Some faiths, like Roman Catholicism, have been discussing
the issue since the early 1970s. Now as the Trump administration rolls back regulations, some religious leaders felt it was
important to speak out.

The Rev. Owen Owens, an ordained Methodist Baptist minister, said the group's interfaith environmental advocacy began
decades earlier when it fought to save redwood trees. That focus eventually turned to wilderness protection and then, as
the scientific evidence became clearer, to climate change.

"Everything came together around this because it is decisive, and it's also irreversible, and we're here now," Owens said.
"Most of us are not very political, but we do feel we have to speak out for the Earth and for the people, now and into the
future. If we don't do that, who is going to do that?"

ED_002539_00000781-00002
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Message

From: Dourson, Michael (doursoml) [doursoml@ucmail.uc.edu]

Sent: 9/21/2017 5:26:51 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]

CC: Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Sampson, Alison (sampsoam)

[sampsocam@ucmail.uc.edu]; Maier, Michael {maierma) [maierma@ucmail.uc.edu]; Ho, Shuk-mei (hosm)
[hosm@ucmail.uc.edu]; Pat McGinnis [mcginnis@tera.org]; Patterson, Jacqueline (patteji}) [PATTEJI@ucmail.uc.edu]
Subject: Re: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?
Attachments: image001.jpg; image002.jpg; image003.jpg

Lizand Troy

The TERA staff is quite surprised over the extreme misrepresentation of TERA’s record. At least two of them already
wrote letters to Senator Barrasso supporting my nomination. | do not think that the senior folks here would hesitate to
pen an op-ed piece, but | feel the need to leave it to you to work with them independently of me. Then again, if you

both think that | should also participate, | am willing to do so.

Jacqueline, Pat and Andy are the current leaders. They are all copied on this note back to you, have seen several of the
various stories, and know of TERA’s stellar work. Please feel free to contact them directly.

Whatever you all decide is fine by me.
Cheers!
Michael

-- Risk Science Center (formerly TERA Center)
Integrating assessments for both human and environmental health. See htip:/fwww tera org/FeoTERAindex bt

Risk Science Center

From: "Bowman, Liz" <Bowman.Liz@epa.aov>

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 at 12:22 PM

To: Michael Dourson <doursoml@uomail.uc.edu>, "Lyons, Troy" <lvons.irov@iens. gov>

Cc: "Graham, Amy" <graham.amy@epa.pov>, "Wilcox, Jahan" <wilcon.ishan@epa.gov>, "Sampson, Alison (sampsocam)”
<sampsoamBucmailuc.edu>, Andy Maier <maierma@ucmailuc.edu>, "Ho, Shuk-mei (hosm)" <hosm@ucmall.uc.edu>,
Pat McGinnis <mgginniz@iera.org>, Jacqueline Patterson <PATTEH® uomail.uc.edu>

Subject: RE: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?

Thank you, Michael. Do you think that TERA folks would be willing to pen an op-ed on this issue? | think it
would be important to have their opinion and voice out there.

From: Dourson, Michael (doursoml) [mailto:doursomi® ucmailuc.edu]

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:24 AM

To: Lyons, Troy <lyons.irov@ispa.po>

Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <grsham.amyfepa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan
<wiiconiahan@epa.gov>; Sampson, Alison (sampsoam) <sampsoam@&ucmail.uc.edu>; Maier, Michael {maierma)
<maierma@iucmailuc.edu>; Ho, Shuk-mei (hosm) <hgsmi@ucmailuc.edu>; Pat McGinnis <mginnisi@iera.org>;
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Patterson, Jacqueline (patteji) <PATTEH@ucmalluc.edu>
Subject: FW: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?

Troy

Two senior staff offered me some suggestions on my responses below. | show them here for completeness of thought
in a strike and replace mode using blue text for the suggestions. | can work this into a clean version, if needed by you
and your colleagues. The bottom line is that TERA was designed to be, and still is, a place where integrity is honored and
the science is always approached in a neutral, sponsor-independent manner. TERA has not done anything wrong,
dishonest or illegal. Our core values and operating conduct are opening stated. Our peer reviews receive high marks,
even from EPA’s IG. All of TERA's staff are proud of, and stand behind, our collective achievements.

Cheers!
Michael

— Risk Science Center (formerly TERA Center) sponsors the International Toxicity Estimates for Risk (ITER) database of
risk assessment values on Toxnet: hittg/Soxnet sl nih.gov/

Risk Science Center

From: Dourson, Michael (doursoml) [mailto:doursomi® ucmail.uc.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 8:48 PM

To: Ayers, Valerie (ayersvj); UC Bernard Gadagbui; UC Jacqueline Patterson; UC John Reichard; UC Lynne Haber; UC Andy
Maier; UC Mike Dourson; Nance, Patricia (nancepm); UC Ann Parker; Pat McGinnis; Vincent, Melissa (vincenmj);
Pecquet, Alison {pecqueam); UC Reena Sandhu; Ovesen, Jerald (oversejl}; Allen, Casey (allen2cy); Frank, Evan (franken)
Subject: FW: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?

Dear Colleagues

The first of two emails. This is the first time | was asked to provide a response. EPA folks are now arguing whether or
not to send it. One side says it just feeds the the other side; others are arguing that some kind of response is needed
because otherwise silence appears to confirm the stories. Please maintain a radio silence, however. If we get to speak, |
will ask for your help.

Cheers!

ED_002539_00001582-00002



Michael

—The right to search for the truth implies also a duty; one must not conceal any part of what one has recognized to be
true. Albert Einstein.

From: Michael Dourson <doursomi@uomail uc.edu>

Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 at 3:14 PM

To: "Bowman, Liz" <Bowman.Liz@epa.govw

Cc: "Graham, Amy" <graham.amviB@ena.gov>, "Wilcox, Jahan" <wilcox.lahan@epa,gov>, "Lyons, Troy'
<lyons.troyv@ena.gov>, "Sampson, Alison (sampsoam)” <szmpsoam@ucmailuc.edu>, Andy Maier
<malerma@ucmailucedu>, "Ho, Shuk-mei (hosm)" <hosm@uomail.uc.edu>

Subject: Re: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?

Liz

Gladly. See my responses below in red text. Thanks for the opportunity to help!

Michael...

...L. Dourson, Ph.D., DABT, FATS, FSRA
Professor

Risk Science Center (formerly TERA)
Department of Environmental Health
University of Cincinnati, College of Medicine
160 Panzeca Way

Cincinnati OH 45267-0056

michael.dourson@uc.edu

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

hito://eh uceduftera
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From: "Bowman, Liz" <Bopwman.LizBepa.gov>

Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 at 2:16 PM

To: Michael Dourson <ggursomi@ucmailuc.edu>

Cc: "Graham, Amy" <graham.amy@epa.gov>, "Wilcox, Jahan" <wilcox.ishan®epa.gov>, "Lyons, Troy"
<lons.roy@epagov>

Subject: Response to: EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS?

Hi Dr. Dourson — Please let me know if you have specific responses/push backs to this article. And please especially note
any falsehoods or inaccuracies. Thank you — Liz

EPA NOMINEE ONCE HELPED CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, LOBBYISTS

By:

WASHINGTON -- President Donald Trump's nominee to oversee chemical safety at the Environmental Protection Agency
has for years accepted payments for criticizing studies that raised concerns about the safety of his clients' products,
according to a review of financial records and his published work by The Associated Press. TERA has spent 1/3 of its
fime working with industry sponsors and 2/3 of its time working with government sponsors. Often TERA develops
collaborations with multiple sponsors to resolve difficult risk positions. TERA SCIENTISTS HAVE ALWAYS
INDEPENDENTLY EVALUATED THE SCIENCE REGARDLESS OF WHO SPONSORS THE WORK AND HAVE basep-numersus
on SOMETIMES REACHED CONCLUSIONSthat THE SPONSORS DID NOT LIKEWERE-NGT-IN

Michael L. Dourson's nomination as head of EPA’s Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention was to be
considered by a Senate committee Wednesday, but was postponed when the Senate adjourned early for the week. If
confirmed, ethics experts said, Dourson's past writings and the money paid to him and a nonprofit he founded could
represent potential conflicts of interest.

Past corporate clients of Dourson and of a research group he ran include Dow Chemical Co., Koch Industries Inc. and
Chevron Corp. His research has also been underwritten by industry trade and lobbying groups representing the makers
of plastics, pesticides, processed foods and cigarettes. TERA was founded on the belied principlethat an independent
non-profit organization can provide a unigue function to protect human health by conducting scientific research and
methodology development on risk issues in a transparent and collaborative fashion, involving top notch scientists from

ED_002539_00001582-00004



many disciplines in business, non-profit and government sectors. One-third of TERA effort has been for industries; 2/3
has been for government groups. The TERA's five websites include numerous projects and information that
demonstrate this transparent and/or collaborative work. These projects and information are given away freely to the
public as part of TERA's 501c3 commitment.

A toxicologist, Dourson worked at the EPA for more than a decade, leaving in 1994 as the manager at a lab that assessed
the health risks of exposure to chemicals. The following year, he founded Toxicology Excellence for Risk Assessment, a
private toxicity evaluation nonprofit organization that tests chemicals and produces reports on which chemicals are
hazardous in what quantities. TERA was founded as a nonprofit Ohio corporation 1995 and later applied for an received
a 501 c3 status from the IRS. s mission was to support the protection of public health by developing, reviewing and
communicating risk assessment values and analyses; improving risk methods through research; and, educating risk
assessors, managers, and the public on risk assessment issues, TERA does not conduct toxicology tests on chemicals.

Dourson's views toward industry are consistent with others Trump has selected as top federal regulators. Among them
is EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, who in March overruled the findings of his agency's own scientists to reverse an effort
to ban chlorpyrifos, one of the nation's most widely used pesticides. TERA's view is to analyze data and apply the best
science to questions of human health risk. It is not political in any way. In fact, TERA'S FOCUS HAS ALWAYS BEEN ON
RISK ASSESSMENT SCIENCE AND NOT POLICY. WE FOCUS ON THE SCIENCE TO PROVIDE OUR BEST ESTIMATE OF THE
HEALTH RISK AND A CLEAR DESCRIPTION OF UNCERTAINTIES. THIS INFORMATION CAN THEN BE USED BY THSE MAKING
RISK-BASED DECISIONS.

Dourson and his organization previously worked under contract for Dow AgroSciences, the Dow subsidiary that makes
chlorpyrifos. In three papers, Dourson and his colleagues pointed to what they said were flaws in peer-reviewed studies
that linked delays in fetal development with even low levels of exposure to the pesticide, commonly sprayed on citrus
fruits and apples. TERA was funded by DowAgro Sciences to review the scientific studies that were used to derive the
toxicity value {Reference Dose {RfD}) developed by the EPA and other health organizations. Results of the TERA review

of the studies were published in the scientific literaturein 2005 and 2006. The science for chiorpyrifos has progressed

since the time of these publications and several new epidemiologic studies have been published THAT RAISE NEW
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In a 2005 paper on the topic, Dourson and his co-authors passed along thanks to Dow for its support over a number of
years to study chlorpyrifos' toxicology and assess its risk and said that money in no way influenced their findings favoring
the company's position. Acknowledging sponsorship is sass-a routine statement in scientific publicationAND REQUIRED
BY JOURNALS..

Dourson did not immediately respond Tuesday to emails or phone messages seeking comment.
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Sheldon Krimsky, a Tufts University professor who studies ethics in science and medicine, said appointing Dourson to
oversee EPA's chemical safety programs is part of a broader effort to undermine federal regulations protecting public
health.

"It is not even subtle,"” said Krimsky, who reviewed Dourson's recent published work. "He has chosen to be the voice of
the chemical industry. His role as a scientist is simply the role of an industry-hired lawyer - only to give the best case for
their client.” 33% of Dourson’s papers published while at TERA were sponsored by industry; 67% were sponsored by
government or self sponsored. Of Dourson's top ten MOST-cited papers, 7 WERE NOT INDUSTRY FUNDED.3 were
industry funded. Furthermore, TERA has spent 1/3 of its time working with industry sponsors and 2/2 of its time
working with government sponsors, This is because TERA BELIEVES BETTER RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED FROM BRINGING
THE RANGE OF SCIENTIFIC VIEWS TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES IN AN OPEN FORUM, { Often-FERA AND SO SEEKS TO
develops-collaborations with multiple spensers GROUPSto resolve difficult risk positions. TERA has on numerous
occasions developed risk positions that did not favor a particular sponsorand strived to present the science objectively
regardless of impact of the risk value.

In addition to its corporate clients, Douson's organization gets money from the U.S. and Canadian governments. In some
instances, companies pay the group to evaluate a chemical and it organizes a scientific panel to validate the
findings. SEEF NOTE *** BELOW The scientific panel reviews the evaluation, offering their expert opinion. Thepanels

ONE OF TERA’S MAJOR PROGRAMS 15 TO PROVIDE SCIENTIFIC PEER REVIEW BY FORMING PANELS OF INDEPENDENT
EXPERTS TO REVIEW THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR RISK EVALUATIONS. THE PROCESS IS VERY SIMILAR TO THAT USED BY
THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AS WELL AS EPA AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES TO EVALUATE GOVERNMENT
DOCUMENTS. TERA HAS PROVIDED THIS IMPORTANT PEER REVIEW OPPORTUNITY TO BOTH INDUSTRY

AND GOVERNMENT GROUPS THAT PO NOT HAVE THEIR OWN PEER REVIEW PROCESS BY STRIVING TO FORIVI PANELS

EXPOLISNGe- aﬁé e«xg&e«m&& wh ch E;-t?.\.“@‘& £ E&a&a&ce« TSI @i&&ﬁ&----@i&i@ﬂt ific-discipline-and-affiliation, TERA has CONVENED
more than 70 PEER REVIEW meetings on chemical risk assessments or risk methods, WITH QOver 50% of these meetings
wera for gc}vemment SPORSBES AGENCIES MOST M&ﬁthw}wmeetmgs HAVE BEEN open to the public TERAkas

re-Motsure-what-the previeussentence mesns-Over

According to the nonprofit's most recent publicly available IRS filing, Dourson was paid $131,000 for his work there in
2015. He separately earns $103,000 a year from the University of Cincinnati, where he holds a research
position. Dourson earned $131,000 from TERA for part of 2015 prior toleaving on July 31, 2015. The balance of 2015
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was paid for by the University of Cincinnati, College of Medicine. Dourson currently earns 5167,000 per year at this
University as a Professor of Environmental Health.

Dourson's pro-industry leanings were also evident in a now defunct website called "Kids + Chemical Safety," which his
group ran. The site, which described itself as a source of information about the safe use of chemicals around children,
mirrored talking points by chemical companies and trade groups that financed Dourson's work. This website is not
defunct. TERA CREATED THE WEBSITE USING INITIAL GRANT FUNDING FROM ACC AND SUPPORT FROM the Alliance for
Risk Assessment {4R4), the Combined Federal Campalgn {CFC) of the US Federal Government, and the public. Stories on
this kids website are written by identified experts from the Cincinnati Children's Drug & Poison Information

Canter, Harvard Superfund Research Program, N5F International, and Toxicolosy Excellence for Risk Assessment

{TERAL for parents in an easy- to-understand for the non-scientist.wawe. Other websites attempting to convey
information about potential toxic chemicals to children, such as related government websites tend to be ase either
data-dense or not user friendly; activists websites appear to be more designed to support fundraising. TERA received the

following support for this website:
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This website 15 under consideration for adoption by another group.

One 2016 article defended glycophospate, the active ingredient in Monsanto's RoundUp weedkiller, saying it was too
early to start pointing fingers. One post assured parents that exposure to fire retardant chemicals in children's pajamas
was too low to be a health risk. Dourson was paid $10,000 by the North American Flame Retardant Alliance, according to
a financial disclosure form he filed with the Office of Government Ethics. That group is a subsidiary of the American
Chemistry Council, an industry trade group that has paid Dourson to conduct scientific reviews.

Dourson's willingness to align his scientific opinions with those of his corporate patrons has earned him support from
influential industry groups now supporting his nomination.

TERA believes that independence from all parties and groups is essential in order for our science and results to
be seen as credible by all parties. TERA has instituted policies and procedures, and maintains a corporate
environment that ensures that all of our work eftorts are conducted in a manner that maintaing our
independence. We conduct all our work in a scientifically objective fashion with our results reflecting our best
critical analysis and objective evaluation of the scientific information. We are continuously vigilant to make
sure that we remain open (o new ideas, but we are not swayed or influenced by our funding sponsors, or any
other party, in reaching our conclusions or comnunicating our results,
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TERA Core Principles and Values

« Honesty and Integrity - we operate at the highest level of ethical and scientific standards, fully
communicating issues and uncertainties

« Independence - we approach our work with an open mind and objectivity, without regard to sponsor or
stakeholder interests

» Transparency - we sharve our work broadly to maximize benefit to public health

« Collaboration - we use collaboration as a fundamental and preferred approach to technical problem
resolution

These core principles guide dav-to-day TERA operations - {rom our consideration of new projects and sponsors,
to our scientific evaluations and communication of results. A number of measures insure our work is based
upon our principles. For example.

= Al of our scientific staft recognize the importance of independence and scientific objectivity and
continually monitor their projects and personal work efforts to insure we maintain our high ethical and
scientific standards  These standards are clearly communicated to all staff as part of both formal and
informal training.

« We are transparent about how we do our work and the methods and approaches we use, so that others can
evaluate and judge the strength and scientific validity of cur conclusions.

» We strive to fully characterize and communicate scientific uncertainties and limitations in our work

» We are transparent about who our funders are and what role they had, if any, in commenting on the TERA
sciennific opimions or results. We make 1t clear to all funders and sponsors of our work that TERA 15 an
independent scientific organization and as such we will provide them our independent scientific evaluation
and conclusions. We discuss {prior to starting work) the level and types of involvement of the sponsors and
other outside parties.

« We offer our independent scientific services to a broad range of sponsors, including government agencies,
industry, non-governmental organizations, and consultants. By collaborating with many types of
organizations, TERA gains an appreciation and understanding of the scientific perspectives of these various
partics. We utilize this understanding and the resulting relationships 1o identify and encourage collaboration
among a range of parties to improve risk assessment and protection of public health

» We seek to have a balance of work among public and private sector. In recent vears about 2/3 of our work
has been for government agencies and the other 1/3 for industry and others.
ces himd for a breakdown by year).

« TERA evaluates each new project to insure that it 13 mission related. will benefit public health, and that
TERA s participation will make a quality contribution to the effort. We decline projects that do not meet
these critenia,

+ We strive to publish our work in the peer-reviewed literature or on our website to make the work available
to a broad audience.
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« In addition to our paid work, TERA provides significant pro bono support to local and state governments,
NGOs and occasionally directly to the members of the public to help them address important human health
and risk issues.

The American Chemistry Council said he would make an excellent addition at EPA.

"His knowledge, experience and leadership will strengthen EPA's processes for evaluating and incorporating high quality
science into regulatory decision making," said Jon Corley, the group's spokesman.

Dourson has also served without pay for two groups, the Toxicology Forum and the Toxicology Education Foundation,
whose primary funders include the American Chemistry Council, oil companies and the makers of food additives. He has
resigned or promised to resign from these posts if confirmed for the EPA job.

DOURSON HAS A LONG DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN CHEMICAL RISK ASSESSMENT WORKING WITH BOTH INDUSTRY AND
GOVERNMENT SCIENTISTS, AS WELL AS OTHER HIGHLY RESPECTED SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATIONS.

On the side, Dourson has also written three books seeking to reconcile his work as a scientist and a devoted Christian.
His "Evidence of Faith" series seeks to align scientific knowledge with biblical accounts, such as how the Big Bang Theory
could mesh with the Book of Genesis, whether the Shroud of Turin is real and whether evidence of the Nativity story can
be found in the stars. The purpose of those books it to examine if a historical biblical account could have a scientific
basis (astonomy, biclogy) that could support or refute the account.

Court records show Dourson and his work have often been called on when his corporate clients are seeking to fend off
lawsuits. SUPPORT FOR Legal testimneny CASES HAS BEENIs a very small part of the overall TERA effort, and only
performed when a larger public health concern is under review AND TERA THOUGHT ITS INVOLVEMENT COULD HELP
CLARIFY THE SCIENCE AND RISK QUESTIONS.

DuPont was accused of polluting a West Virginia town with Perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA, a chemical that the
company's internal tests had long ago concluded were toxic. Corporate officials discussed hiring Dourson as part of a
strategy to defend themselves. Dourson has not testified on behalf of DuPont in this capacityBUT WAS CALLED BY THE
COURT TO SERVE AS AN UNPAID FACT WITNESS IN ONE TRIAL TO EXPLAIN THE WORK TERA DID FOR THE STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA IN 2002. FOR THIS WORK WEST VIRGINIA ASKED TERA TO CONVENE A PANEL OF EXPERTS TO EXAMINE
THE SCIENTIFIC DATA AND DEVELOP A RISK VALUE FOR PFOA UNDER A CONSENT DECREE BETWEEN DUPONT AND THE
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.
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One DuPont executive praised Dourson's "ability to assemble a 'package' and then sell this to the EPA, or whomever we
desired," according to an email cited in a 2013 legal claim by people who blamed exposure to the chemical for cancer,
birth defects and other health problems. Unbeknownst to TERA, in 2002, 4 governments agencies? and one

industry recommended TERA as the independent and neutral party to assist in a3 PFOA evaluation. A West Virginia judge
agreed. TERA was hired by the State of West Virginia. Dr. Deanne Statts of West Yirginia DEP chaired a 10-member
scientific panel, 5 of whom were government employees {3 were from EPA). The panel made a unanimous
determination of a safe water level of 150 ppb. All of this information has been publicly available. The science of PFOA
has progressed since 2002.

Dourson led a team that found in 2002 that PFOA levels up to 150 parts per billion were safe, a level higher than was
found in testing of 188 private wells and springs. This is not correct. See the response above.

That was also well above the 1 part per billion Dupont's own scientists had concluded could be considered safe years
before. The EPA now says that only 70 parts per trillion of PFOA are acceptable - or only 0.05 percent of what Dourson's
team said was safe. | believe that the Dupont level was a place holder until the West Virginia panel developed its
recommendation.

DuPont and a former subsidiary, Chemours Co., later paid $761 million to settle 3,550 lawsuits stemming from its use of
the chemical.
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Message

From: Feldmann, Linda [feldmannl@csps.com]

Sent: 3/14/2018 9:05:07 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: invitation to Monitor Breakfast for Scott Pruitt
hi Liz,

Thank you for talking this morning about a possible Monitor breakfast with Administrator Pruitt. Here's what 1
can offer: As the moderator, I can guarantee that no reporter will dominate the session or be allowed to be
abusive. I would limit each reporter to one question, and help escort Administrator Pruitt from the room as soon
as the breakfast ends. But I can't control which reporter an outlet like the AP would choose to send. Let me also
add that we hold to the policy of not picking or excluding attendees when Democrats hold the White House and
have issues with certain reporters.

| know this may well be a deal-breaker, and if so, I'm sorry about that. But please consider this note an open invitation for Administrator
Pruitt to be a guest at our breakfast, and do let me know if you want to proceed. | know that a breakfast with Administrator Pruitt would
be well attended, and | would work hard to make it a productive event for all concerned.

Best wishes,
Linda

On Mon, Mar 12, 2018 at 5:45 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov> wrote:

How about 10 a.m.? Can you please call my desk line at} personal Phone 1 Ex. 6

From: Feldmann, Linda [mailto:feldmannl@csps.com]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 5:40 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: invitation to Monitor Breakfast for Scott Pruitt

Sure! What time works for you?

Linda

On Mon, Mar 12, 2018 at 5:36 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Linda- I am interested in this; can we talk on Wednesday?

On Mar 12, 2018, at 5:33 PM, Feldmann, Linda <feldmannl@csps.com> wrote:

Dear Ms. Bowman,
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| had the pleasure of speaking with Administrator Pruitt at the recent Gridiron Dinner. (I'm a member of the
club, and performed in the show.} | mentioned to him that | am the new host of the Monitor Breakfasts, and
that we would love to have him as our guest. He told me to contact you about setting that up.

Our goal in hosting newsmaker breakfasts is to provide a forum for civilized, in-depth discussion between top
officials and journalists. We sirive for an exploration of ideas without the "gotcha" aspects of a press
conference or brief cable TV hits.

Recent guests include House Ways & Means Chairman Kevin Brady and White House Director of Legisiative
Affairs Marc Short. The C-SPAN video of our breakfast with Mr. Short can be found at: hitp/ics onf28VPYs(.

The format of our gatherings is simple. After | offer a brief introduction of the speaker and spell out ground
rules, we ask our guest to make 5-6 minutes of opening remarks and then we go to questions for the balance

of the hour. | call on reporters by name and affiliation, so Mr. Pruitt will know who is
questioning him.

A Monitor-hosted breakfast with reporters would be a highly efficient use of the Administrator’s time. Our on-
the-record meetings at the dignified and secure 81. Regis Hotel last precisely one hour. In addition to major
print outlets, including The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and The Washinglon Post, the group
also includes on-line news organizations such as Politico, Newsmax, Daily Caller, and Real Clear Politics,
and correspondents from NPR, TV networks, and the wires.

If the guestis willing, we invite C-SPAN cameras o cover our gatherings, expanding their potential reach.

We are eager to work with you to find a morning when a Monitor Breakfast would fit info Mr. Pruitt’'s
schedule.

Please feel fres to call me if you'd like to discuss our invitation,

Best wishes,

Linda Feldmann
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202-481-6644 { o

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

feldmannl@csps.com

Linda Feldmann
Washington Bureau Chief
The Christian Science Monitor

202-481-6644 (office)

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

feldmannl{@csps.com

Twitter: @linda_feldmann

Linda Feldmann
Washington Bureau Chief
The Christian Science Monitor
202-481-6644 (office)
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
T feldmannl{@)csps.com
Twitter: @linda_feldmann
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Message

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/14/2018 7:19:34 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: fact check on meeting with Franciscan Action Network

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Hayley Ford
Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford. haviey@epa.gov
Phone: 202-564-2022
Cell: | Personal Phone / Ex. 6

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 3:16 PM

To: Bennett, Tate <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov>

Cc: Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: fact check on meeting with Franciscan Action Network

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

On Mar 14, 2018, at 3:02 PM, Bennett, Tate <Bennett. Tate@epa.gov> wrote:

| would say:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 2:08 PM

To: Bennett, Tate <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: fact check on meeting with Franciscan Action Network

What was this meeting?

From: Niina Heikkinen [mailto:nheikkinen @ eenews.net]

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 1:39 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.liz@epa.gov>

Subject: fact check on meeting with Franciscan Action Network
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Hello Liz, | hope you are well.

I’'m looking to confirm a few things from a meeting the administrator had a couple of months ago with
the head of the Franciscan Action Network.

Patrick Coralan said he met with Pruitt for nearly an hour and a half, along with Tate Bennett and
Pruitt’s executive secretary Hailey a couple months ago. If you could tell me her last name that would
be helpful.

He said in addition to talking about how faith influenced their work, they discussed eliminating lead in
drinking water and overflowing septic systems in Alabama. I'd also like to follow up and see if EPA’s
regional office has taken any further action on addressing the septic systems beyond speaking with the
FAN representatives. Does this seem like an accurate description of what happened?

Also, | hear the administrator is out of town tomorrow, can you tell me where he is going?

Best,
Niina

Niina Heikkinen
E&E News reporter
~202-737-3715.(w)...

E Personal Phone /Ex. 6
T ERAREKKIRER
Skype: niina.h.heikkinen

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001
www.eenews.net | @FENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM
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Message

From: Michael Dourson [dourson@tera.org]

Sent: 2/27/2018 7:47:29 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Sampscn, Alison (sampsoam) [sampscam@ucmail.uc.edu]
Subject: Fwd: On the Radio with World Lutheran News Digest

Dear Liz and Alison

I have been blessed with a radio interview about my science-Bible stories that is airing next Wednesday at 2:30
—3:00 p.m. Central Time and re-run on Saturdays at 9:30 — 10:00. The interview is part of the World Lutheran
News Digest and is on the radio at dial 850 AM. You can also visit https://kfuo.org to see it replayed if this
time does not work for you, or if you cannot get the radio station.

The interview only touched tangentially on my nomination ordeal, so I really do not think that anything of
interest will impact your groups. Then again, who knows.

Cheers!
Michael...

...L. Dourson, Ph.D., DABT, FATS, FSRA
Director of Science

o

Toxicology Excellence For Risk Assessment
1250 Ohio Pike, Suite #197

Cincinnati, Ohio 45102-1239

E S\

dourson(@tera.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/mdourson

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Allen, Christopher (Kip)" <kip.allen@kfuo.org>
Subject: RE: Interview schedule
Date: February 19, 2018 at 2:36:33 PM EST

To: Michael Dourson{  Ex, 6 - Personal Privacy

Dear Dr. Dourson:
Thanks for the link with the Cincinnati Enquirer. It was most helpful. I've also reviewed your three books.

We can address two separate topics in the program. First is your problems with the Senate regarding the EPA.
Frankly, I consider that somewhat old news.
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But the other topic fascinates me. Christians are often accused of being anti-science. You are a scientist who is
able to resolve science with Christian faith. You specifically address this issue in your books.

I’'m reminded of Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Christ.” This is the true story of an atheist investigative journalist
who came to the conclusions that Jesus existed and the Resurrection actually happened. It’s available both as a
book and a movie.

Second, your approach in The Linen Cloths” as a crime scene is very similar to the movie “Risen.” In it, a
Roman Tribune investigates the empty tomb as a crime scene. Although the film is flawed historically, it is
faithful to Scripture and Joseph Fiennes portray as the Tribune Clavius is outstanding.

The best time for the interview for me would be 2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22. The interview will take about 20
minutes. It’s recorded and will be used as the major segment of an upcoming World Lutheran News

Digest program tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 28 with an encore on Saturday, March 3.
Once the program airs, it’s placed into our online archives. It is freely available for download, listening or
linking, however you might see fit.

Let me know if this is acceptable to you and what would be the best telephone number for me to call you.
Yours in Christ,
Kip Allen, host

World Lutheran News Digest
kap.allenf@kfuo.org

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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Message

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/15/2018 9:48:19 PM

To: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Subject: RE:

This is awesome — nice work ladies!!

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford haviev@ena gov

Phone: 202-564-2022

Ce“i Personal Phone / Ex. 6 E

From: Bennett, Tate

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 5:44 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject:

A liberal met with Pruitt about God. Here's what they said
Niina Heikkinen, E&E News reporter

Published: Thursday, March 15, 2018

The leader of 8 Cathodic advocacy group gave U S ERA Administrator Soott Prast! & copy of Fope Francis” enoyohioal caling foy
climate sotion. Piotuwred: Francls meeting with President Trnp last year

A Catholic environmentalist recently met with U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt — and they talked about God and oil.

The head of the Franciscan Action Network, Patrick Carolan, sat down with Pruitt a couple of months ago at the agency to
talk about protecting God's creation. It turned into a nearly 90-minute discussion. Also in attendance were Tate Bennett,
the head of EPA's Office of Public Engagement and Environmental Education, and Pruitt's personal aide, Hayley Ford.
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"l strongly believe he is a man of faith," Carolan told E&E News.

While the two men disagree on interpretations of faith, Carolan said he respected Pruitt for "operating out of that space of
faith.”

"l don't believe we should be using fossil fuels, he thinks God put fossil fuels there for our use, but we have to be judicious
in how we use them, so we sort of found some common ground around that,"” Carolan said.

Pruitt also suggested having a symposium on what it means to be a person of faith and an environmentalist, according to
Carolan.

The Franciscan Action Network is going ahead with the proposal, which it had been considering before the EPA meeting.
it will hold an event featuring representatives from Christian, Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu faiths this spring. EPA officials
have been invited to attend, but it's unclear if Pruitt will go.

Carolan gave Pruitt a copy of Pope Francis' 2015 encyclical, "Laudato Si'," which urges greater action on climate change.
The document has raised the profile of addressing rising CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere within the Catholic
Church.

"The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to seek
a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change,” the encyclical reads.

EPA spokeswoman Liz Bowman confirmed Pruitt had an introductory meeting with Carolan and that they discussed
"working together on tackling environmental issues important to the American people, in particular lead."

"The administrator and his staff have enjoyed a productive working relationship with FAN since their initial meeting and
hope to continue to work on shared environmental priorities," she wrote in an emailed statement.

The administrator's religious background has come under scrutiny as he periodically makes biblical references in
speeches and has talked about his focus on environmental stewardship. Pruitt, who is a Southern Baptist, is a former
deacon and Sunday school teacher at his church in Broken Arrow, Okla. (Climatewire, July 14, 2017).

Pruitt has recently offered a window into how faith influences his work. Last month, he talked about Christian teachings on
the environment with the Christian Broadcasting Network.

"The biblical worldview with respect to these issues is that we have a responsibility toc manage and cultivate, harvest the
natural resources that we've been blessed with to truly bless our fellow mankind," he told CBN.

In addition to talking about eliminating lead in drinking water, Carolan also talked to the administrator about rural
communities in Alabama whose aging septic systems are overflowing but the residents were unable to afford the $15,000
to replace them.

"Within a couple of days, he had the regional administrator for the area be in touch with our people down in Alabama fo
talk about this. Again, | would disagree with him on a lot of stuff, but | also want to give him credit for when he's doing
stuff.” Carolan said.

The Franciscan Action Network focuses on public policy that promotes peace, protects the environment, and addresses
poverty and human rights. Part of being a Franciscan is to seek connections with people.

"He was very pleasant, he was very nice, he didn't have horns, he didn't have a tail, and | didn't either. I'm very leftist and
very progressive, so it was kind of an interesting connection and discussion,” Carolan said.

Carolan will be heading back to EPA today, this time with the Cardinal John Ribat of Papua New Guinea to discuss the
perils of climate change and deep sea mining to island nations in the Pacific Ocean (Climatewire, March 14). Pruitt will not
be in attendance.
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Message

From: Michael Dourson [dourson@tera.org]

Sent: 2/27/2018 9:03:57 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

CC: Sampson, Alison (sampscam) [sampsoam@ucmail.uc.edu]
Subject: Re: On the Radio with World Lutheran News Digest

Liz

I am doing fine. The restart of TERA is a little slow, but this should pick up dramatically at the annual Society
of Toxicology later this month. We are going to emphasize peer review and public outreach. I am not sure how
successful we will be with the later (see mdourson on twitter for some tweets), but we are really good with the
former. Based on my nomination process, it is abundantly clear that independent and scientifically credible
voices are needed.

Please feel free to call with any questions.
Cheers!

Michael

Toxicology Excellence For Risk Assessment

---Credible independent peer review see: htip://tera.org/Peer/CurrentMeetings.htm{

On Feb 27, 2018, at 2:48 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman Liz@epa.gov> wrote:

Thank you, Michael. We hope you are doing well.

From: Michael Dourson [mailto:dourson@tera.org]

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 2:47 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Sampson, Alison (sampsoam) <sampsoam@ucmail.uc.edu>
Subject: Fwd: On the Radio with World Lutheran News Digest

Dear Liz and Alison

I have been blessed with a radio interview about my science-Bible stories that is airing next Wednesday at 2:30
- 3:00 p.m. Central Time and re-run on Saturdays at 9:30 ~ 10:00. The interview 1s part of the World Lutheran
News Digest and is on the radio at dial 850 AM. You can also visit https://kfuo.org to see it replayed if this
time does not work for you, or if you cannot get the radio station.

The interview only touched tangentially on my nomination ordeal, so I really do not think that anything of
interest will impact your groups. Then again, who knows.

Cheers!

Michael...
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...L. Dourson, Ph.D., DABT, FATS, FSRA
Director of Science

<imageO01.png>

Toxicology Excellence For Risk Assessment

1250 Ohio Pike, Suite #197

Cincinnati, Ohio 45102-1239
<image002.jpg><image003.png><image004.png>

dourson{@tera.org

Twitter: https://twitter.com/mdourson

E Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Allen, Christopher (Kip)" <kip.allen@ktuo.org>
Subject: RE: Interview schedule
Date: February 19, 2018 at 2:36:33 PM EST

To: Michael Dourson | Ex g - Personal Privacy

Dear Dr. Dourson:

Thanks for the link with the Cincinnati Enquirer. It was most helpful. I've also reviewed your three books.

We can address two separate topics in the program. First is your problems with the Senate regarding the EPA.
Frankly, I consider that somewhat old news.

But the other topic fascinates me. Christians are often accused of being anti-science. You are a scientist who is
able to resolve science with Christian faith. You specifically address this issue in your books.

I’'m reminded of Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Christ.” This is the true story of an atheist investigative journalist
who came to the conclusions that Jesus existed and the Resurrection actually happened. It’s available both as a
book and a movie.

Second, your approach in The Linen Cloths” as a crime scene is very similar to the movie “Risen.” In it, a
Roman Tribune investigates the empty tomb as a crime scene. Although the film is flawed historically, it is
faithful to Scripture and Joseph Fiennes portray as the Tribune Clavius is outstanding.

The best time for the interview for me would be 2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22. The interview will take about 20
minutes. It’s recorded and will be used as the major segment of an upcoming World Lutheran News

Digest program tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 28 with an encore on Saturday, March 3.
Once the program airs, it’s placed into our online archives. It is freely available for download, listening or
linking, however you might see fit.

Let me know if this is acceptable to you and what would be the best telephone number for me to call you.
Yours in Christ,

Kip Allen, host
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World Lutheran News Digest
kip.allenf@kiuo.org

Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy
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Message

From: Emily Holden [eholden@politico.com]

Sent: 2/27/2018 7:59:20 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Got it, thanks.

Emily Holden

Reporter, energy/climate
POLITICO
gholden@nolitico.com

| Personal Phone / Ex. 6 {Mobile, WhatsApp, Signal, Confide)

From: Bowman, Liz [mailto:Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 2:42 PM

To: Emily Holden <eholden®@politico.com>

Subject: RE: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Hi Emily — | think Jahan is responding; thanks.

From: Emily Holden [mailto:eholden@politico.com]

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 2:41 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Hi Liz—do you think you might want to respond? Making sure you saw.

Emily Holden

Reporter, energy/climate

POLITICO

sholden@politico.com

i Personal Phone / Ex. 6 {{Mobile, WhatsApp, Signal, Confide)

=t

Semivisholden

From: Emily Holden

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:37 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Hi—We have reviewed some radio shows that Administrator Pruitt participated in while he was a state senator. They are
a six-part series on American government and appeared on Tulsa-based KFAQ and later were posted on his 2010

campaign website. Can you verify that they are legitimate?

hitos: fweb archive org/web /200701 26055028/ttt / www 1170k com:80/au . htmli

In the discussions he:
-Argues evolution is an unproven theory
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-Says “the most grievous threat that we have today is this imperialistic judiciary, this judicial monarchy that has it wrong
on what the First Amendment’s about and has an objective to create religious sterility in the public square, which is
wholly inconsistent with the Founding Fathers’ view.”

-Suggests calling a Constitutional Convention to consider amendments to allow more religious expression in
government, define marriage as between a man and a woman, prohibit abortion and remove restrictions on gun access,
which he calls a God-given right

-Says that without a change, anarchy and rebellion could come within the next few decades

-Says minority religions are being encouraged while Christianity is discouraged

-Does not disagree with the host that Islam ““is not so much a religion as it is a terrorist organization, in many
instances.”

Have any of his views on these topics changed? Would you like to provide comment about how? In particular, do you
think his belief in creationism could conflict with the agency's mandate to make science-based decisions?

We would need any comment by around 4 or 5 p.m. Please let me know if you’re working on sending something over. |
know this is a lot of info, so please feel free to call if | can elaborate on any points.

Thank you,
Emily

Emily Holden

Reporter, energy/climate
POLITICO
sholden®politico.com

Personal Phone / Ex. 6 {Mobile, WhatsApp, Signal, Confide}

omivbholden
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 8/4/2017 8:48:58 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: FYI ...

This is so much work, thank you for doing all this.

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Friday, August 4, 2017 11:35 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>;
Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Greenwalt, Sarah <greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bennett, Tate <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov>

Subject: FYI ...

I am sending this background brief to reporters in lowa and North Dakota so they are prepared for their interview with
Pruitt on Tuesday and Wednesday. Obviously | will flip out the lowa stuff for North Dakota stuff.

BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in 3 Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO IOWA ..
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EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.

lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” (The Cedar
Hapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (lowa AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
{ICGA} is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone and rescind the

Growsrs, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.” This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step

Governor Kim Reynolds {IA): “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onerous and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to
the Trump administration for its continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” (Press

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “] am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across
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lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for fowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Senator Chuck Grassley {1A}: “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways. Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch beyond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and emplovyers.” {Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.’ The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” (Tha Des Moines Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ..

Press Release

April 20, 2017
hitos/fwww.epa.govihome/back-basics-agends

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
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we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it

PARIS ACCORD ..
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Rauters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“‘Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That's what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.”” (Pglitice, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE]) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded 5100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Prass Release, 03/16/17)
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WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...

In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door
policy and a new beginning of partnership with the states.” (Prass Release, 02/26/17)

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Prass Release, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Fress Releass, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA’S AGENDA ..

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Prass Relense, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.” (Prass Release, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”
(Press Releass, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Frass Release, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...
The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
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The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014
consent decree.” (Press Beleass, 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROSECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to
fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Releass, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Fress Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Press Release, 02/24/17)

R it ool

Jahan Wilcox
EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Cell:i Personal Phone / Ex. 6 |

Work Email: wileox. jahan@epna gov
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 9/30/2017 12:31:58 AM

To: Bennett, Tate [Bennett. Tate@epa.gov]

CC: Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Proactive scheduling- faith based groups

Yay

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 29, 2017, at 7:17 PM, Bennett, Tate <Bannett. Tate@epa. gov> wrote:

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

On Sep 29, 2017, at 6:55 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa. gov> wrote:

Let’s discuss this next week. Thanks!! Hopefully we can all have a good weekend

and get to relax © | think we are headed to the VA state fair...

From: Bennett, Tate
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2017 5:19 PM
To: Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>

Cc: Ford, Hayley <ford.havisy@ena.zov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@enpa, sov>

Subject: Re: Proactive scheduling- faith based groups

Industry might be a tough one but we could definitely broaden!

On Sep 29, 2017, at 5:05 PM, Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov> wrote:

Proactive scheduling makes me excited. This is great, Tate.

I think we should be inviting more groups/people to EPA so I would
suggest we bring them here but maybe just for one portion of the
symposium.

Is there a way we can engage private sector on this? Maybe even engage
some bigger faith based folks. A couple ideas come to mind for me on
this one.

He loves to teach and he wants to serve so I think he will appreciate the
faith teaching but I also think he will want these folks to come to the
table with ways in which he can help/serve them.

Millan Hupp

Director of Scheduling and Advance

Office of the Administrator

Ce]]: E Personal Phone / Ex. 6 :i’lall h‘ﬂ yonmitian Eena.eov

From: Bennett, Tate
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2017 4:17 PM
To: Hupp, Millan <hupp, millan@epa.gov>; Ford, Hayley
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<ford.haviev@epagow
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@snasov>
Subject: Proactive scheduling- faith based groups

Hey guys! Here is an event | have been working on with some of the
more moderate faith-based groups for us to do that is about 40 minutes
from D.C. Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Deliberative Process / Ex.5 { Do you all mind adding this to the scheduling

meeting list? We could also invite them to meet with Pruitt on our
home turf here at EPA... Thoughts?

Faith-Based Coordination and Collaboration with Kev Stakeholders

to Address the Environmental and Public Health Concerns of

Overburdened Communities — Symposium

¢  <I--[if Isupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Background
»  <l--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->In Laudato Si, Pope Francis
states how he “would like to enter into a dialogue with people
about our common home,” which has led to more engagement of
faith-based communities in addressing environmental and public
health of underserved and overburdened communities
e  <!--[if lsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Who and What
»  <I--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->The Franciscan Friars
Conventual and Franciscan Action Network propose to host a
symposium on faith-based and federal and state coordination and
collaboration on environmental justice
e  <!--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Where
»  <I--[if IsupportlLists]--><!--[endif]--> Al Carrollion Hall in Ellicotl
City, Maryland: Built by Charles Carroll of Carrollton, a Signer
of the Declaration of Independence, is now owned by the
Franciscans and located 40 minutes from Washington D.C.
e <!--[if Isupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Inspiration
»  <l--[if IsupportlLists]--><!--[endif]-->Saint Francis of Assisi
helped inspire Laudato Si and this event is inspired by Saint
Pope John Paul IIs Spirit of Assisi interfaith dialogues
e  <!--[if lsupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Why
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»  <I--[if Isupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Identify and promote
collaboration and enhanced understanding among faith
communities, federal and state agencies, and others of good will
to improve environment and public health of overburdened
communitics on areas of mutual interest during this time of
tension

e <I--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->How

» <I--[if IsupportlLists]--><!--[endif]-->Bring people together for

panel discussions after day of presentations and reflection
o <I--[if lsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Topics

»  <l--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Could include faith teaching
and environment; protecting air, water, and land; infrastructure
development; engagement with indigenous people; federal and
state programs; faith and federal collaboration on concerns

o  <I--[if supportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Next Steps

»  <l--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Interfaith prayer and follow-

up to symposium to move forward with coordinating on areas of

mutual interest

Elizabeth Tate Bennett

Associate Administrator for Public Engagement & Environmental
Education

Office of the Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(202) 564-1460

Benpett. Tateepa.gov
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 7/5/2017 9:14:30 PM

To: Dravis, Samantha [dravis.samantha@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Administrator Pruitt

Deliberative Process / EX. 5 | will come down.

From: Dravis, Samantha

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2017 5:13 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Administrator Pruitt

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 L will explain.

From: Niina Heikkinen [mailto:nheikkinen@eenews.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 4:42 PM

To: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>
Subject: Administrator Pruitt

Hi Ms. Dravis,

| am working on an article about Administrator Pruitt’s religious faith and I'm looking for some anecdotes from people
who work closely with him about how much he expresses his religious faith in his day to day work, or whether that is
something he tends to keep more private. | wouldn’t be using your name at all and would not let anyone know we had
talked, even within the newsroom.

Thanks very much for your help,
Sincerely,

Niina Heikkinen
E&E News reporter
-202:737-3715 (w)__,
i Personal Phone / Ex. 6
@nhheikkinen
Skype: niina.h.heikkinen
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80504056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]
Sent: 4/19/2018 6:05:45 PM

To: Jahan Wilcox {(wilcox.jahan@epa.gov) [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Lincoln Ferguson (ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov)
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Fact-checking and requests for comment from NPR's Embedded

Attachments: Fact-checking and requests for comment.pdf

| read through these and they are all personal questions or questions specific to his Oklahoma AG
days...Lincoln, let me know if you want to discuss.

From: Tom Dreisbach [mailto:TDreisbach@npr.org]

Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2018 1:08 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Fact-checking and requests for comment from NPR's Embedded

Dear Liz and Jahan,

As I've written before, NPR’s ‘Embedded’ is currently working on a profile of Administrator Pruitt, with a particular focus
on his early career in Oklahoma and his work on environmental cases as Oklahoma Attorney General. This is my 6" email
regarding this project. | also left a voicemail with the main EPA press phone yesterday.

Our episode is slated to come out next Thursday, April 26, with both radio and digital elements to follow.

Attached, please find our questions for fact-checking, along with requests for comment regarding several statements
made by our interviewees.

The questions are extensive, and | want to make sure you have time to respond. | also want to reiterate our interest in
an interview with Administrator Pruitt. Our deadline for including a response is the end of the day on Tuesday, April 24.

............................... -

You can reach me atil Personal Phone /Ex. 6, or by email.

Thank you for your attention, and | look forward to hearing from you.

Best,
Tom Dreisbach

| Embedded | Wdreishach@npr.org |
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Questions and Fact-Checking

*One aspect of Administrator Pruitt’s life that we’re reporting on is his involvement with First Baptist Church in
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, where he is a Deacon and has been involved in Sunday schools, mission trips, and
other activities since the early 1990s. We’ve also spent extensive time speaking with Pastor Nick Garland, reading
his blog, and listening to his sermons.

- Pastor Garland has frequently given sermons on political topics, like abortion rights, transgender rights,
and same-sex marriage. Does Administrator Pruitt agree with any of the following statements from Pastor
Garland’s sermons?

- On the Supreme Court’s ruling on same-sex marriage:

“Satanic influence has been readily adapted by our nation to the extent that marriage is compromised.
Consider all of the open assaults on marriage in recent years. We have witnessed the promotion of
adultery, fornication, lust, pornography, embraced divorce, unwed pregnancies, abortion, spousal and
child abuse, prostitution of family members for drugs, trafficking of children and women, adult predators
Jound in schools/churches/coaches of children’s sports teams, internet’s allure to draw teens into sexual

’

or kidnapping encounters, chat rooms, kiddie porn, delinquent parents, gay marriage, and on and on.’

“So what's about to happen -- and I'm not even a get today into polygamy and polyamory and people
wanting to marry their 10-year-old sweetheart and they 're a grown man; I'm not going to get into that --
but I do want to talk to you about some real practical things aside from that they're about fo hit you as
people in our society and our community that I'm not sure you realize is greater than we've ever known --
greater sin than we've ever known. And we didn't do anything to get it them be citizens the United States
Supreme Court said, ‘today marriage has changed in the law of the land.””

- On the Obama Administration’s guidance to the Education Department on transgender students and
bathroom access:

“Christianity lived properly has always been in the crosshairs of a godless culture to be eradicated. And
s0 it’s not new. We 're back (o the first century. Our government doesn 't just dislike us, they hold us in
disdain. The latest edict from our King Barack has stated that even schools are gonna be a social
experiment by having gender-neutral restrooms. God help teachers.”

“In this generation, where people are trying to decide what they believe about sex, it’s because we’ve
forgotten the one who made them male and female. In a generation, where were not sure if god created,

because we’'ve propagandized evolution, we 've forgotten that in the beginning, god.”

- On abortion (where Pastor Garland compares the reaction to the school shooting in Newtown to the
reaction to abortion):
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“We've seen our president [President Obama] heartbroken over children being shot - and that’s awful -
but legislate money to go to Planned Parenthood to dismember the baby and sell the parts. I think
somehow we’'ve missed something.”

*Another aspect of Administrator Pruitt’s life that we’re reporting on is his first run for the Oklahoma State
Senate in 1998.

- This run took place shortly after Administrator Pruitt’s visit to Romania in 1997, which he has spoken of
many times. Pastor Garland says that experience in Romania may have served as a motivation for
Administrator Pruitt. Is that accurate?

- Former Senator Ged Wright, a conservative Republican who held that State Senate seat at the time, says
that Administrator Pruitt broke the rules during the Rooster Days parade in 1998, and entered multiple
vehicles into the parade, when the campaigns had agreed to only enter one. Is that true?

- Former Senator Wright says that the Pruitt Campaign had a phone banking and voter registration
operation that was working out of First Baptist Church in Broken Arrow. Is that true?

- Former Senator Wright says that Administrator Pruitt at the time “pushed the envelope,” when it came to
ethical issues, and that “his ego is probably a little bit too large.” What is Administrator Pruitt’s response
to that claim?

*We are also reporting on Administrator Pruitt’s early State Senate career, when much of his focus was on issues
like restricting abortion, providing funding for faith-based imitiatives, and a law that would provide legal
immunity to teachers (that law would have provided protection for teachers who use corporal punishment, and
mcluded provisions on changing textbooks to include a disclaimer on evolution.)

- According to campaign finance disclosures, Administrator Pruitt received a $150 donation from the Enron
Corp Political Action Committee in 2001. Does he recall the circumstances of that donation? (Later that
same year, press reports detailed the Enron scandal and the SEC began investigating.)

- According to a filing with Oklahoma’s Ethics Commission, Administrator Pruitt served on the board of
the Mend Pregnancy Resource Center, a crisis pregnancy center. What was his role in that center and how
long did he serve there?

- In 2003, Administrator Pruitt has said of abortion (while advocating for an “informed consent” law in
Oklahoma), “they [women in Oklahoma] need to know there’s a link with breast cancer, they need to
know that there’s a risk with infertility, they need to know that there are emotional risks attendant with
abortion procedures.” Leading medical researchers and physicians groups have disputed all of those
claims. Does Administrator Pruitt stand by that statement?

ED_002539_00005522-00002



- While in the State Senate, Administrator Pruitt said that he believes, “an unborn child from the moment of
conception should be considered a legal person under the 14th Amendment.” Does he still believe that?
And does he support the full criminalization of abortion?

- In 2005, while speaking to radio station KFAQ, Administrator Pruitt said, “there aren’t sufficient
scientific facts to establish the theory of evolution. And it deals with the origins of man, which is more
from a philosophical standpoint than a scientific standpoint.” Does he still believe that?

*Finally, we are also examining the State Of Oklahoma v. Tyson Foods, ct al case that was filed in 2005 and
taken to trial in 2009-2010, and finally taken over by Attorney General Pruitt.

- After the 2010 election, David Page, an attorney that worked on the case for the state, says he spoke with
Administrator Pruitt outside the Dilly Deli in Tulsa. He says he asked Administrator Pruitt about the
poultry case and Administrator Pruitt told him, “I don't believe in using lawsuits to change public policy.”

Page took this as a signal that Administrator Pruitt was not interested in pursuing the case. Is that

accurate?

- Critics also say that it is hypocritical for Administrator Pruitt to say, “Regulation through litigation is
wrong,” when he pursued many cases against the federal government to change public policy. What is his
reaction to that criticism?

- Outside legal experts and multiple attorneys who worked on behalf of Oklahoma in the Tyson case say
Administrator Pruitt did not push for a decision in the long-pending case, and did not use available legal
tools and common courtroom strategies to draw attention to the unusually long-running case and urge the
judge to make a final ruling. What is his reaction to this?

- Critics say Administrator Pruitt’s acceptance of more than $40,000 in campaign contributions from the
poultry industry in 2010 presented a conflict of interest, and may have played a role in his decision to not
vigorously pursue Oklahoma’s case against Tyson and other poultry producers. What is his reaction to
that criticism?

- Kelly Hunter-Foster, the former head of the Environmental Protection Unit (sometimes called the
Environmental Crimes Task Force) at the Oklahoma Attorney General’s office, says Administrator
Pruitt’s disbanding of the unit left the state vulnerable to environmental crimes. Why did Administrator
Pruitt disband the unit? And what is his response to that criticism?

- Mark Derichsweiler, a former official in the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, says his
office could not find a contact at the Attorney General’s office for environmental issues for nearly 6
months in 2011. What is Administrator Pruitt’s response to that claim?

- Environmentalists and critics in Oklahoma say Administrator Pruitt improperly re-negotiated a

“Statement Of Understanding” with Arkansas over water quality in the [llinois River Watershed in 2013.
Under the second statement, Oklahoma and Arkansas committed to a three-year study period.
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Environmentalists say that allowed Arkansas to continue to pollute the Illinois River despite Oklahoma
having the ability to enforce its environmental standards through the first Statement Of Understanding
and Supreme Court Precedent under Arkansas v. Oklahoma. Could you respond to that claim?
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 2/27/2018 7:30:18 PM

To: Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

FYI, as you may get questions on this

————— original Message-----

From: Ferguson, Lincoln

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 2:26 PM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Cc: Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.lLiz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan
<wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Deliberative Process /Ex. 5

Lincoln Ferguson
Senior Advisor to the Administrator

Personal Phone / Ex. 6 |

> On Feb 27, 2018, at 2:21 PM, Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov> wrote:
>
> The only part i'd consider responding to is this:

>Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Lincoln Ferguson
Senior Advisor to the Administrator

EPersonaIPhonelEx.SE

VVVVVYVYV

>> On Feb 27, 2018, at 1:54 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

>>

>> In particular, do you think his belief in creationism could conflict with the agency’'s mandate to make
science-based decisions?
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]
2/3/2018 1:12:07 PM

Robert Barowski [RBarowski@WestwoodOne.com]; IVerdi@WestwoodOne.com

Jahan Wilcox (wilcox.jahan@epa.gov) [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

RE: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Robert - -- Below, please find some information on Administrator Pruitt’s accomplishments. Hopefully this will
inform the show. Look forward to talking Monday morning — Liz

EPA Accomplishments in 2017 Under Scott Pruitt: Administrator Pruitt led EPA by his three core principles:
rule of law, process and cooperative federalism.

O

Action: EPA proposed repeal of Waters of U.S. Rule, where the Obama Administration was
regulating ditches and puddles in farmer’s back yards.

Action: EPA is repealing the Clean Power Plan, the previous administration’s symbol of Obama’s
“War on Coal” that threatened 400,000 U.S. jobs

Action: Administrator Pruitt ended ‘Sue and Settle’ at EPA — or ‘regulation through litigation’
where activist groups pushed their agendas through backroom deals with the Agency

Regulatory Reform and Economic Growth: Tax Reform and Regulatory Relief are partners in the

economic boom we are now seeing: EPA is — undoubtedly — the most action-oriented agency in
regard to providing regulatory relief to American businesses.

O

O

The U.S. lost roughly 286,000 manufacturing jobs over eight years under Obama. From
December 2016 to December 2017, manufacturing jobs grew by about 196,000.

Jay Timmons, CEO of National Association of Manufacturers: Manufacturing is at an all-time
high, adding $2.5 Trillion to U.S. economy, because “We have a White House and a Congress
who have freed manufacturers from some of the most overreaching and onerous regulations,
allowing us to grow, invest and create jobs. And the best news is that many regulatory
reforms and the Trump tax cuts are just taking effect, so we look forward to even stronger
numbers moving forward. In fact, in our latest Manufacturers’ Qutlook Survey, 63 percent
said business tax reform would encourage their companies to spend more on their facilities
and equipment, and 58 percent said they would expand their businesses. In addition, 54
percent said they would hire more workers, and almost half planned to increase wages and
benefits.”

Cleaning Up Toxic Land Sites, via Superfund: EPA is addressing the nation’s most toxic lands to

ensure they get cleaned up. These “superfund sites” are being addressed now with action and
results:

O

Under the Obama administration, the number of the worst contaminated sites in Superfund
increased by 82.

By the end of this year, EPA will be on track to clean up, in whole or part, 27 Superfund sites
this year.
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¢ Meetings with Industry/Travel: In one year, Administrator Pruitt visited nearly 30 states and met with
35 governors. He met with many other stakeholders who were largely ignored by the previous
administration.

¢ Addressing Conflicts in EPA’s Science Boards: EPA has increased the representation of EPA’s science
boards to include more geographic diversity, increasing past representation from 32 states to over 40.
Administrator Pruitt issued a directive to ensure that those who serve on these boards are not also
getting grant money from EPA.

EPA Look Ahead to 2018

- True Environmentalism is Stewardship, not Prohibition: Administrator Pruitt will draw attention to
“True Environmentalism,” where we harness our natural resources for good — a dramatic change from
the overregulation and “do not touch” approach of the previous administration.

- Administrator Pruitt will declare a “War on Lead”: He will spearhead an ambitious, multi-faceted
approach to eradicate lead exposure and advance the goal of clean and safe drinking water in every
community in America.

- Polling tells us that while environmental protection is in the top ten of Americans’ policy priorities,
climate change ranks in about 18™ (only more important than dealing with global trade) from 2010-
2018.

o This means that Americans care about tangible environmental results, like the things
Administrator Pruitt is focusing on: clean air, land, water and punishing bad actors.
o it/ fwww people-press.org/2018/01/25 fsconomic-issues-decline-among-publics-policg-
rlorities/012518 10/

SUPERFUNDS & WEST LAKE SUPERFUND ...

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script. “In pressing for aggressive,
accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with local environmental groups.
His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His
critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate
interests. Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say
they don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought. ‘Scott Pruitt is
probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,” said Dawn
Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis. The
landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World War Il-era
Manbhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has promised
them he will issue a decision within days. There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive —
removal than EPA staff have recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for
the cleanup contend that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper
and completed sooner. ‘Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, “he will probably forever
remain the hero or the villain in the eyes of this community.”” (The Washington Post, 01/23/18)

Scott Pruitt vows to speed the nation’s Superfund cleanups. Communities wonder how. “Dawn Chapman
had listened with surprise and skepticism as the new head of the Environmental Protection Agency vowed to
clean up West Lake, the nuclear waste dump that has filled her days and nights with worry. ‘The past
administration honestly just didn’t pay attention to [it],” Scott Pruitt stressed on a local radio show in April.
“We’re going to get things done at West Lake. The days of talking are over.” The next month, Pruitt took to
television to say a plan for the site was coming ‘very soon’ as part of his push to prioritize Superfund cleanups
across the country. ‘It’s not a matter of money,” he said. ‘It’s a matter of leadership and attitude and
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management.” On a blue-sky afternoon, Chapman sat in her small home in this leafy St. Louis suburb and
mulled the latest set of promises from Washington — this time from a man known more for suing the EPA and
rolling back environmental regulations than for cracking down on pollution. ‘Why our site? Why now? Can he
keep those promises?’ the mother of three wondered. Her family lives only a couple of miles from West Lake, a
contaminated landfill that contains thousands of tons of waste from the World War Il-era Manhattan Project.
‘My biggest fear is he’s just going to put a Band-Aid on it.”” (The Washington Post, 06/18/17)

West Lake has been on EPA’s Superfund list for 28 years, yet no decision has been made about how to
clean up this toxic land site, which will change next week. “The West Lake Landfill Superfund Site is located
in Bridgeton, Mo. The site consists of several inactive landfills, including the West Lake Landfill and the
Bridgeton Landfill. Originally used for agriculture, the land became a limestone quarrying and crushing
operation in 1939. Beginning in the early 1950s, portions of the quarried areas and adjacent areas were used to
dispose of municipal refuse, industrial solid wastes, and construction/demolition debris. In 1973, around 8,700
tons of leached barium sulfate from the Manhattan Project, a World War II nuclear bomb development program,
was mixed with approximately 38,000 tons of soil and used to cover trash being dumped during daily
operations. In 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency listed the site on the National Priorities List
under the Comprehensive Environmental, Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (Superfund law).
The Agency listed the entire 200-acre facility and has since designated multiple Operable Units at the site to
manage various areas and environmental media. Operable Unit 1 (OU-1) contains radiologically-impacted
material (RIM). Operable Unit 2 (OU-2) does not contain radiological material. Operable Unit 3 (OU-3) will
address site-wide groundwater. The adjacent Bridgeton Landfill, which is a part of OU-2, is part of the
Superfund Site, but remains under the regulatory authority and oversight of the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources. (EPA, Accessed 01/24/18)

West Lake on EPA list of Superfund sites targeted for 'immediate’ action. “The West Lake Landfill in
Bridgeton, which contains nuclear waste from the World War II effort to build the atomic bomb, is one of 21
toxic-waste sites President Donald Trump’s administration has now targeted for ‘immediate, intense action.’
The Environmental Protection Agency released the list late Friday, a day after EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
told a House of Representatives subcommittee that he would announce a recommendation on a cleanup plan at
West Lake sometime in January. It’s part of what Pruitt described as an effort to spur action on “Superfund”
toxic waste sites that have languished on the list for many years. West Lake has been on the list since 1990. ‘In
developing this initial list, EPA considered sites that can benefit from Administrator Pruitt’s direct engagement
and have identifiable actions to protect human health and the environment,” the EPA said in announcing the
new list. ‘These are sites requiring timely resolution of specific issues to expedite cleanup and redevelopment
efforts. The list is designed to spur action at sites where opportunities exist to act quickly and comprehensively.
The administrator will receive regular updates on each of these sites.” Neighbors have long complained that the
site is causing health problems in people who live nearby.” (The St. Lows Post Dispatch, 12/08/17)

Pruitt set to make decision in the coming days regarding the West Lake Superfund Site. “In pressing for
aggressive, accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with local
environmental groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core function
of the agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he constantly
favors corporate interests. Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities.
Residents say they don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they’ve long sought. ‘Scott
Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,” said Dawn
Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis. The
landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World War Il-era
Manbhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has promised
them he will issue a decision within days. There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive —
removal than EPA staff have recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for
the cleanup contend that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper
and completed sooner. ‘Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, ‘he will probably forever
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remain the hero or the villain in the eyes of this community.”” (The Washington Post, 01/23/18)

Due to West Lake, parents drive their children as far away as possible from the community so their
children can play. “‘Actions speak louder than words,” said BrieAnn McCormick, whose neighborhood is
closest to West Lake. Families here have long lived with the reality of the site, which got its Superfund
designation in 1990. The 200 acres include not just the radioactive waste that was illegally dumped in 1973, but
also an adjacent landfill where decomposing trash as deep as 150 feet is smoldering in what scientists call a
“subsurface burning event.” The fire is now about 600 feet from that other waste. West Lake has made
Bridgeton the kind of place where some parents drive their children to playgrounds far from the landfill. Where
some people keep homemade kits in their cars — face masks for days the stench hits, eyedrops for irritation,
Tylenol for headaches. Where others trade stories of cancers, autoimmune diseases and miscarriages they’re
scared could be related to the Superfund site, although air, water and soil tests from the EPA and other
government agencies have shown no link.” (The Washington Post, 06/18/17)

The previous administration moved at glacial place to address West Lake. “Activists fault the EPA for
moving at a glacial pace. They accuse Republic Services, which took ownership of the landfill in 2008, of
trying to avoid full-fledged cleanup. Similar dynamics are playing out at many Superfund sites, where
abandoned mines, contaminated rivers and manufacturing plants have left behind a daunting trail of lead,
arsenic, mercury and other harmful substances. Some “mega sites” involve tracing hundreds of chemicals and
scores of polluters.” (The Washington Post, 06/18/17)

Pruitt is working on the redevelopment of Superfund sites in East Chicago, an area of land near the
Seattle Seahawks and other places across the country. “Thirty-one of the country’s most contaminated sites
are likely to be available for building new housing, business or other development soon after they are cleaned
up, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said today, a step that’s part of Administrator Scott Pruitt's push
to accelerate the cleanup and make the land available for community use... Another example on the list is a
Superfund site on the coast of Lake Washington and close to the practice facility for the Seattle Seahawks. It
was contaminated by coal tar and creosote from manufacturing until 1969 and a cleanup plan is expected to be
finalized in 2019. The owner of the land wants to redevelop it for 10 buildings with retail and residential units,

After Harvey, EPA Administrator vows bold response to polluted sites around Houston. “Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt, who has visited Texas twice since Hurricane Harvey, vowed
Thursday to have ‘an answer’ by next month for a permanent solution to clean up the San Jacinto River Waste
Pits. ‘What was concerning about that site in advance of the storm, and is a concern today, frankly, and that is
that the response, the capping that's taken place, this agency's had to work through remediation efforts every
year since 2011," he said in a Chronicle interview.” (The Houston Chronicle, 09/22/17)

EPA approves plan to stabilize San Jacinto waste pits. “The Environmental Protection Agency has approved
a plan to stabilize the riverbed near the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund site to address the hazards of a
20,000-square-foot area where Hurricane Harvey gouged a pit about 12 feet deep.” {The Houston Chronicle,
10/20/17)

Waste Management secretly funded 'grassroots' opposition to toxic dump removal That Pruitt
championed. “Court records obtained by FOX 26 reveal so called independent citizen groups opposing removal
of the Dioxin were secretly receiving resources from Waste Management and its subsidiary McGinnes
Industrial Management Corporation. That's important, because the $100 million cost of the cleanup ordered by
the EPA will come straight out of the company’s pocket. "It's important for the public to know this connection.
For years we've wondered who's really behind these groups. It was clear that they had big money behind them,
but there was no transparency with these groups,” said Jackie Young of the Texas Health and Environment
Alliance.” (Fox 26 Houston, 01/18/18)
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REFORMING OBAMA’S AGENDA ...

EPA's Scott Pruitt touring states to push reversal of Obama water rule. “Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Scott Pruitt visited South Carolina Monday as part of a multistate tour to promote his etfort to
redo the Obama administration's contentious Waters of the U.S. rule. ‘“The Trump administration and EPA are
committed to empowering agriculture and business leaders who have been burdened with overreaching
regulations that do little to promote environmental stewardship,” Pruitt said. ‘By beginning the process to
redefine WOTUS, we are providing regulatory certainty for South Carolinians while working together with the
state to keep our waters clean.” The rule expanded the EPA’s jurisdiction over waterways to include ditches and
watering holes, making a wider range of stakeholders, from farmers to natural gas drillers, subject to the
agency's authority. Pruitt initiated the WOTUS review earlier this month. Halting the regulation was part of an
executive order that President Trump signed soon after taking office in January.” (The Washington Examiner
07/24/17)

EPA moves to repeal Obama’s Clean Power Plan coal regs. “EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced
Monday that the Trump administration is moving to scrap the Clean Power Plan, the Obama administration's
signature regulatory program to curb emissions from coal-fired power plants. Pruitt made the announcement at
an event in Hazard, Ky., casting the previous policy as unfair. ‘That rule really was about picking winners and
losers,” Pruitt said. ‘The past administration was unapologetic, they were using every bit of power, authority to
use the EPA to pick winners and losers on how we pick electricity in this country. That is wrong.”” (Fox News,
10/09/17)

WAR ON LEAD ...

EPA's Scott Pruitt declares 'war on lead,' three years after Flint water crisis began. “EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt has begun an effort to ‘eradicate’ lead poisoning from drinking water, more than three years after
the crisis in Flint, Michigan, started. Pruitt hosted a meeting Jan. 8 for state and local officials at agency
headquarters in Washington to obtain feedback on ways to update the 1991 Lead and Copper Rule, a federal
mandate that dictates how communities test for lead in drinking water. It has not been revised in more than a
decade.” (The Washington Exammner, 01/23/18)

EPA moves toward updating lead water pipe standards. “The Trump administration is moving forward on
potentially updating the 26-year-old standards meant to keep lead out of drinking water. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) head Scott Pruitt reached out to groups representing states and municipalities in a
Thursday letter, inviting them to meet next month about potential revisions the agency is considering to what’s

PEBBLE MINE ...

Citing risks to fisheries, EPA retains proposed development limits on Pebble mine. “In a surprise move that
buoyed hopes of groups trying to stop the Pebble gold and copper prospect in western Alaska, EPA
administrator Scott Pruitt said Friday the agency would keep alive its proposed restrictions on the mine because
of the threat it could pose to fisheries in the Bristol Bay region. Pruitt said in a statement Friday that he made
the decision after reviewing public comments about the development limits, proposed by the EPA under Obama
in 2014. ‘Based on that review, it is my judgment at this time that any mining projects in the region likely pose
a risk to the abundant natural resources that exist there,” he said. ‘Until we know the full extent of that risk,
those natural resources and world-class fisheries deserve the utmost protection.”” (Alaska Baily News

01/26/18)

EPA Chief Reverses Course On Pebble Mine in Alaska. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is
maintaining restrictions on the Pebble Mine in southwest Alaska, an unexpected reversal of what had been
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strong Trump administration support for one of the world’s biggest mining projects. The administration had
taken steps last summer to withdraw restrictions —advanced by Mr. Trump’s Democratic predecessor—on
development of the site. Friday’s decision suspends that withdrawal, putting in limbo a permitting process that
developers had been hoping would get fast-tracked under a GOP administration that has emphasized the need to
help mining, drilling and manufacturing operations. The EPA has decided, for now, to agree with a decision by
former President Barack Obama’s administration that a major wild salmon spawning area—and the Native
Alaskan communities that depend on them—merit special protection from the development. ‘Any mining
projects in the region likely pose a risk to the abundant natural resources that exist there,” EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt said in a statement. ‘Until we know the full extent of that risk, those natural resources and world-
class fisheries deserve the utmost protection.” ... A 2014 EPA report said the Pebble mine could have
significant adverse effects on the region’s fisheries and the Native Alaskan communities that depend on them.
Bristol Bay has the largest sockeye salmon fishery on globe, producing about half of the world’s wild supply in
2014 (The Wall Street Journal, 01/26/18)

RFS ...

Challenges remain for Iowa renewable fuels advocates. “The EPA largely held steady the amount of
renewable fuels to be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 19.3 billion gallons for 2018. It was the decision
to keep the required amount of biodiesel production at 2.1 billion gallons that disappointed industry officials.
Pruitt said the agency kept that number flat because the industry has never in one year produced the 2.5 billion
gallons it sought for the requirement, and because the U.S. in 2016 imported 700 million gallons of biodiesel
fuel from Argentina. If the industry produces more, the biodiesel target could increase in future years, Pruitt
said. He said he plans to watch production levels closely this year. ‘Hopefully they can produce and that will
impact the numbers going forward. But we haven’t done it yet, and we imported 700 million gallons last year
from Argentina,’ Pruitt said. ‘“We shouldn’t be setting a number, in my view, that we have to rely upon people
in Argentina to meet.”” (The Cedar Rapids Gazette, 12/03/17)

REFORMING EPA ...

Pruitt moves to shake up EPA advisory boards by removing conflict of interest. “Scientists who receive
grants from the Environmental Protection Agency will no longer be allowed to simultaneously serve on the
agency's nearly two dozen advisory boards, an unprecedented directive EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said
would increase the scientific integrity behind its rule-making. ‘Whatever science that we are involved in here at
the EPA shouldn't be political science,” Pruitt told a group of reporters Tuesday. “We want to ensure that the
American people have confidence ... in the process and that the advisers that we have in each of these respective

.......................................

Administrator Pruitt Issues Directive to End EPA “Sue & Settle.” “In fulfilling his promise to end the
practice of regulation through litigation that has harmed the American public, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an Agency-wide directive today designed to end “sue and settle” practices within the Agency, providing
an unprecedented level of public participation and transparency in EPA consent decrees and settlement
agreements. ‘The days of regulation through litigation are over,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “We will
no longer go behind closed doors and use consent decrees and settlement agreements to resolve lawsuits filed
against the Agency by special interest groups where doing so would circumvent the regulatory process set forth
by Congress. Additionally, gone are the days of routinely paying tens of thousands of dollars in attorney’s fees
to these groups with which we swiftly settle.”” (EPA Press Release, 10/16/17)

From: Wilcox, Jahan
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 10:20 AM
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To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.jamesi@epa.gov>; Rivera, Anthony <Anthonv Kivera@siniusxim.com™
Subject: RE: Pruitt in NYC next week--interested in interview?

BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration.
“Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s
inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We’re going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (Ths
Wall Street Journal, 02/17/17)

PRUITT REGARDING CLEAN POWER PLAN ...

EPA moves to repeal Obama’s Clean Power Plan coal regs. “EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced
Monday that the Trump administration is moving to scrap the Clean Power Plan, the Obama administration's
signature regulatory program to curb emissions from coal-fired power plants. Pruitt made the announcement at
an event in Hazard, Ky., casting the previous policy as unfair. “That rule really was about picking winners and
losers,” Pruitt said. “The past administration was unapologetic, they were using every bit of power, authority to
use the EPA to pick winners and losers on how we pick electricity in this country. That is wrong.” (Fox News,
10/09/17)

EPA's Pruitt moves to repeal Obama-era Clean Power Plan. “EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday
formally proposed repealing the Obama administration’s “Clean Power Plan,” in a move to ease regulations on
coal-fired power plants. The EPA said the move to repeal would facilitate new developments of U.S. energy
resources and reduce unnecessary rules that have curbed their development. "The president made a promise to
the American people that the EPA would not be an agency that picks winners and losers as we generate
electricity in this country,” Pruitt told Fox News' "Special Report with Bret Baier” Tuesday night. "The
[Obama] administration made a commitment to declare a war on coal. And effective yesterday and today, that
war is over." The EPA said in a statement that the agency wants to declare that the Clean Power Plan exceeded
the government's authority.” (Fox Mews, 10/10/17)
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Pruitt’s Clean Power Break. “The Trump Administration is giving the economy a boost with its deregulatory
agenda, and the latest example comes Tuesday when Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt will
propose to repeal the Obama Administration’s Clean Power Plan. Ending this power grab will uphold the letter
of the law and restore cooperative federalism with the states.” (The Wall Street Journal, 10/08/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

httns: www epa.govihome/back-basics-geenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three E’s:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers that
impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric utilities.

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming,. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to 1t? How do we
measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it causing an

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION’S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS (FLINT & GOLD KING
MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,’” said
Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. Ina 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that it
had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
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reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015,

WORKING WITHSTATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Gevernors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott
Pruitt has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
will deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency
priorities under the Trump Administration.” (Press Release, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation
to adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, I look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Press Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA’S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Pregs Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “‘These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Release, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a
proposed rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program (RMP)
Amendments to allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on
January 17, 2017.” (Press Kelease, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses
$171 million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the
comment period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The
Agency has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the
implementation of these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press
Release, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA Kkicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Press Helease, 03/18/17)
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The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East
Chicago in April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this
work valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014
consent decree.” (Press Release, 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...
EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million.
“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to
five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Press Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the
historic Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace
the current diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission
passenger/vehicle ferry of its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Press
Release, 02/24/17)

From: Robert Barowski [mailto:RBarowski@WestwoodOne.com]
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 2:45 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Sadly we hit the air in 15 minutes and are on until 6, so | am unavailable. However, you can contact
me first thing Monday morning ati Personal Phone /Ex. 6 :and we can discuss anything you need.

Robert Barowski
Producer, Savage Nation | Westwood Uns

From: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gow
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 1:34 PM
To: Robert Barowski; Ford, Hayley; lim Verdi

ED_002539_00005634-00010



Ce: r.ocallaghanlS®email.com; Ferguson, Lincoln; Wilcox, Jahan
Subject: RE: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Can we talk today? | am open from now until 4 p.m. Eastern.

From: Robert Barowski [mailto: RRBarowski@ WestwoodOne coml

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 2:33 PM

To: Ford, Havley <ford. haviey@epa gove; lim Verdi <Verdi@WestwoodDOne.com>

Ceo: roocallaghanlS®@emailcom; Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusonlincoln@epa gove; Wilcox, Iahan <wilcoxishan@epa.gov>,;
Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@espa. sovs

Subject: Re: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Great! Thank you very much. | look forward to ironing out the details and having
Administrator Pruitt on.

Robert Barowski
Producer, Savage Nation | Westwood Ong

From: Ford, Hayley <ford. haviev@ena sov>

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 1:32 PM

To: Robert Barowski; Jim Verdi

Ce: r.ocallaghanls@emailcom; Ferguson, Lincoln; Wilcox, Jahan; Bowman, Liz
Subject: RE: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

I was able to move his prior meeting up and we can do a 4:30PM ET interview time next Thurs, Feb 8. Lincoln/lahan/Liz,
copied here, will be in touch regarding format/length/etc.

Thank you!

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford. haviey@epa gov

Phone: 202-564-2022

Ce”i Personal Phone / Ex. 6

Frem: Ford, Hayley

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 1:02 PM

To: ‘Robert Barowski’ <BBarowski@WestwoodOne, com>; Jim Verdi <Verdi@WeshwoodOne coms

Co: rovallaghanl5@emall.com; Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusonlincoln®@eps gsov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox. ishan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

'm determining if we can move his earlier meeting up so we can start at 4:30 and will fet you know ASAP. We will either
do 4:30 or 4:45 on Feb 8.

Lincoln or Jahan on this message will respond or reach out to you regarding your question about format of the radio
interview.
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Thanks!

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford. haviey@epa . gov

Phone: 202-564-2022

Ce”j Personal Phone / Ex. 6 :
i i

From: Robert Barowski [mailto: RBarowski@WestwoodDne com|

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 11:13 AM

To: Ford, Havley <ford haviey@epa.gove; lim Verdi <Verdi@WestwoodDne.com>

Ceo: roocallaghanlS®@emailcom; Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusondincoin@epa . gov>; Wilcox, Iahan <wilcox. ishan@ena.gov>
Subject: Re: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Good morning everyone,

Thursday, Feb. 8 works for us, however the 2:45 p.m. ET time doesn't, as we don't hit
the air until 3. The 4:45 would work the best for us, however if possible, could we
move the interview to 4.30? That way the Administrator and Dr. Savage could have a
longer segment to discuss the issues they'd like to get to. If we're not able to move to
4:30, we can still make it work, I'm just trying to give you the more ideal time.

Rebert Barowsld
Producer, Savage Nation | Westwood Ons

From: Ford, Hayley <ford. havievi@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 12:43 PM

To: Jim Verdi

Cc: Robert Barowski; r.ocallaghaniS@smailoom; Ferguson, Lincoln; Wilcox, Jahan
Subject: RE: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Hi ali,

it looks like you had spelt Lincoln’s name wrong in the email — he is copied here, but it's Fergusondincoln@epa.gov
{missing the | below) so we apologize but never knew you were trying to reach us and expecting us this week.

Michael and | just connected and discussed having Administrator Pruitt on next week instead {he said tomorrow
wouldn’t work and he is on a flight during the show today).

Would Thurs, Feb 8 at 2:45PM ET work? Alternatively, we could do 4:45 or 5PM ET that day.

Let us know if that works. Thanks!

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator

ED_002539_00005634-00012



Environmental Protection Agency
ford haviey@ens gov

Phone: 202-564-2022 .

{:eiii Personal Phone / Ex. 6 |

From: Jlim Verdi [mailto: Werdi@@WestwoodOne.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 1:37 PM

To: Ford, Havley <ford havley@epa.gov>

C¢: Robert Barowski <BBarowski@WestwoodOne.com>, raocallaghanlsS@gmailoom
Subject: Fw: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

HI Hayley, this is what | sent yesterday.

Thank you!

From: Jim Verdi

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 9:52 AM

To: ferzuson linconi@ena, gov

Cc: iiverdillive.com

Subject: Administrator Pruitt on Michael Savage today

Hello Mr. Ferguson, just checking in. You had offered to have Administrator Pruitt on the
Savage Nation with Michael Savage today and was wondering if that offer still stands.

We generally do the bottom of the hour which would be 3:30 or 4:30 EST

Thanks for your consideration
Jim

S Verdi
Associate Producer

The Savage Nation

2002 Academy Ln. Dallas TX 75234
ﬁ{;}' Personal Phone / Ex. 6 E
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C3D4D94D3E4B4B1F80904056703EBC80-BOWMAN, ELI]

Sent: 2/27/2018 6:51:23 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:45 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Making sure we all saw this.

From: Emily Holden [mailto:eholiden @politico.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:37 PM

To: Press <Fress@epa.gov>
Subject: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Hi—We have reviewed some radio shows that Administrator Pruitt participated in while he was a state senator. They are
a six-part series on American government and appeared on Tulsa-based KFAQ and later were posted on his 2010
campaign website. Can you verify that they are legitimate?

hitps:/fweb.archive.orgfweb/ 200701 26055028 Mt Swww, 11 70kfag. com: 80/ au himl

In the discussions he:

-Argues evolution is an unproven theory

-Says “the most grievous threat that we have today is this imperialistic judiciary, this judicial monarchy that has it wrong
on what the First Amendment’s about and has an objective to create religious sterility in the public square, which is
wholly inconsistent with the Founding Fathers’ view.”

-Suggests calling a Constitutional Convention to consider amendments to allow more religious expression in
government, define marriage as between a man and a woman, prohibit abortion and remove restrictions on gun access,
which he calls a God-given right

-Says that without a change, anarchy and rebellion could come within the next few decades

-Says minority religions are being encouraged while Christianity is discouraged

-Does not disagree with the host that Islam ““is not so much a religion as it is a terrorist organization, in many
instances.”

Have any of his views on these topics changed? Would you like to provide comment about how? In particular, do you
think his belief in creationism could conflict with the agency's mandate to make science-based decisions?

We would need any comment by around 4 or 5 p.m. Please let me know if you're working on sending something over. |
know this is a lot of info, so please feel free to call if | can elaborate on any points.

Thank you,
Emily

Emily Holden
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Reporter, energy/climate

POLITICO

sholdeni® ﬁEétEw:mm
| Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) iMobile, WhatsApp, Signal, Confide}

H
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Appointment

From: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 5:33:48 PM
To: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan

[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: Pre-Brief: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Location: Administrator's Office
Start: 2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM
End: 2/7/2018 7:00:00 PM

Show Time As: Busy
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Appointment

From: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 5:33:19 PM
To: Adm14Pruitt, Scott [adm14pruitt.scott@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan

[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: Interview: David Brody, Christian Broadcast Network
Location: CBN Studio, 1919 M St NW, WDC

Start: 2/7/2018 6:45:00 PM

End: 2/7/2018 7:15:00 PM

Show Time As: Busy
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Message

From: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/7/2018 10:29:10 PM

To: Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Bio for Faith and Freedom

Attachments: Faith and Freedom Coalition Bio.docx

See attached. Thank you!

————— original Message-----

From: Hupp, Millan

Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 1:04 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>
Subject: Bio for Faith and Freedom

Do you all have a bio for me to provide to the faith and freedom folks for tomorrow?

Sent from my 1iPhone
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E. Scott Pruitt
Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection
Agency

**Ralph provide a comment about their relationship and
Administrator’s faith**

Scott Pruitt is the 14" Administrator of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

Since the beginning of his tenure as EPA Administrator, Pruitt has
been committed to ensuring the Agency gets back to the basics of
managing and protecting our environment by engaging with
state, local, and tribal partners to create regulatory certainty and enhance economic growth.

Administrator Pruitt has spearheaded over two dozen significant regulatory reforms, including
actions to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan and the 2015 “Waters of the United States”
rule. All told, EPA has issued more regulatory reform actions than any other federal agency in
the first year of the Trump presidency.

Pruitt’s other significant accomplishments include establishing science transparency at the
Agency, ending the practice of “Sue and Settle,” and working with President Trump to withdraw
from the Paris Agreement.

Prior to serving in the Trump Administration, Pruitt served as Attorney General of Oklahoma,
where he became a national leader through a career of advocating to keep power in the hands
of hard-working Americans.

Pruitt has been a longtime, staunch advocate for religious freedom, including his [
HYPERLINK "http://www tulsaworld.com/news/education/oklahoma-attorney-general-scott-
pruitt-defends-bible-distribution-in-schools/article 592d20aa-2¢c46-51f6-a3fb-

£11480542217 html" ] of Bible distribution in schools and [ HYPERLINK
"http://www]1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2015/0October/Officials-Defend-School-Prayer-in-Oklahoma-
Alabama" ]—both under the Friday night lights and at musical performances. He also served as
a trustee at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Pruitt also served eight years in the Oklahoma State Senate, in addition to co-owning and
managing Oklahoma City's Triple-A minor league baseball affiliate. He played baseball at the
University of Kentucky, earned his bachelor's degree from Georgetown College and received his
law degree from the University of Tulsa. Pruitt and his wife Marlyn have been married for 27
years and proudly raised their two children in Tulsa.
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Message

From: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/6/2018 11:13:36 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Faith & Freedom Press List

Attachments: RTM2018_Media.xIsx

FYSA for Faith and Freedom speaking engagement on Friday morning.

From: Lance Lemmonds [mailto:Lance @ffcoalition.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 6, 2018 2:50 PM

To: Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: Faith & Freedom Press List
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NAME
Julia Nista
David L. Hunter
Ben Kamisar
Philip Crowther
Sarah McCammon
Neil W. McCabe
Pierce Wright
Gianna Toboni
Daniel Hollis
Lyle Kendrick
Emily Goodin
Joe Zimmerman
Francesca Chambers
Elliot Resnick
Jill Colvin
Zachary Leshin
Garrett Haake
Marianna Sotomayor
Charlie Gile
Michelle Dubert
John Bullard
Charles Olmstead
Paul Rigney
Joe Martin
Jim Greene
Jim Hughes
Dave Forman
Tim Alberta
Lisa Hagen
Elodie Cuzin
Michael Mathes
Quinn Nii
Melanie Collette
Labib Nasir
Gershon Peaks
Kevin Fogarty
Marie Frail
George Tamerlani
Aileen Graef
Liz Turrell
Polina Leonovich
Ben Jacobs

TITLE
Associate Editor/Media Reporter

Campaign reporter

White House Correspondent
Reporter, National Desk
Reporter

Managing Editor
Correspondent

Camera

Associate Producer

U.S. Political Reporter

White House Correspondent
Editor

Correspondent
Producer

Producer

Producer

Camera

Camera

Camera

Camera

Engineer

Engineer

Executive Producer
Chief Political Correspondent
Campaign Reporter

Politics and Congress correspondent
Politics and Congress correspondent

Producer

Planning Editor
Producer

Political Reporter

OUTLET
The Daily Caller

The Hill

France 24

NPR

One America News
Getty Images News
Vice News

Vice News

Vice News

The Daily Mail

The Liberty Conservative
The Daily Mail
Jewish Press

AP

Kol HaBirah

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

NBC News

Politico Magazine
The Hill

AFP

AFP

Watchdog Wire / Cowger Nation
MoneyTalk with Melanie
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters
CNN

CNN

Ruptly TV

The Guardian
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ADDRESS
1920 L St. NW, Suite 200
18621 Autumn Mist Drive

1340 21st Street NW

49 South 2nd St
51 Astor Place, 9th Floor

1500 K St NW, Suite 600

CITY/STATE
Washington, D.C.
Germantown, MD

Washington, DC

Brooklyn, NY
New York, NY

Washington, DC 20005

Zip
20036
20874

20036

11211
10003

PHONE

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

Personal Phone / Ex. 6
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EMAIL
inista@dailyealler.com
hunterdiusl@aim.com
bkamisar@thehill.com

| Personal Phone / Ex. 6

SMcCammon@npr.org
Neil. McCabe@oann.com
Pierce.Wright@gettyimages.com

lyle.kendrick@vice.com
Emily.Goodin@mailonline.com
joe@thelibertyconservative.com
Francesca.Chambers@mailonline.com
editor@jewishpress.com
JColvin@ap.org

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

Dave.Forman@nbcuni.com
talberta@politico.com
lhagen@thehill.com
elodie.cuzin@afp.com

Michael MATHES@afp.com
east.west@msn.com
moneytalkwithmelanie@gmail.com
labib.nasir@thomsonreuters.com

Marie.Frail@thomsonreuters.com
george.tamerlani@thomsonreuters.com
Aileen.Graef@turner.com
Liz.Turrell@cnn.com
sundyou2007@gmail.com
ben.jacobs@theguardian.com
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Sarah McCammon
Trey Yingst

Elliot Resnick
Jeremiah Poff
David Smith
Mark Anthony
Amanda House
Mana Rabiee
Alan Speck
Abigail Robertson
Amber Strong
Catherine Lucey
David Brody

Eli Watkins

Eliana Johnson
Eliza Collins

Erica Werner
Franco Ordonez
Frank E. Lockwood
Gabby Morrongiello
Jonathan Easley
Lauren Markoe
Jason Calvi

Mike DuBose
Kadesh DuBose
Susan Bruce

Bryn Stole

Tamar Hallerman
Katherine Rohloff
Ken McClenton
Bonnie Williams
Brandi Bohannon
Kari Donovan
Jason Lange
Maureen Groppe
Samuel Smith
Stephanie Hamill
Laurie Kelman
Jeremy Peters
Eliza Collins
Jordan Clifford
Frank Lockwood
Cheryl Chumley

Reporter, National Desk
Chief White House Correspondent
Chief Editor

Washington bureau chief
Host

Producer

Producer

Capitol Hill Correspondent
Reporter/White House producer
White House Reporter

Chief Political Correspondent
Breaking News Reporter

Congressional Correspondent
White House Correspondent
Washington Correspondent
Washington Bureau Chief
National political reporter
National Reporter

Capitol Hill Correspondent
Videographer

Videographer

Producer

Washington Correspondent
Washington Correspondent

Correspondent
Washington Correspondent
Reporter

Washington Correspondent

NPR

One America News

Jewish Press

The Daily Signal

The Guardian

Americas Voice

Breitbart

Reuters TV

CSPAN

CBN News

CBN News

Associated Press

CBN News

CNN Politics

POLITICO

USATODAY

AP

McClatchy

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
New York Post

The Hill

Religion New Service

EWTN News Nightly

EWTN News Nightly

EWTN News Nightly

EWTN News Nightly
Louisiana Advocate

Atlanta Journal-Constitution
The Daily Signal

The Exceptional Conservative Show
The Exceptional Conservative Show
The Exceptional Conservative Show
The Exceptional Conservative Show
Reuters News

USA TODAY

The Christian Post

The Daily Caller

Associated Press

New York Times
USATODAY

One America News
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
Washington Times
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Personal Phone / Ex. 6

10705 Rieger Road Baton Rouge, LA 70809

214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE Washington, DC 20002
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SMcCammon@npr.org
Trey.Yingst@oann.com
editor@jewishpress.com
Jeremiah.Poff@thfintern.org
david.smith@theguardian.com
mark@ patriotandpreachershow.com
ahouse@breitbart.com

mana.rabiee @thomsonreuters.com

Abigail.Robertson@cbn.org
Amber.Strong@cbn.org
clucey@ap.org
David.Brody@cbn.org
Eli.Watkins@turner.com
ejohnson@politico.com
escollins@usatoday.com
EWerner@ap.org
fordonez@mecclatchydc.com
flockwood@arkansasonline.com
gmorrongiello@nypost.com
jeasley@thehill.com
lauren.markoe@religionnews.com
jcalvi@ewtn.com

bstole@theadvocate.com
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com
Katherine.Rohloff@thfintern.org
kenmcclenton@tecn.biz

JASON.LANGE@thomsonreuters.com
mgropnedi gannetl.oom
samuel.smith@christianpost.com
lkellman@ap.org

petersjw@nytimes.com
escollins@usatoday.com

flockwood@arkansasonline.com
cchumley@washingtontimes.com
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Mike Maltas
Marty Van Dyne
John McCormack
Josh Gill

Alex Daugherty
Danielle Paugette

DC Corrospondent

Fox News

News Net

Weekly Standard

The Daily Caller

Miami Herald/McClatchy DC
Washington Post
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400 N. Capitol St., NW

Washington, DC

20002

Personal Phone / Ex. 6
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Mike.maltas@foxnews.com
News@NewsNetNews.Net

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

joshua@dailycallernewsfoundation.org
adaugherty@mecclatchydc.com

Danielle.Paquette@washpost.com
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Attached.

Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]

6/6/2018 7:33:21 PM

Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Friday's Speeches

Western Conservative Summit 6-8-18.docx; Faith and Freedom 6-8-18.docx
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[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT ]

Faith and Freedom
Omni Shoreham Hotel
Washington, D.C.
Friday, June 8 @ 9am

Audience: 2,000 grassroots activists
Length: 15 min
Exact Speaking Time: 9am
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Kundinger, Kelly [kundinger.kelly@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/4/2018 2:52:58 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley
[ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Gordon, Stephen [gordon.stephen@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Subject: Fwd: Can you have EPA review for immediate release?

Attachments: 6-1-18Pruit WCS - JH edits.docx; ATT00001.htm

Does everyone sign off on this?
Thanks!

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Smith, Amy" <aesmith@ccu.edu>

Date: June 4, 2018 at 10:05:35 AM EDT

To: "kundinger kelly@epa.gov" <kundinger kelly@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Can you have EPA review for immediate release?

Hi Kelly,

Can you please review and confirm the attached document for immediate release.
Thank You,

Amy Smith

Director of Operations

Centennial Institute

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunt, Jeffrey G." <jhunt@ccu.edu<mailto:jhunt@ccu.edu>>

Date: June 4, 2018 at 8:02:14 AM MDT

To: "Smith, Amy" <aesmith@ccu.edu<mailto:aesmith@ccu.edu>>
Subject: Can you have EPA review for immediate release?

JH

Jeff Hunt
Vice President of Public Policy, Colorado Christian University
Director, Centennial Institute
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| DODLORADD CHRIBTIAN UNIVERRITY |

FAITH » FAMILY » FREEDOM » FUTURE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT: Kevin McVicker
June 4, 2018 Shirley & Banister Public Affairs
[ HYPERLINK

"mailto:kmcvicker@sbpublicaffairs.com” ]
703 739 5920

LAKEWOOD, COLORADO—The Centennial Institute announced today that Scott Pruitt, the
14th Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, will address the Western
Conservative Summit on the evening of Friday, June 8th.

“2018 will see a record number of President Trump’s cabinet-level officials speaking at the
Western Conservative Summit. Administrator Pruitt has returned the EPA to its original intent of
protecting the environment without unnecessarily restricting energy and business development
in America. We are very excited that Administrator Pruitt will be addressing the attendees of the
Western Conservative Summit” said Jeff Hunt, Director of the Centennial Institute and
Chairman of the Western Conservative Summit.

Administrator Pruitt has a proven track record of working with others — including industry,
farmers, ranchers, landowners and small business owners - who want to do the right thing by
the environment. He has dedicated his career to creating policy that serves the people. He
strongly believes that environmental law, policy and progress are all based on cooperation
between the states, cooperation between the states and EPA, and cooperation between
regulators and the pubilic.

The Centennial Institute at Colorado Christian University works to enhance public understanding
of the most important issues relating to faith, family and freedom. As part of this endeavor, the
Institute focuses its efforts on conducting research, analyzing public policy options and
sponsoring seminars, conferences, and other activities that involve students, faculty, staff and
outside experts. For more information: [ HYPERLINK "http://www.ccu.edu/centennial” |

The Western Conservative Summit is a two-day gathering of conservatives in Denver, CO to
celebrate and advance faith, family, and freedom for our future. For more information: |
HYPERLINK "http://www.westernconservativesummit.com" ].

To schedule an interview with Jeff Hunt, please contact Kevin McVicker with Shirley &
Banister Public Affairs art (703) 739-5920 or Shirley & Banister Public Affairs at (703) 739-
5920 or [ HYPERLINK "mailto:kmcvicker@sbpublicaffairs.com™ \h ].
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Message

From: Seabaugh, Catherine [seabaugh.catherine@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/25/2018 7:37:18 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]
Subject: Thank Yous

Attachments: 5.25.18.docx

California Poultry Federation
Summit
Korean War Veterans Memorial tour
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California Poultry Federation
President Bill Mattos

4640 Spyres Way, Suite 4
Modesto, CA 95356

Dear Bill,

It was a pleasure to be able to see you again and meet with you in D.C. | enjoyed being able to learn more about the
California Poultry Federation and the small family farm owners. Supporting local businesses is beneficial to the American
environment and economy, so EPA looks forward to working with your organization in the future as we strive to meet
our mutual goals.

| hope to connect with you again soon.

Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt

Summit

President Jeff Myers

PO Box 207

Manitou Springs, CO 80829

Dear lJeff,
Thank you for sending me the kind note and the copy of your book Understanding the Culture. | look forward to reading

your perspective on how the Christian worldview influences perspectives on environmental issues. Kind acts like this
mean the world to me and | appreciate you taking the time to send me this gift.

May God bless you!
Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt

National Park Service

National Mall & Memorial Parks

Chief of Communications, Mike Litterst
900 Ohio Drive, SW

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mike,
Thank you for leading us on the tour of the Korean War Veterans Memorial. | enjoyed the tour and being able to learn
more about the men who gave their lives for our great nation. Memorial Day is an important reminder of those who

fought for our freedom, and | appreciate your time and helping us commemorate this day.

Warmest regards,
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E. Scott Pruitt

National Park Service

Acting Chief of Staff, Chris Powell
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Chris,

Thank you for helping organize our tour of the Korean War Veterans Memorial on short notice. | enjoyed the tour and
being able to learn more about the men who gave their lives for our great nation. Memorial Day is an important
reminder of those who fought for our freedom, and | appreciate your efforts and helping us commemorate this day.
Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt

National Park Service

National Mall & Memorial Parks

Deputy Superintendent, Karen Cucurulio

900 Ohio Drive SW

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Karen,

Thank you for helping organize our tour of the Korean War Veterans Memorial. | enjoyed the tour and being able to
learn more about the men who gave their lives for our great nation. | appreciate you helping us commemorate
Memorial Day and honor those who fought to defend our freedom.

Your efforts are truly appreciated.

Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt
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Message

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/21/2018 7:41:59 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Ferguscn, Lincoln [ferguscon.lincoln@epa.gov]; Hupp, Millan
[hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Gordon, Stephen [gordon.stephen@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Following up

I will send them a request form and take from here.

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford haviey@ens gov

Phone: 202-564-2022 _

Cell:i Personal Phone / Ex. 6

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2018 3:23 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan
<hupp.millan@epa.gov>; Gordon, Stephen <gordon.stephen@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Following up

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S.EPA

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

Begin forwarded message:

From: Aaron Mercer <amerser@nrb.org>

Date: May 21, 2018 at 3:20:06 PM EDT

To: "iackson.rvan@epa.pov” <jackson.rvan@epa.poy>
Subject: Following up

Ryan,

It was great to meet you last week. Again, if the Administrator is available in September, we'd be
honored to come visit with our President’s Council members.

Each year, NRB brings members of its President’s Council to Washington to hear from some of the

nation’s top policymakers. This annual meeting, called the Capitol Hill Media Summit, draws a number
of leading Christian broadcasters and media executives with particular interest in public policy -
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including top leaders from such organizations as Salem Media Group, Bott Radio Network, Moody Radio,

have a group of 40 or so.

Our group will be in town in late Sept, and | wondered if a visit late in the day on Monday, Sept. 24,
might be possible or perhaps sometime on Tuesday, Sept. 257

Thank you for your time and kindness,
Aaron

Aaron Mercer

Vice President of Government Relations
National Religious Broadcasters _
Office: 202.849.8450 | Mobilei Personal Phone / Ex. 6 |
Twitter: @AaroniMercerDC | Email: smerceri@nrb.org
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Message

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]
Sent: 5/21/2018 7:13:55 PM
To: Kundinger, Kelly [kundinger.kelly@epa.gov]; Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Gordon, Stephen [gordon.stephen@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Faith & Freedom

As long as this is good by ethics, I'm for it. Kelly,i Deliberative Process / Ex. § i
' Deliberative Process / Ex. 5 : |would send the

' graphic to them to clear.

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford. haviey@epa . gov

Phone; 202-564-2022

Cell;i Personal Phone / Ex. 6 E

From: Kundinger, Kelly

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2018 3:12 PM

To: Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>; Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Gordon, Stephen <gordon.stephen@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>
Subject: Faith & Freedom

Team —

Faith and Freedom has asked to announce the Administrator’s attendance at their event next week. Attached is the
graphic they plan to use.

Please let me know your thoughts.

Thanks,

Kelly Kundinger

Deputy Director of Scheduling and Advance

Rundinger Kellv®@epa.gov
202-568-9879
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/29/2018 3:37:57 PM

To: Boris Epshteyn [bepshteyn@sbgtv.com]; Jonathan Helman [jrhelman@sbgtv.com]

CC: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael

[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell,
Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Subject: Pruitt Background Brief

Attachments: 05.30.18 - Pruitt Brief.docx

WHO IS 5COTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tiilsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (Tha
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

August 13th Edition, Batter Up With Scott Pruitt! “Scott Pruitt is now the head of the Environmental
Protection Agency, but he used to own the triple a minor league baseball team in Oklahoma City. Major
league baseball is looking for way to speed up the pace of the game, fearing kids don't think it's fast paced
enough like the NBA or NFL. Dave Price talks to Pruitt about the experiment baseball tried to shorten
commercial breaks in order to pick things up as a new way of thinking.” (WHG-TY, 08/13/17)

PRESIDENT TRUMP'S COURAGEQUS DECISION TO EXIT PARIS ...
e The Washington Examiner: Forgst Paris: Fracking Is the key to reducing carbon emissions
e The Wall Street Journal: Trump Bids Parls Adieu
¢ The National Review: YWe'll Never Have Parls
¢ The Washington Times: The Promise To Kes
e The New York Post: in ditching Paris deal, Trump does right by America and the world
e Brian Darling: Thank You President Donald Trump for Pulling out of Paris Treat
¢ David French: Trump Defends the Constitution and the Economy by Withdrawing from the Paris
Climate Agreement
e Stephen Moore: Kudos to Trump for relecting the climate deal and putting America first
e  GOP Lawmakers: bitios://bit b/ ZsosVaw

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
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(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

TOP 17 EPA ACCOMPLISHMENTS ...

Eliminated, substantially or entirely, seven sites from the National Priorities List of contaminated sites; only
two sites were removed the previous year. EPA also awarded $60 million in Brownfields cleanup grants to
local communities.

e Acted on 322 State Implementation Plans {SIPs) and turned one Federal Implementation Plan into a SIP
each month, since March 1, 2017.

e  Approved 3,000 Total Maximum Daily Loads and cut the amount of time it took the Agency to review
state water quality standards in half {from 120 days to 60).

e Awarded $25 million in water infrastructure loans; disbursed 51.4 billion in State Revolving Funds to
improve our nation’s water quality; and, awarded $100 million to Flint, Mich. for water infrastructure
upgrades.

e (leared the Agency’s backlog of new chemical submissions — containing 600 new submissions as of
January 2017 — and ensured that all new chemicals coming to market received a safety determination
within about 90 days.

e Full Report: hitps:/fwww . epagov/sites/oroduction/files /2018
03 /dosuments/vear in review 3.5 18 odf

CLEANING-UP TOXIC SUPERFUND SITES ...

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script. “In pressing for aggressive, accelerated
cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with local environmental groups. His
supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core function of the agency. His critics
see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he constantly favors corporate
interests. Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some beleaguered communities. Residents say
they don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the results they've long sought. ‘Scott Pruitt is
probably the most important person right now in the lives of the people in this community,” said Dawn
Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near a controversial site northwest of St. Louis. The
landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the World War ll-era
Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has promised
them he will issue a decision within days. There are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive —
removal than EPA staff have recommended in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for
the cleanup contend that years of scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper
and completed sooner. ‘Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, ‘he will probably forever
remain the hero or the villain in the eyes of this community.”” (The Washington Post, 01/23/18)

EPA wants to do partial excavation of contaminants at radioactive West Lake Landfill Superfund site. “In a
long-awaited decision that appears to be a compromise, the Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday
recommended partial excavation of the West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton to remove radioactive waste linked to
the Manhattan Project. The EPA said the proposed remedy, which it calls “Excavation Plus,” is expected to
take five years to implement and will remove the “majority” of radioactivity by digging to a depth of about 16
feet, while installing an engineered cover system for long-term protection. ‘The consideration here was timing,
it was certainty, it was respect to human health that was being protected,” EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt told
the Post-Dispatch in a phone call Thursday morning.” {The 5t. Louis Post-Dispatch, 02/01/18)

After Harvey, EPA Administrator vows bold response to polluted sites around Houston. “Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt, who has visited Texas twice since Hurricane Harvey, vowed
Thursday to have ‘an answer’ by next month for a permanent solution to clean up the San Jacinto River Waste
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Pits. ‘What was concerning about that site in advance of the storm, and is a concern today, frankly, and that is
that the response, the capping that's taken place, this agency's had to work through remediation efforts every
year since 2011," he said in a Chronicle interview.” (The Mouston Chronicle, 09/22/17)

EPA approves plan to stabilize San Jacinto waste pits. “The Environmental Protection Agency has approved a
plan to stabilize the riverbed near the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund site to address the hazards of a
20,000-square-foot area where Hurricane Harvey gouged a pit about 12 feet deep.” {The Houston Chronicle,
10/20/17)

Pruitt is working on the redevelopment of Superfund sites in East Chicago and an area of land near the
Seattle Seahawks’ practice facility. “Thirty-one of the country’s most contaminated sites are likely to be
available for building new housing, business or other development soon after they are cleaned up, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency said today, a step that's part of Administrator Scott Pruitt's push to
accelerate the cleanup and make the land available for community use... Another example on the listis a
Superfund site on the coast of Lake Washington and close to the practice facility for the Seattle Seahawks. It
was contaminated by coal tar and creosote from manufacturing until 1969 and a cleanup plan is expected to
be finalized in 2019. The owner of the land wants to redevelop it for 10 buildings with retail and residential
units, according to an EPA fact sheet.” (ABL News, 01/17/18)

REFORMING OBAMA'S AGENDA ..

EPA moves to repeal Obama’s Clean Power Plan coal regs. “EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced
Monday that the Trump administration is moving to scrap the Clean Power Plan, the Obama administration's
signature regulatory program to curb emissions from coal-fired power plants. Pruitt made the announcement
at an event in Hazard, Ky., casting the previcus policy as unfair. “That rule really was about picking winners
and losers,” Pruitt said. “The past administration was unapologetic, they were using every bit of power,
authority to use the EPA to pick winners and losers on how we pick electricity in this country. That is wrong.”
(Fox Mews, 10/09/17)

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind Obama’s 2015 "Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule." “The
Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are
proposing a rule to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015
defining "waters of the United States” or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the
interim, pending a second rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the
definition of "waters of the United States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with
Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to
return power to the states and provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said
Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S.' and we
are committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is

REFORMING EPA ...

EPA staffing falls to Reagan-era levels. “The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) staffing is now lower
than it was in former President Reagan’s final year in office. An EPA spokeswoman said Tuesday that, as of Jan.
3, the agency had 14,162 employees, down from about 15,000 at the beginning of last year. That's even lower
than the 14,400 employees the agency had in fiscal year 1988, Reagan’s final year.” (Tha Hill, 01/09/18)

Pruitt moves to shake up EPA advisory boards by removing conflict of interest. “Scientists who receive grants

from the Environmental Protection Agency will no longer be allowed to simultaneously serve on the agency's
nearly two dozen advisory boards, an unprecedented directive EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said would
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increase the scientific integrity behind its rule-making. ‘Whatever science that we are involved in here at the
EPA shouldn't be political science,” Pruitt told a group of reporters Tuesday. ‘We want to ensure that the
American people have confidence ... in the process and that the advisers that we have in each of these
respective capacities are providing independent, arms-length input to us as we make decisions.”” (LS4 Today,
10/31/17)

Administrator Pruitt Issues Directive to End EPA “Sue & Settle.” “In fulfilling his promise to end the practice
of regulation through litigation that has harmed the American public, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt issued an
Agency-wide directive today designed to end “sue and settle” practices within the Agency, providing an
unprecedented level of public participation and transparency in EPA consent decrees and settlement
agreements. ‘The days of regulation through litigation are over,’” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will
no longer go behind closed doors and use consent decrees and settlement agreements to resolve lawsuits
filed against the Agency by special interest groups where doing so would circumvent the regulatory process
set forth by Congress. Additionally, gone are the days of routinely paying tens of thousands of dollars in
attorney’s fees to these groups with which we swiftly settle.”” (EPA Press Relesse, 10/16/17)

WAR ON LEAD ..

EPA's Scott Pruitt declares 'war on lead,' three years after Flint water crisis began. “EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt has begun an effort to ‘eradicate’ lead poisoning from drinking water, more than three years after the
crisis in Flint, Michigan, started. Pruitt hosted a meeting Jan. 8 for state and local officials at agency
headquarters in Washington to cbtain feedback on ways to update the 1991 Lead and Copper Rule, a federal
mandate that dictates how communities test for lead in drinking water. It has not been revised in more than a
decade.” (The Washington Examiner, 01/23/18)

EPA will move to label chemical found in drinking water 'hazardous.' “Environmental Protection Agency chief
Scott Pruitt says the agency will move to regulate as ‘hazardous’ a type of harmful chemical found in the
drinking water of millions of Americans, calling it a ‘national priority.” The type of chemical is commonly known
as PFAS or PFOS and is used in nonstick pans, making furniture and carpets stain resistant, absorbing grease in
products like pizza boxes as is contained as well in firefighting foam commonly used at airports. EPA first
published rules about the chemical in 2002 when the 3M company agreed to phase them out. The EPA studied
the health effects of exposure for several years and published a health advisory in 2016.” (ABL Naws,
05/22/18)

EPA moves toward updating lead water pipe standards. “The Trump administration is moving forward on
potentially updating the 26-year-old standards meant to keep lead out of drinking water. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) head Scott Pruitt reached out to groups representing states and municipalities in a
Thursday letter, inviting them to meet next month about potential revisions the agency is considering to
what’s known as the Lead and Copper Rule.” (The Hill, 12/14/17)

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Cell; Personal Phone / Ex. 6
Work Email: wilcox.jahan@epa.gov
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Pruitt Background Brief

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ..

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his
friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to
get Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they
have carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running
the agency many view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental
Protection Agency.” {[ HYPERLINK "http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/scott-pruitt-politics-
baseball-and-jesus/article_30ae4ff2-afeb-5384-ae05-bec00daedebe.html” ], 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “His focus is neither expanding nor reducing
regulation. ‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration,
or a particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes,
and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call
him an EPA originalist.” {[ HYPERLINK "https://www.wsj.com/articles/scott-pruitts-back-to-basics-
agenda-for-the-epa-1487375872" ], 02/17/17)

August 13th Edition, Batter Up With Scott Pruitt! “Scott Pruitt is now the head of the Environmental
Protection Agency, but he used to own the triple a minor league baseball team in Oklahoma City. Major
league baseball is looking for way to speed up the pace of the game, fearing kids don't think it's fast
paced enough like the NBA or NFL. Dave Price talks to Pruitt about the experiment baseball tried to
shorten commercial breaks in order to pick things up as a new way of thinking.” ([ HYPERLINK
"http://whotv.com/2017/08/13/the-insiders-august-13th-edition-batter-up/" ], 08/13/17)

PRESIDENT TRUMP'S COURAGEQUS DECISION TO EXIT PARIS ...

¢ The Washington Examiner: [ HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/forget-paris-
fracking-is-the-key-to-reducing-carbon-emissions/article/2624707" ]

e The Wall Street Journal: [ HYPERLINK "https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-bids-paris-adieu-
14963588607mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

e The National Review: [ HYPERLINK "https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/06/paris-
agreement-withdrawal-trump/?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

¢ The Washington Times: [ HYPERLINK
"https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/may/31/editorial-the-promise-to-
keep/?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

e The New York Post: [ HYPERLINK "https://nypost.com/2017/06/01/in-ditching-paris-deal-
trump-does-right-by-america-and-the-world/?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

e Brian Darling: [ HYPERLINK "https://townhall.com/columnists/briandarling/2017/06/01/thank-
you-president-donald-trump-for-pulling-out-of-paris-treaty-
n2335067?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

e David French: [ HYPERLINK "https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/06/paris-agreement-trump-
right-pull-out/?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]

e Stephen Moore: [ HYPERLINK "http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-
environment/335977-opinion-kudos-to-trump-for-rejecting-climate-deal-
to?mid=87456&rid=30384269%http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-
environment/335977-opinion-kudos-to-trump-for-rejecting-climate-deal-
to?mid=87456&rid=30384269" ]
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¢ GOP Lawmakers: [ HYPERLINK "https://bit.ly/2s0sVAW" ]

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration.
“Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President
Trump’s inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him.
But the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most
influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is
methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from
manufacturing operations to landfills.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/scott-
pruitt-outspoken-and-forceful-moves-to-the-center-of-power-within-the-trump-
administration/2017/06/02/alb4d298-46fa-11e7-a196-
albb629f64ch_story.html?utm_term=.95fd9290d626" |, 06/02/17)

TOP 17 EPA ACCOMPLISHMENTS ...

Eliminated, substantially or entirely, seven sites from the National Priorities List of contaminated sites;
only two sites were removed the previous year. EPA also awarded $60 million in Brownfields cleanup
grants to local communities.

e Acted on 322 State Implementation Plans {SIPs) and turned one Federal Implementation Plan
into a SIP each month, since March 1, 2017.

e Approved 3,000 Total Maximum Daily Loads and cut the amount of time it took the Agency to
review state water quality standards in half (from 120 days to 60).

e Awarded $25 million in water infrastructure loans; disbursed $1.4 billion in State Revolving
Funds to improve our nation’s water quality; and, awarded $100 million to Flint, Mich. for water
infrastructure upgrades.

e Cleared the Agency’s backlog of new chemical submissions — containing 600 new submissions
as of January 2017 — and ensured that all new chemicals coming to market received a safety
determination within about 90 days.

e  Full Report: [ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
03/documents/year_in_review_ 3.5.18.pdf" ]

CLEANING-UP TOXIC SUPERFUND SITES ..

At Superfund sites, Scott Pruitt could flip his industry-friendly script. “In pressing for aggressive,
accelerated cleanups, he is butting heads with companies while siding at times with local environmental
groups. His supporters, and Pruitt himself, say it is evidence he is reinvigorating a core function of the
agency. His critics see it as a political move, an effort to protect himself against charges that he
constantly favors corporate interests. Yet Pruitt’s attention is shifting the conversation in some
beleaguered communities. Residents say they don’t care what his motivations are — if those bring the
results they’ve long sought. ‘Scott Pruitt is probably the most important person right now in the lives of
the people in this community,” said Dawn Chapman, who lives with her husband and three children near
a controversial site northwest of St. Louis. The landfill there, known as West Lake, contains thousands of
tons of radioactive waste from the World War ll-era Manhattan Project. Chapman and other activists are
pushing for significant excavation. Pruitt has promised them he will issue a decision within days. There
are signs he might seek more extensive — and expensive — removal than EPA staff have recommended
in the past. As is the case in Texas, the companies on the hook for the cleanup contend that years of
scientific evidence show capping the waste in place would be safer, cheaper and completed sooner.
‘Depending on the decision [Pruitt] makes,” Chapman said, ‘he will probably forever remain the hero or
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the villain in the eyes of this community.”” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/at-superfund-sites-scott-pruitt-could-flip-
his-industry-friendly-script/2018/01/23/070c07d4-f659-11e7-a%e3-
ab18ce41436a_story.html?utm_term=.b2f243b165d0%5C" \t "_blank" ] 01/23/18)

EPA wants to do partial excavation of contaminants at radioactive West Lake Landfill Superfund site.
“In a long-awaited decision that appears to be a compromise, the Environmental Protection Agency on
Thursday recommended partial excavation of the West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton to remove radioactive
waste linked to the Manhattan Project. The EPA said the proposed remedy, which it calls “Excavation
Plus,” is expected to take five years to implement and will remove the “majority” of radioactivity by
digging to a depth of about 16 feet, while installing an engineered cover system for long-term
protection. ‘The consideration here was timing, it was certainty, it was respect to human health that was
being protected,” EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt told the Post-Dispatch in a phone call Thursday
morning.” ([ HYPERLINK "http://www stltoday.com/news/local/metro/epa-wants-to-do-partial-
excavation-of-contaminants-at-radioactive/article_a38fbcOe-7937-5f90-af8a-24d042f57916.htmi" ],
02/01/18)

After Harvey, EPA Administrator vows bold response to polluted sites around Houston.
“Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt, who has visited Texas twice since
Hurricane Harvey, vowed Thursday to have ‘an answer’ by next month for a permanent solution to clean
up the San Jacinto River Waste Pits. ‘What was concerning about that site in advance of the storm, and
is a concern today, frankly, and that is that the response, the capping that's taken place, this agency's
had to work through remediation efforts every year since 2011," he said in a Chronicle interview.” [
HYPERLINK "http://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/After-Harvey-EPA-administrator-vows-bold-
12218929.php" \t "_blank" ], 09/22/17)

EPA approves plan to stabilize San Jacinto waste pits. “The Environmental Protection Agency has
approved a plan to stabilize the riverbed near the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund site to address
the hazards of a 20,000-square-foot area where Hurricane Harvey gouged a pit about 12 feet deep.” [
HYPERLINK "http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/EPA-approves-plan-to-
stabilize-site-of-waste-pits-12292333.php" \t "_blank" ], 10/20/17)

Pruitt is working on the redevelopment of Superfund sites in East Chicago and an area of land near the
Seattle Seahawks’ practice facility. “Thirty-one of the country’s most contaminated sites are likely to be
available for building new housing, business or other development soon after they are cleaned up, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said today, a step that’s part of Administrator Scott Pruitt's push
to accelerate the cleanup and make the land available for community use... Another example on the list
is a Superfund site on the coast of Lake Washington and close to the practice facility for the Seattle
Seahawks. It was contaminated by coal tar and creosote from manufacturing until 1969 and a cleanup
plan is expected to be finalized in 2019. The owner of the land wants to redevelop it for 10 buildings
with retail and residential units, according to an EPA fact sheet.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/epa-targets-east-chicago-contaminated-superfund-sites-
development/story?id=52380486" \t "_blank" ], 01/17/18)

REFORMING OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

EPA moves to repeal Obama’s Clean Power Plan coal regs. “EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced
Monday that the Trump administration is moving to scrap the Clean Power Plan, the Obama
administration's signature regulatory program to curb emissions from coal-fired power plants. Pruitt
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made the announcement at an event in Hazard, Ky., casting the previous policy as unfair. “That rule
really was about picking winners and losers,” Pruitt said. “The past administration was unapologetic,
they were using every bit of power, authority to use the EPA to pick winners and losers on how we pick
electricity in this country. That is wrong.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/10/09/epas-pruitt-announces-trump-administration-
scrapping-obama-era-coal-regs.html" ], 10/09/17)

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind Obama’s 2015 "Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule.” “The
Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers {the agencies) are
proposing a rule to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to
2015 defining "waters of the United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide
certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a substantive
re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United States.” The proposed rule would be
implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and longstanding practice.
‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and provide regulatory certainty to our
nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step
process to redefine 'waters of the U.S.' and we are committed to moving through this re-evaluation to
quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with
other agencies and the public.”” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-us-army-move-
rescind-2015-waters-us" ], 06/27/17)

REFORMING EPA ...

EPA staffing falls to Reagan-era levels. “The Environmental Protection Agency’s {EPA) staffing is now
lower than it was in former President Reagan’s final year in office. An EPA spokeswoman said Tuesday
that, as of Jan. 3, the agency had 14,162 employees, down from about 15,000 at the beginning of last
year. That's even lower than the 14,400 employees the agency had in fiscal year 1988, Reagan’s final
year.” ([ HYPERLINK "http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/368090-epa-staffing-hits-reagan-
levels" ], 01/09/18)

Pruitt moves to shake up EPA advisory boards by removing conflict of interest. “Scientists who receive
grants from the Environmental Protection Agency will no longer be allowed to simultaneously serve on
the agency's nearly two dozen advisory boards, an unprecedented directive EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt said would increase the scientific integrity behind its rule-making. ‘Whatever science that we are
involved in here at the EPA shouldn't be political science,’ Pruitt told a group of reporters Tuesday. ‘We
want to ensure that the American people have confidence ... in the process and that the advisers that
we have in each of these respective capacities are providing independent, arms-length input to us as we
make decisions.”” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/10/31/pruitt-
moves-shake-up-epa-advisory-boards-further-antagonizing-environmental-activists/817405001/" ],
10/31/17)

Administrator Pruitt Issues Directive to End EPA “Sue & Settle.” “In fulfilling his promise to end the
practice of regulation through litigation that has harmed the American public, EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt issued an Agency-wide directive today designed to end “sue and settle” practices within the
Agency, providing an unprecedented level of public participation and transparency in EPA consent
decrees and settlement agreements. ‘The days of regulation through litigation are over,’ said EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will no longer go behind closed doors and use consent decrees and
settlement agreements to resolve lawsuits filed against the Agency by special interest groups where
doing so would circumvent the regulatory process set forth by Congress. Additionally, gone are the days
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of routinely paying tens of thousands of dollars in attorney’s fees to these groups with which we swiftly
settle.”” {[ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/administrator-pruitt-issues-directive-end-
epa-sue-settle" ], 10/16/17)

WAR ON LEAD ...

EPA's Scott Pruitt declares 'war on lead,’ three years after Flint water crisis began. “EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt has begun an effort to ‘eradicate’ lead poisoning from drinking water, more than three years
after the crisis in Flint, Michigan, started. Pruitt hosted a meeting Jan. 8 for state and local officials at
agency headquarters in Washington to obtain feedback on ways to update the 1991 Lead and Copper
Rule, a federal mandate that dictates how communities test for lead in drinking water. It has not been
revised in more than a decade.” {[ HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/epas-scott-pruitt-
declares-war-on-lead-three-years-after-flint-water-crisis-began/article/2646369" ], 01/23/18)

EPA will move to label chemical found in drinking water 'hazardous.’ “Environmental Protection
Agency chief Scott Pruitt says the agency will move to regulate as ‘hazardous’ a type of harmful chemical
found in the drinking water of millions of Americans, calling it a ‘'national priority.’ The type of chemical
is commonly known as PFAS or PFOS and is used in nonstick pans, making furniture and carpets stain
resistant, absorbing grease in products like pizza boxes as is contained as well in firefighting foam
commonly used at airports. EPA first published rules about the chemical in 2002 when the 3M company
agreed to phase them out. The EPA studied the health effects of exposure for several years and
published a health advisory in 2016.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/epa-move-label-
chemical-found-drinking-water-hazardous/story?id=55351137" ], 05/22/18)

EPA moves toward updating lead water pipe standards. “The Trump administration is moving forward
on potentially updating the 26-year-old standards meant to keep lead out of drinking water.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) head Scott Pruitt reached out to groups representing states and
municipalities in a Thursday letter, inviting them to meet next month about potential revisions the
agency is considering to what’s known as the Lead and Copper Rule.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/364906-epa-moves-toward-updating-lead-water-pipe-
standards" ], 12/14/17)
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/17/2018 7:51:19 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: E&E Climatewire: Talk of climate, controversies banned in Pruitt meeting, 4/17/18

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hassell, Emily

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 3:17 PM

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips <AQO_OPA_Ind_News_Clips@epa.gov>

Subject: E&E Climatewire: Talk of climate, controversies banned in Pruitt meeting, 4/17/18

E&E Climatewire

bttos /fwwrw senews et/ dimatewire/stories/ 1060079248 /search TheywordsE PA
Talk of climate, controversies banned in Pruitt meeting

By Niina Heikkinen, 4/17/18

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt hosted a group of religious leaders in his office last week.
There were conditions: There would be no talk about climate change or Pruitt's recent bad press.

On Friday afternoon, Pruitt and several EPA staffers met with nine faith leaders from different religious backgrounds at
EPA headquarters to talk about environmental justice issues, according to one attendee.

"We were not allowed to talk about climate; it was not part of it. It was apparently a condition of the meeting," said the
Rev. Mitchell Hescox, president and CEO of the Evangelical Environmental Network. "It was a cordial meeting, but | was
a little disheartened that he didn't want to talk about climate.”

Participants were also warned not to talk about the torrent of negative media coverage Pruitt has received in recent
weeks regarding the administrator's spending while in office. He has faced an onslaught of criticism about his housing,
travel and security detail in Washington, D.C.

The Franciscan Action Network organized the 45-minute meeting in Pruitt's office, which was supposed to be an off-the-
record, private discussion. Hescox said he was surprised to see a photographer at the meeting and was "disconcerted’
when the administrator tweeted photos of it later that day. The tweet was later deleted at FAN's request, according to
Hescox.

EPA staff relayed the restrictions on the discussion to the Franciscans, Hescox said, but he couldn't say whether they
originated from Pruitt or the staff.

An EPA spokesperson confirmed that Pruitt had met with "environmentally focused interfaith leaders” to talk about the
agency's mission.

"While it is our common practice to post photos from the Administrator's meetings for public awareness, there was a
miscommunication regarding post-meeting media plans and we took down the post, at the request of the group,’ the
spokesperson said in an email.

During the meeting, Pruitt spoke in detail about two of his favored issues, safe drinking water and Superfund site
cleanup. Only four of the attendees, including Hescox, had time to make their requests to the administrator. One person
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asked for a faith-based office in EPA, another spoke about water issues in New York, and Hescox focused on the impact
of toxic chemicals on developing fetuses.

Pruitt avoided any mention of the recent ethics controversies and let participants know he had just come from having a
Big Mac at the White House, Hescox said.

"We did have a good meeting talking about the things he wanted to talk about. [But] it was hard to have an in-depth
discussion on [the] realities of what is happening in the world,” he said.

Hescox said that he found out about the terms of the discussion just a half-hour beforehand and would not have
participated if he had had more advance notice.

Hescox has been sharply critical of Pruitt since his nomination. The meeting was the first time they met face to face. In
an op-ed in The Christian Post published April 6, Hescox said Pruitt's deregulatory actions betrayed anti-abortion values.

"President Trump's Administration, especially the head of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Scott Pruitt, have
done little to defend the forgotten, especially our unborn and newly born children. While claiming to be pro-life, they
have done little to fulfill EPA’s mission, 'To protect human health and the environment," Hescox wrote. "Instead they
have pandered to industry lobbyists, proposed bailouts to the dying fossil fuel industry and 'lived high on the hog'
instead of defending the lives and health of our children."”

Hescox said Pruitt did seem to recognize his name when they were introduced but did not take the opportunity to
respond to his criticisms.

"He kind of had the eyebrow raised up,” he said.

Hescox kept his remarks to Pruitt last week focused on environmental risks to fetal life.

He requested that the administrator name fetuses as an "at-risk group" under the Toxic Substances Control Act. Both
Republicans and Democrats in Congress have rejected Hescox's past efforts to add protection under the law for fetal life,

calling it a "poison pill."

Republicans have feared that it would require more research from the oil and gas industry, and Democrats have shied
away from appearing to be "pro-life," Hescox said.

"[Pruitt] said he would consider it," Hescox added.
Although he didn't talk about climate change at the meeting, Hescox did make sure Pruitt had some reading on the

subject. He left the EPA boss a copy of his book, "Caring for Creation: The Evangelical's Guide to Climate Change and a
Healthy Environment."
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/9/2018 6:34:43 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoin
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: APPROVAL: request for comment re: the EPA Challenge Coin

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

spokesman, Jahan Wilcox
BACKGROUND ...

Barack Obama’s Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs and current U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth spent
$2,100 on challenge coins. “A Chicago Tribune review of other spending records from Duckworth's tenure
found a $2,100 expenditure on "china with the VA logo" and a $1,875 expenditure on "so-called 'challenge
coins' with the VA logo on one side and her name on the other.” (The Washingion Examiner, 10/27/16)

From: Friedman, Lisa [mailto:lisa.friedman@nytimes.com]

Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 2:14 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: request for comment re: the EPA Challenge Coin

Hello,

We're going to report a story this afternoon about EPA's "challenge coin." The facts that will appear in our story
will include the following:

That Mr. Pruitt did not want the EPA logo to appear on the coin; that EPA staffers, including Chief of Staff
Ryan Jackson, urged him to put the EPA logo on the coin; that Mr. Pruitt told staff members he believed the
EPA logo looks like a marijuana leaf and thus wanted it removed or made smaller on notepads, pens and other
items; that Mr. Pruitt wanted an image of a buffalo on the coin; and that the coins were printed and distributed
with a buffalo on it.

Here are our questions:

- Did Mr. Pruitt omit the EPA seal from the coin because he thought it looked like a marijuana leat?
- Did he put the buffalo on the coin because it was from Oklahoma and thus represented him?

- Did he ask for a bible quote to be written on the seal?

- Did he ask for the presidential seal to be emblazoned on the seal?

- The vendor and total price of the coin order

Thanks so much for your response, our deadline is 4:30 p.m.

Best,
Lisa
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Lisa Friedman
Reporter, New York Times
(202).862-0306 office

Personal Phone / Ex. 6 cell
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Message

From: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/9/2018 4:36:04 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Interview request from NPR's Embedded - Follow-up 5

From: Tom Dreisbach [mailto:TDreisbach@npr.org]

Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 12:33 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Cc: Joe Wertz <joe@stateimpactoklahoma.org>

Subject: [SPAM-Sender] Interview request from NPR's Embedded - Follow-up 5

Hi Liz and Jahan,

| wanted to write to both of you again, regarding the request for an interview for NPR's program 'Embedded." |
first wrote to Jahan about this on March 13, but haven't received a reply to that email, or subsequent email
requests. (And I'd note that this is separate from any interview requests from NPR's other programs.)

As | wrote, my colleague Joe Wertz and | are working on a profile of Administrator Pruitt, with a particular
focus on his time in Oklahoma - both as a State Senator and then as the state's Attorney General.

This is your opportunity for Administrator Pruitt to offer input on this story. We'd really like to hear directly
from him, and to give him the chance to provide his perspective on the events and actions we'll be discussing.

For example, we've spoken to former legal clients of the Administrator, such as Lyn Whittington, who sued a
state agency on religious liberty grounds.

We've spoken to Pastor Nick Garland about Administrator Pruitt's religious faith. In fact, we're taking a close
look at how the Administrator's faith has informed his political career -- this is something he's spoken about at
length in radio interviews and public speeches, and played a role in his advocacy for legislation on abortion,
pornography, and faith-based initiatives, as well as his fight for issues like the 10 Commandments Monument
at the State Capitol.

We've also spoken with voices critical of the Administrator's early career, including former state senator Ged
Wright, a conservative Republican who was unseated by the Administrator in 1998,

And we're also taking a close look at Administrator Pruitt's handling of environmental cases as the
state Attorney General -- including the shifting of priorities from the Environmental Protection Unit in the
agency, to the Federalism Unit, and the handling of the State of Oklahoma v. Tyson et al case (this is the case

on poultry waste).

Please let us know if the Administrator will be available -- we'd really like to include his comments. We expect
to finish our reporting by about the end of this week - Friday, April 13 - or early next week.

You can reach me at 310-815-4376 or by email. | look forward to hearing from you.
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Best,
Tom Dreisbach

| Embedded | Wdreishach@npr.org |

si Personal Phone / Ex. 6
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/19/2018 1:32:56 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

cC: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov];
Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Requesting comment on Pruitt AG expenses

An inquiry from his AG days. Should | just refer him to the Oklahoma AG office?

From: Andrew Perez [mailto:andrew@maplight.org]
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 6:37 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: Requesting comment on Pruitt AG expenses

Hey Michael,

We're working on another story on Administrator Pruitt's time as Oklahoma attorney general based on hundreds
of pages of travel and reimbursement records provided by the AG office.

The records show that one of Mr. Pruitt's last acts as AG was to request a $400 reimbursement for office
decorations -- a mirror, a plant, a planter, and a vase -- that were purchased six years earlier in 2011. The AG's
spokesperson said no one there could recall why the items were purchased or why they were reimbursed.

Can you please explain why Mr. Pruitt was reimbursed for them six years after they were purchased?

The records also show him frequently traveling to meet with conservative groups like the Federalist Society,
which paid for his travel to two events and to a meeting with Leonard Leo on 1/4/16.

Can you explain what that meeting was about?

The Federalist Society is of course funded by organizations with interests before the EPA now, like Koch
Industries.

Mr. Pruitt also traveled to events hosted by Americans for Prosperity, the DeVos family's American Federation
for Children, the Faith and Freedom Coalition and Americans United for Life. Some of those trips were fully
paid by the AG's office, while others were completely financed by the conservative groups.

Please let us know if you intend to answer our questions or provide comment. My deadline for the story is 3pm
Thursday. I can be reached by email or cell at (954) 410-4522.

Thanks,
Andrew

ANDREW PEREZ
Mapl.ight

Folifieal Reauter
cil Personal Phone / Ex. 6 !

i @andrewperezdc
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/27/2018 4:16:58 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]
Subject: APPROVAL: Pruitt on Cabinet Bible study

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Niina Heikkinen [mailto:nheikkinen@eenews.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2018 12:14 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Pruitt on Cabinet Bible study

Hi folks,

I'm following up on the Christian Broadcasting Network’s article today where Administrator Pruitt talks about the
Cabinet Bible study. There is no explicit mention by Mr. Pruitt of the Bible study in the video clip in the article, so |
wanted to confirm independently whether Pruitt does in fact regularly attend Bible study led by Ralph Drollinger of
Capitol Ministries.

Also can you explain why the 7 am Wednesday Bible study is not listed on his public calendar on the website?
Thanks!
Niina

Niina Heikkinen
E&E News reporter
202-737-3715 (w)

E Personal Phone / Ex. 6 I{C)

@rhReikKinen
Skype: niina.h.heikkinen

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001
www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/23/2018 3:32:33 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Hewitt,
James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 9:56 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly
<block.molly@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

What does everyone think?

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 9:55 AM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/23/2018 2:56:54 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoin@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Hewitt,
James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

The two links are different colors

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 9:56 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Block, Molly
<block.molly@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi <daniell kelsi@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

What does everyone think?

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 9:55 AM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: ICYMI: Administrator Scott Pruitt Sits Down With The Christian Broadcast Network - Preview

Christian Broadcast Network

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Lecpold, Matt [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/21/2018 4:25:05 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Review ASAP

Will get back shortly

Matthew Z. Leopold

General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(202) 564-8040

From: Ferguson, Lincoln

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 11:07 AM
To: Leopold, Matt <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Review ASAP

An alternative if it needed:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Leopold, Matt

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 10:33 AM
To: Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusorincoin@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Review ASAP

Looking now
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 21, 2018, at 9:47 AM, Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusonlincolni@epa.gov> wrote:

Matt —

Would like to tweet this from the Admin’s account. Wanted to run it by you first.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Lincoln Ferguson

Senior Advisor to the Administrator
U.S. EPA

(202} 564-1935
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Message

From: Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/21/2018 2:45:05 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: Billy Graham

Feel free to tweak/edit as you want:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/27/2018 6:52:06 PM
To: Daniell, Kelsi [daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.jchn@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Unless Lincoln has thoughts herel Deliberative Process / Ex. §

From: Daniell, Kelsi

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:45 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln
<ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Making sure we all saw this.

From: Emily Holden [mailto:eholden@politico.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:37 PM

To: Press <Pressi@epa.goy>
Subject: Comment on Pruitt radio shows? On deadline for 4

Hi—We have reviewed some radio shows that Administrator Pruitt participated in while he was a state senator. They are
a six-part series on American government and appeared on Tulsa-based KFAQ and later were posted on his 2010
campaign website. Can you verify that they are legitimate?

hitps:/fweb.archive orgfweb /2007012605502 8 /hitp: fwww, 1170 ag comu 80/ ou.himl

In the discussions he:

-Argues evolution is an unproven theory

-Says “the most grievous threat that we have today is this imperialistic judiciary, this judicial monarchy that has it wrong
on what the First Amendment’s about and has an objective to create religious sterility in the public square, which is
wholly inconsistent with the Founding Fathers’ view.”

-Suggests calling a Constitutional Convention to consider amendments to allow more religious expression in
government, define marriage as between a man and a woman, prohibit abortion and remove restrictions on gun access,
which he calls a God-given right

-Says that without a change, anarchy and rebellion could come within the next few decades

-Says minority religions are being encouraged while Christianity is discouraged

-Does not disagree with the host that Islam ““is not so much a religion as it is a terrorist organization, in many
instances.”

Have any of his views on these topics changed? Would you like to provide comment about how? In particular, do you
think his belief in creationism could conflict with the agency's mandate to make science-based decisions?

We would need any comment by around 4 or 5 p.m. Please let me know if you’re working on sending something over. |
know this is a lot of info, so please feel free to call if | can elaborate on any points.

Thank you,
Emily
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Emily Holden
Reporter, energy/climate
POLITICO
eholden@politico.com
Personal Phone / Ex. 6 ;h/lobile, WhatsApp, Signal, Confide)

CEemivhRaiden
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 6:34:17 PM
To: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher

[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Konkus, lohn [konkus.jchn@epa.gov]; Daniell, Kelsi
[daniell.kelsi@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: WLL love from Dems

Should we like/repost?

From: Block, Molly

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 1:34 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Daniell, Kelsi
<daniell.kelsi@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: WLL love from Dems

Just Moms STL: Video Message from Dawn Chapman and Karen Nickel “We are getting 70%
excavation ‘plus” we’re happy we’re hopeful. There’s a commitment. We have a direction now. Please
remember it's excavation plus.”

bt eeww Tacebook comdkaren niokel 52/ videos/o BORIZTRZZ2510437/102156041 217 74518/ Mvpax?
stheater

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 11:37 AM

To: Block, Molly <block mollv@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson lincein®ens.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.ishani@ena.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.iames@epa,.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abboud. michasi@ena gov>; Konkus, John <kankus.iohni@®epa.goy>; Daniell, Kelsi

<daniell kelsifena sov>

Subject: RE: WLL love from Dems

Let’s collect these for a “WTAS” tomorrow am

From: Block, Molly

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 11:36 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <fersusondincoln@®@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher
<heach.christopher@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox ishan@sepa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt lamss@epa.gov>;
Abboud, Michael <abhoud michael@ena.zov>; Konkus, John <kenkus.iohn@epa.pov>; Daniell, Kelsi

<gdaniell kelsid@epa gov>

Subject: WLL love from Dems

Rep. Clay: “As the first Member of Congress to call for the removal of nuclear waste from West Lake landfill, today’s
announcement by the EPA of a cleanup is a huge victory for our long-suffering community and it is a major step towards
long-delayed environmental justice. As | have said from the beginning, this nuclear waste, which dates back to the
Manhattan Project, is a 75-year old problem. The United States government created this waste and we have a
responsibility to clean it up. | want to thank EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt for his leadership in helping reach this
decision. And | especially want to salute the courage and sacrifice of Just Moms STL, the Missouri Coalition for the
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Environment and the many citizen environmental advocates whose dogged determination and faith have led us to this
landmark decision that will keep our community safe.”
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 1/17/2018 11:38:28 PM

To: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

cC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: David Brody - Christian Broadcast Network

Brody is confirmed.

On Jan 17, 2018, at 5:30 PM, Ford, Hayley <ford.haviey@epa.gov> wrote:

Ask them if they can do Jan 31, 10:30AM interview time. He has a meeting in the Alm Room beforehand
so if they need to set anything up, they can do so during then.

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford. havlev@ena.gov

Phone; 202-564-2022

Ce”i Personal Phone / Ex. 6 E

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 5:24 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox. izhan@epa.gov>

Cc: Ford, Hayley <ford.haviey@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoin@ena gov>
Subject: Re: David Brody - Christian Broadcast Network

If we can do the 31st (post his testimony and SOTU), that would be great
Sent from my iPhone

OnlJan 17, 2018, at 5:10 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.ishan@ena.gov> wrote:

Do we have a 30 minute block (ideally after lunch, that works so well
but whenever) for David Brody to interview Scott Pruitt. Maybe
January 25, January 26, January 29, or January 31.

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Ce”: Personal Phone / Ex. & E

Work Email: wilcox. ishan®@epa.gov

ED_002539_00009873-00001



Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 11/15/2017 6:42:13 PM

To: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

CC: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Friday

Yes, that is correct and yes it is still happening, as he just sent us questions.

From: Ford, Hayley

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 1:34 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>

Cc: Bennett, Tate <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday

Looks like it’s Devon Westhill. Dean had originally made the ask.

Hayley Ford
Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford.haviey@ena gov
Phone:.202-564-202
Cell:i Personal Phone /Ex. 6

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 1:32 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford havley@epa.gov>

Cc: Bennett, Tate <Bennett. Tate®@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferpusonincoin@epasov>
Subject: RE: Friday

Yes, there will be an on-the-record interview following, but that name doesn’t sound right...

From: Ford, Hayley

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 1:26 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman Lz @epa.govy>

Cc: Bennett, Tate <Bennett. Tate®@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferpusonincoin@epasov>
Subject: RE: Friday

Sure. Just letting you know he’s coming from the Museum of the Bible Dedication Ceremony {(unless he decides last
minute not to attend), so you likely need to meet him there.

Can you confirm if the 12-12:30PM On the Record Interview with Dean Reuter is happening afterwards? |scheduled a
1:15PM lunch for him so just making sure I have timing down.

Thanks!

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford haviey®epa.gov
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Phone: 202-564-2022
Cell:

Personal Phone / Ex. 6

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 1:24 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford havley@epa.sov>

Cc: Bennett, Tate <Bennelt. Tate@spa.poy>; Ferguson, Lincoln <fereusondincoin@epa.sow>
Subject: Friday

Hayley — Lincoln is out Friday, so can you add James to the list of folks to come with Tate and | to the Fed
Society?

Liz Bowman
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Office: 202-564-3293
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Message

From: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Sent: 11/3/2017 4:57:05 PM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

CC: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Dravis, Samantha
[dravis.samantha@epa.gov]

Subject: FAN Meeting Monday

Attachments: FAN Memo.docx

Please see attached memo for the Administrator’s meeting with FAN on Monday. Should be very positive- they are
eager to work with us and I've spent a lot of time with them. Good environmental group to have him meet with.

Elizabeth Tate Bennett

Associate Administrator for Public Engagement & Environmental Education
Office of the Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(202) 564-1460

Bennett. Tate@epa.gov
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TO: Administrator Pruitt

FROM: Tate

CC: Ryan Jackson

RE: Meeting with the Franciscan Action Network
DATE: November 6, 2017

Meeting Background: You are doing a quick introductory meeting with Patrick Carolan, the
Executive Director for the Franciscan Network (FAN). OPE has been successfully working with
him to find common ground on our issues. While FAN is interested in climate policy, they are
more interested in areas where they can work together with you (superfund, abandoned mine
lands, helping with a carbon rule rewrite, etc.). They are a very reasonable group of
environmentalists that just want to take care of the resources God has blessed us with.

Background: FAN is a faith-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in Washington DC
composed of Franciscan sisters, friars and secular Franciscans. While Catholics make up a
majority of FAN, its membership also includes Episcopal, Lutheran, and Ecumenical Franciscan
groups. The organization was created to address issues regarding ecology, human rights, poverty,
and general peacemaking in the United States.

Suggested Topics:
e Environmental stewardship- taking care of God’s resources that he has blessed us with.
e Laudato Si- what the Pope REALLY meant in his Environmental speech (find common

ground and protect our resources).
e Plans for new carbon regulations.
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Message

From: Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/11/2017 12:06:31 AM

To: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

CC: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]; McMurray, Forrest [mcmurray.forrest@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Draft LxL to edit for PSD

Thank yout

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 10, 2017, at 8:05 PM, Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusonlincoin@epa.zov> wrote:

No Bible study in the morning
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 10, 2017, at 7:14 PM, Ford, Hayley <ford. havievi@epa.gov> wrote:

| texted Lincoln asking if he was going to bible study in the morning. Hopefully he can
pipe in so that PSD knows the pick-up time. If no bible study, | would say 7:40AM — he
has an 8:05 live radio interview so maybe even 7:30.

Thanks!

Hayley Ford
Deputy White House Liaison

Office of the Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

Room: 3309C William Jefferson Clinton North
ford. havieyv@epa.pov
Phone:202-564-2022
Cells Personal Phone / Ex. 6

<Qctober 11 - November 4 2017- Draft Line X Line.docx>
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 8/14/2017 5:52:32 PM
To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Konkus, John

[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov];
Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Thanks for the tweet.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Paul Bedard [mailto:pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com]
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 1:44 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Thanks for the tweet.

EPA chief, a former baseball exec, wants 'world, world series’

http://www. washingtonexaminer.com/epa-chief-a-former-baseball-exec-wants-world-world-
series/article/2631464

On Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 1:29 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

He sold the team when he became AG.

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt
and his friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed
Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus.
With his energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through
defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment
of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa World
01/16/17)

From: Paul Bedard [mailto:pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com]
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 1:22 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Thanks for the tweet.

He still co-owns?
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On Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 1:19 PM, Paul Bedard <pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com> wrote:

No, but I'll add. Thanx.

On Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 1:17 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

You saw this too | assume

http://whotv.com/2017/08/13/the-insiders-august-13th-edition-batter-up/

From: Wilcox, Jahan
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 1:02 PM
To: Paul Bedard <pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Thanks for the tweet.

Yes! Adding Lincoln.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 14, 2017, at 1:00 PM, Paul Bedard <pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com> wrote:

Hey, I'm doing something on his WHO TV baseball comments. Might u guys have a picture
of him with his team or something team related?

On Thu, Aug 10, 2017 at 2:37 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

Will do and will also flag stuff that might be newsworthy for you. Happy to get coffee, beers or
lunch sometime — maybe later next week as Amy can join

From: Paul Bedard [mailto:pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 2:35 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Thanks for the tweet.
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Good job fighting back and glad to see Team Rubio not shut out. I asked Amy to keep me up

on the accomplishments and hope u do to!

On Thu, Aug 10, 2017 at 2:19 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

ersonal phone / Ex. 6 :

- wilcox.jahan(@epa.gov

i et
e

Just so you know, I’m over here at the EPA now.

Paul Bedard

The Washington Fxaminer
1152 15th St. NW
Suite 200

Washington, DC 20005
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Paul Bedard

The Washingion Exanviner

1152 15th St. NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20005

! [
| Personal phone / Ex. 6 i
i i e e

phedard@washingtonexaminer.com

hittp://www.washingtonexaminer.com

Paul Bedard

The Washingfon Examiner
1152 15th St. NW
Suite 200

Washington, DC 20005

) i
{ Personal phone /EX. 6
RSN RS

Paul Bedard

The Washington Exaviner
1152 15th St. NW
Suite 200

Washington, DC 20005

olitics /washington-secrets
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bedard@washingtonexaminer.com

Paul Bedard
The Washinglon Examiner
1152 15th St. NW

it
pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/politics/washington-secrets
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Message

From: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
Sent: 9/24/2017 3:03:16 PM
To: Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov]; Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov];

Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Jahan
[wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov];
Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

CC: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Saturday event at WestLake Landfill

Nancy Grantham
Office of Public Affairs
US Environmental Protection Agency

From: Shantha Ready Alonso <shantha@creationjustice.org™>

Date: September 21,2017 at 4:34:31 PM CDT

To: "newstips@ksdk.com" <newstips@ksdk.com>, "gbissell@ksdk com" <gbissell@ksdk.com>
Subject: Saturday event at WestLake Landfill

*Hxternal Email — Be Suspicious of Attachments, Links and Requests for Login Information®

Hello,

At 11:30am this Saturday in Bridgeton at John Calvin Presbyterian Church, faith leaders will
gather at WestLake Landfill to call attention to the EPA Superfund program and proposals to cut
funding for it.

More info at:

http://www.creationjustice org/blog/superfund-praver-tour-in-st-louis-missouri

Would love a reporter to come and cover it. I will personally be there and can be your contact.
All the best,

Shantha Ready Alonso

_Creation Justice Ministries
i Personal phone/Ex. 6 E_ cell

Sent from my thumbs. Please excuse type-os!

ED_002539_00010840-00001



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/29/2017 12:21:07 PM

To: Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]

CC: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Dickerson, Aaron [dickerson.aaron@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Chmielewski, Kevin [chmielewski.kevin@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: While I'm in D.C. in November

| did.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Personal phone / Ex. 6

On Sep 29, 2017, at 8:04 AM, Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov> wrote:

Has anyone responded to Mr. Ingram? If not, I can do so.

Millan Hupp

Director of Scheduling and Advance

Office of the Administrator

Cell s Personaiphane /Ex-6 iFmail: hyoo,millan@ena.soy

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 1:22 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>; Dickerson, Aaron <dickerson.aaron®epa.gov>; Ferguson,
Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Hupp, Millan <hupp.millan@epa.gov>; Chmielewski, Kevin
<chmielewski.kevin@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: While I'm in D.C. in November

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

: Personal phone / Ex. 6 :

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mike Ingram <mi@eldoradoholdings.net>

Date: September 27, 2017 at 12:56:10 PM EDT

To:i Personal email / Ex. 6

Cc: "Ryan Jackson {jackson.ryan®@epa.gov)"” <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: While I'm in D.C. in November

Scott, would it be OK if | bring Jim Ray to dinner with us November 2nd? Asyou
probably know, Jim is senior advisor to the Secretary of USDOT.

Also, are there any Bible studies that you are a part of that | could go to with you?
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Thanks so much. Sorry to miss you while you’re in Phoenix October 5 & 6. I'm looking
forward to seeing you in November.

Mike
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Message

From: Scott Hennen [scotth@flagfamily.com]

Sent: 8/4/2017 7:32:14 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

CC: matt.revtai@flagfamily.com; mnowatzki@nd.gov; lebachmeier@nd.gov; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov];

Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Wednesday's Interview from 9:00 - 9:28 AM {No Calls)

Thanks Jahan...no problem on calls. We don't do that for many guests...but you're special &!

We'd like them to please be in the studio at 9am so we can check levels, etc for the 9:06 start of the interview.
Take care,

SH

On Fri, Aug 4, 2017 at 12:48 PM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox jahan@epa.gov> wrote:

Scott and & Matt —

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, August 9th at 9:00 AM for a 20 minute interview with Scott
Pruitt and Doug Burgum about the EPA’s Accomplishments, our visit to North Dakota, and items that are
specific to North Dakota. We kindly ask that you do not take any calls since you will have both Doug and
Pruitt in studio. Let me know if there is anything else you need from us.

Jahan

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his
friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get
Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have
carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency
many view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.”

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration.
“Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s
inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)
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Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two
types of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie
Todd Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the
fierce conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt,
whom the Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing
regulation. ‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a
particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those
statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We’re going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA
originalist.” (The Wall Street Journal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TONORTH DAKOTA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to North Dakota at the request of Governor Doug Burgum. While in
North Dakota, he will hold a roundtable on the Waters of the United States Tour at NDSU. Additionally,
given that North Dakota is a leader in energy, he will then travel with the Governor to Grand Forks, where
Pruitt, Burgum and UND President Mark Kennedy will tour the UND Energy & Environmental Research
Center, which will be followed by a roundtable discussion.

Farm groups applaud withdrawal of WOTUS rule. “Farm group leaders were predictably pleased Tuesday
with the announcement that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has filed an official proposal to
withdraw the controversial Waters of the United States rule. *“This is good news. There has just been so much
uncertainty for growers,” said Theresia Gillie, a Hallock, Minn., farmer and president of her state Soybean
Growers Association. Daryl Lies, a Douglas farmer and president of the North Dakota Farm Bureau, said the
announcement ‘is a big deal and a great day for agriculture.”” (Bismarck Tribune, 06/27/17)

EPA Signs off on North Dakota Regulation of CO2 Wells. “The Trump administration is proposing to make
North Dakota the first state with the power to regulate underground wells used for long-term storage of waste
carbon dioxide captured from industrial sources such as coal-fired power plants. Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday signed off on the proposal that had languished under the Obama
administration. A final decision will come after a 60-day public comment period that will follow a Federal
Register posting. North Dakota, which has a large coal industry, would be the first state to get such authority,
according to the EPA.” (The Associated Press, 05/09/17)

WOTUS ...

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States” or
WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United States.”
The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and provide regulatory
certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,” said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘“This is the first step in the
two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through this re-evaluation to
quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with other
agencies and the public.” This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017, Presidential Executive Order on
"Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the "Waters of the United States'
Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure that the Nation's navigable waters
are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic growth, minimizing regulatory
uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States under the Constitution. To meet
these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step process that will provide certainty
across the country.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)
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Governor Doug Burgum (ND): “Clean water is critical to quality of life and our economy, and no one cares
more about clean water in North Dakota than the people who live here. Today’s action is a welcome step
toward a rule recognizing that states are best positioned to protect, manage and regulate their own waters. The
Obama administration’s WOTUS rule was a particularly egregious example of regulatory overreach that
effectively classified almost every pond, pothole and slough as a federal managed waterway, creating
confusion and uncertainty for farmers, ranchers, landowners and local governments. We are encouraged that
the EPA and Corps of Engineers have been reaching out to governors early in this renewed rulemaking
process, and we hope such consultation will continue and culminate in a rule that respects states’ authority and
unique role in protecting their water resources. We are grateful to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt for his
leadership on this issue.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

North Daketa’s sequestration Wells ...

ND could become 1st state to regulate injection wells to store carbon dioxide underground. “The
Environmental Protection Agency administrator announced Tuesday, May 9, he has signed a proposed rule that
will allow North Dakota to regulate underground wells to store carbon dioxide, opening the door for new
projects to reduce emissions. The long-awaited step from the EPA puts North Dakota on track to become the
first state to have regulatory authority over Class VI wells, or injection wells, that can store carbon dioxide
deep underground instead of releasing it into the atmosphere.” (Fargo Forum, 05/09/17)

Senator Hoevan’s Statement: “We appreciate Administrator Pruitt moving forward with the state’s
application to be the primary regulator for Class VI wells. We’ve worked since 2008 to develop a states-first
approach to regulating geological sequestration, which will help our energy industry, both traditional and
renewable, to develop new technologies for storing CO2. This is important as we work to develop clean coal
technologies, as well as projects to sequester CO2 from ethanol production.”

Congressman Crammer’s Statement: "Nearly four years after North Dakota first made the request, the EPA
— under new management — is finishing its work on the State’s application to regulate carbon capture within
their state boundaries. As a former North Dakota Public Service Commissioner overseeing environmental
programs such as the Surface Mine Coal Reclamation Act, I know first-hand how efficiently and responsibly
the State of North Dakota exercises these delegated powers. With the State’s expert staff and long history of
leading environmental programs, it only makes sense for them to take over as the primary regulator of carbon
capture regulations. The announcement today is a victory for our State, and I’m grateful for the Administrator
Pruitt’s swift action on this request.”

North Daketa & EPA ...

All of a Sudden North Dakota and the EPA Are Getting Along. “In years past, when I’d talk with
colleagues and others from out of state, I’d joke that North Dakota’s official pastime is suing the federal
government. Because our state does it a lot, and regulations implemented by the Environmental Protection
Agency have always been a frequent target. But of late, under the Trump administration, there has been a big
shift in our state’s relationship with that federal agency. ‘The days of coercive federalism are over,” new EPA
head Scott Pruit said earlier this year in a letter to Governor Doug Burgum. Today, in a press release
announcing the EPA’s proposed approval of a state-run carbon capture and sequestration program for North
Dakota, the federal agency touted it as an example of ‘cooperative federalism.’”” (Grand Forks Herald,
05/09/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20,2017
https://www.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
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return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E’s:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e EHconomy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth

e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings. ..

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do we
measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm. .is it causing
an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)

PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. 1 get what you’re saying but here’s the deal though. It was not
about whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t
actually do that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied
on the environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why?
Because China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon
receiving two and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green
Climate Fund. People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001
and from 2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That’s better than others across the
globe. When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are
at pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“‘Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier,” a description that his critics have often applied to him in light of
his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what I think about it. I deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.”” (Politico, 07/12/17)
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PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS (FLINT & GOLD KING
MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”’
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill
was the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. Ina 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that it
had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U .S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release,
03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015,
Gold King Mine release.” (Press Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott
Pruitt has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
will deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency
priorities under the Trump Administration.” (Press Release, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no
obligation to adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter
reads. “Accordingly, 1 look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Press Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA’S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)
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EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “‘These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘“We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Release, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a
proposed rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program (RMP)
Amendments to allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on
January 17, 2017.” (Press Release, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses
$171 million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the
comment period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry.
The Agency has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the
implementation of these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press
Release, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Press Release, 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East
Chicago in April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of
this work valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a
2014 consent decree.” (Press Release, 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FORVITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million.
“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements
to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Press Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the
historic Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace
the current diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission
passenger/vehicle ferry of its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Press
Release, 02/24/17)
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Scott Hennen

Host, What's On Your Mind Radio Show
KFYR, WZFG, KTGO & KLTC
Partner, Flag Family Media
ScottH@FlagFamily.com

office
cell

Personal phone / Ex. 6

With God, All Things Are Possible
Matthew 19;26
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Message

From: Greenwalt, Sarah [greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 6:05:04 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

cC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov];
Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: FYI ...

Thanks Jahan!

Sent from my iPad

On Aug 4, 2017, at 10:35 AM, Wilcox, Jahan <wilcow.ishan@ena.gov> wrote:

I am sending this background brief to reporters in lowa and North Dakota so they are prepared for their
interview with Pruitt on Tuesday and Wednesday. Obviously | will flip out the lowa stuff for North
Dakota stuff.

BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO 15 SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt
and his friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma
in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his
energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And
they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment of

01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump
administration. “Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few
connections to President Trump’s inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many
employees were openly hostile to him. But the administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet,

a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and
agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.” (Ths
Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one
of two types of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the
centrist—think Christie Todd Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a
Democratic administration. The other is the fierce conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-
83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday,
52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation. ‘There is
no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a
particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes
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statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.’
You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The Wall Street Journal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the
United States Tour, which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a
roundtable discussion with Governor Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa
Farm Bureau.

lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have
written President-elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the
United States rule when he takes office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection
Agency’s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small businesses, manufacturing and
agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our fellow lowans.”
Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that
Americans are ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an
end,” they added.” (The Cedar Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help
repeal WOTUS, but it requires action on your part.” (iows AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers
Association {(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone
and rescind the implementation of the “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule set to go into effect
on August 28. (lowa Corn Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule
to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015
defining "waters of the United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide
certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a
substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United States." The proposed rule
would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott
Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are
committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a
way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This
proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017, Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the
Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the 'Waters of the United States'
Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure that the Nation's
navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress
and the States under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow
an expeditious, two-step process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Press Relsase,
06/27/17)
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Governor Kim Reynolds {IA): “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of
government overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for
recognizing that WOTUS forced onerous and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and
businesses, | also want to express my appreciation to the Trump administration for its
continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)
Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “] am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another
important step toward eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the
fand is subject to extensive overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our
farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be
scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that. This is good news for
fowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating this

Senator Chuck Grassley {1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. Thiswas a
bad regulation drafted under 3 bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored
and manipulated legitimate concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders
in lowa struggled to make sense of the regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of
Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is a waste of resources that are better
used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the nation’s

waterways. Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch beyond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and employers.”
{Press Release, 06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new
mandates Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s
fuel supply. The agency said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for
2018.” It kept the total amount of conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s
fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the
next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311 million gallons. ‘Increased fuel
security is an important component of the path toward American energy dominance,” said EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market realities
focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges
that exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.” The proposed standard set for
conventional ethanol, or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” (The Das Maoines

Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

hitos/fweww . enagov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended
mission, return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The
agenda focuses on the three E’s:

e <!--[if lsupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Environment: Protecting the environment
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e <!--]if lsupportlists]--><!--[endif]-->Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic
growth
e <I--[if lsupportlLists]--><!--[endif]-->Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in
Sycamore, Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy
Independence Executive Order, which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the
Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers that impede energy independence, including
unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric utilities. (Reutars, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by
human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is
not a question about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much
we contribute to it? How do we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an
unsustainable path? And what harm...is it causing an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)

PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S
leadership on climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you’re saying but here’s the deal though. It
was not about whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint
because Paris didn’t actually do that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles
about the criticism that was levied on the environmental left. They were very critical and
dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because China didn’t have to do anything
until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two and a half trillion
dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green Climate Fund. People
have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and
from 2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others
across the globe., When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to
this, we are doing it. We are at pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be
symbolic or optical with respect to whether progress or no progress is being made in CO2
reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“‘Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied
to him in light of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role
humans play in warming the planet. ‘What does it even mean? That's what | think about it. |
deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That's crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his
position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to that, but "the ability to measure
with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very challenging to do.””

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE] ...
“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents,
emerged in surprising ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General
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Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works
Chairman John Barrasso {R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of what Pruitt would need to fix —
and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the last eight years
has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,” said
Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst
government-created environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint,
Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats
when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was the direct fault of the EPA, which
botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the presence of lead in
water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water,
but said that it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” {The Washington Post,
01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Mich.” (Press Releass, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the
total to $29 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over
$90,000 in additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs
incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Press Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...

In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA
Administrator, Scott Pruitt has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting
into action his promise of an open door policy and a new beginning of partnership with the
states.” (Press Release, 02/26/17)

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt will deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting

tomorrow to discuss agency priorities under the Trump Administration.” {Fress Release
03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under
no obligation to adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are
over,” the letter reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and
local communities as we develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the
economy in a manner that is respectful of and consistent with the rule of law.” (Fress Relezse,
03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition
of ‘Waters of the United States.”” (Fress Helesse, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the
Environmental Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees

ED_002539_00011084-00005



and members of Congress, President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive
Order to protect thousands of jobs and strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our
policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are
costly for automakers and the American pecple,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will
work with our partners at DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This
thorough review will help ensure that this national program is good for consumers and good for

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt
signed a proposed rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management
Program (RMP) Amendments to allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the
RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.” (Fress Relesse, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost
businesses $171 million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-
day extension of the comment period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements
for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency has received dozens of requests to extend the
comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of these requirements would cost

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...
The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders
and community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new

groundwater and soil treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Fress Release,
03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead
Superfund site in East Chicago in April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially
responsible parties to fund part of this work valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to
the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014 consent decree.” (Frass Release,
03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase
of Pompton Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to
529 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in
additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred
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responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Fress Relesse, 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Press
Release 02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act
(DERA) grant to the historic Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will
provide partial funding to replace the current diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric

ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of its type in the United
States, and only the second of its kind in the world. {Press Release, 02/24/17)

Jahan Wilcox
EPA

Work Email: wilcox.ishan@epa.gov
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 5:48:18 PM

To: matt.revtai@flagfamily.com; scotth@flagfamily.com

CC: mnowatzki@nd.gov; lebachmeier@nd.gov; Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Wednesday's Interview from 9:00 - 9:28 AM (No Calls)

Attachments: 08.09.08 - OTR North Dakota Backgrounder .docx

Scott and & Matt —

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, August 9th at 9:00 AM for a 20 minute interview with Scott
Pruitt and Doug Burgum about the EPA’s Accomplishments, our visit to North Dakota, and items that are
specific to North Dakota. We kindly ask that you do not take any calls since you will have both Doug and Pruitt
in studio. Let me know if there is anything else you need from us.

Jahan

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in 3 Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO NORTH DAKOTA ...
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to North Dakota at the request of Governor Doug Burgum. While in
North Dakota, he will hold a roundtable on the Waters of the United States Tour at NDSU. Additionally, given

ED_002539_00011085-00001



that North Dakota is a leader in energy, he will then travel with the Governor to Grand Forks, where Pruitt,
Burgum and UND President Mark Kennedy will tour the UND Energy & Environmental Research Center, which
will be followed by a roundtable discussion.

Farm groups applaud withdrawal of WOTUS rule. “Farm group leaders were predictably pleased Tuesday
with the announcement that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has filed an official proposal to
withdraw the controversial Waters of the United States rule. “This is good news. There has just been sc much
uncertainty for growers,” said Theresia Gillie, a Hallock, Minn., farmer and president of her state Soybean
Growers Association. Daryl Lies, a Douglas farmer and president of the North Dakota Farm Bureau, said the
announcement ‘is a big deal and a great day for agriculture.”” (Bismarck Tribune, 06/27/17)

EPA Signs off on North Dakota Regulation of C02 Wells. “The Trump administration is proposing to make
North Dakota the first state with the power to regulate underground wells used for long-term storage of
waste carbon dioxide captured from industrial sources such as coal-fired power plants. Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday signed off on the proposal that had languished under
the Obama administration. A final decision will come after a 60-day public comment period that will follow a
Federal Register posting. North Dakota, which has a large coal industry, would be the first state to get such
authority, according to the EPA.” (The Associsted Press, 05/09/17)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.” This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Fress Releass, 06/27/17)

Governor Doug Burgum (ND): “Clean water is critical to quality of life and our economy, and no one cares
more about clean water in North Dakota than the people who live here. Today’s action is a welcome step
toward a rule recognizing that states are best positioned to protect, manage and regulate their own waters.
The Obama administration’s WOTUS rule was a particularly egregious example of regulatory overreach that
effectively classified almost every pond, pothole and slough as a federal managed waterway, creating
confusion and uncertainty for farmers, ranchers, landowners and local governments. We are encouraged that
the EPA and Corps of Engineers have been reaching out to governors early in this renewed rulemaking
process, and we hope such consultation will continue and culminate in a rule that respects states’ authority
and unique role in protecting their water resources. We are grateful to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt for his
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North Dakota’s Sequestration Wells ...

ND could become 1st state to regulate injection wells to store carbon dioxide underground. “The
Environmental Protection Agency administrator announced Tuesday, May 9, he has sighed a proposed rule
that will allow North Dakota to regulate underground wells to store carbon dioxide, opening the door for new
projects to reduce emissions. The long-awaited step from the EPA puts North Dakota on track to become the
first state to have regulatory authority over Class Vi wells, or injection wells, that can store carbon dioxide
deep underground instead of releasing it into the atmosphere.” (Farge Forum, 05/09/17)

Senator Hoevan's Statement: “We appreciate Administrator Pruitt moving forward with the state’s
application to be the primary regulator for Class VI wells. We’ve worked since 2008 to develop a states-first
approach to regulating geological sequestration, which will help our energy industry, both traditional and
renewable, to develop new technologies for storing CO2. This is important as we work to develop clean coal
technologies, as well as projects to sequester CO2 from ethanol production.”

Congressman Crammer’s Statement: "Nearly four years after North Dakota first made the request, the EPA —
under new management — is finishing its work on the State’s application to regulate carbon capture within
their state boundaries. As a former North Dakota Public Service Commissioner overseeing environmental
programs such as the Surface Mine Coal Reclamation Act, | know first-hand how efficiently and responsibly the
State of North Dakota exercises these delegated powers. With the State’s expert staff and long history of
leading environmental programs, it only makes sense for them to take over as the primary regulator of carbon
capture regulations. The announcement today is a victory for our State, and I'm grateful for the Administrator
Pruitt’s swift action on this request.”

MNorth Dakota & EPA ...

All of a Sudden North Dakota and the EPA Are Getting Along. “In years past, when I'd talk with colleagues
and others from out of state, I'd joke that North Dakota’s official pastime is suing the federal government.
Because our state does it a lot, and regulations implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency have
always been a frequent target. But of late, under the Trump administration, there has been a big shift in our
state’s relationship with that federal agency. ‘The days of coercive federalism are over,” new EPA head Scott
Pruit said earlier this year in a letter to Governor Doug Burgum. Today, in a press release announcing the EPA’s
proposed approval of a state-run carbon capture and sequestration program for North Dakota, the federal
agency touted it as an example of ‘cooperative federalism.”” (Grand Forks Herald, 05/09/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

hitos  fwww epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e [Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,

Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
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that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a gquestion
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it

PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“'Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That's
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.” (Paliticn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE] ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)
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Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Prags Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Releass, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Prass Relsase, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Releass, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
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has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Press Release, 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Relsase, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...
EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine
release.” (Fress Relesss, 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Prass Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Prass Release, 02/24/17)

S Scoosbus A Sbneoiososieolesdivod
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BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRLNTT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt
and his friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma
in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his
energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And
they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment of
government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://www tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/scott-pruitt-politics-baseball-and-jesus/article_30ae4ff2-
afeb-5384-ae05-becO0daedebe.html" ], 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump
administration. “Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few
connections to President Trump’s inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many
employees were openly hostile to him. But the administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet,
a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and
agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.” ([
HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/scott-pruitt-outspoken-and-forceful-moves-to-
the-center-of-power-within-the-trump-administration/2017/06/02/a1b4d298-46fa-11e7-a196-
albb629f64ch_story.html?utm_term=.95fd9290d626" ], 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one
of two types of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the
centrist—think Christie Todd Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a
Democratic administration. The other is the fierce conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-
83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday,
52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation. ‘There is
no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a
particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes
statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.’
You might call him an EPA originalist.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.wsj.com/articles/scott-pruitts-
back-to-basics-agenda-for-the-epa-1487375872" 1, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO NORTH DAKOTA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to North Dakota at the request of Governor Doug
Burgum. While in North Dakota, he will hold a roundtable on the Waters of the United States
Tour at NDSU. Additionally, given that North Dakota is a leader in energy, he will then travel
with the Governor to Grand Forks, where Pruitt, Burgum and UND President Mark Kennedy will
tour the UND Energy & Environmental Research Center, which will be followed by a roundtable
discussion.
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Farm groups applaud withdrawal of WOTUS rule. “Farm group leaders were predictably
pleased Tuesday with the announcement that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has
filed an official proposal to withdraw the controversial Waters of the United States rule.

“This is good news. There has just been so much uncertainty for growers,” said Theresia Gillie, a
Hallock, Minn., farmer and president of her state Soybean Growers Association. Daryl Lies, a
Douglas farmer and president of the North Dakota Farm Bureau, said the announcement ‘is a
big deal and a great day for agriculture.”” ([ HYPERLINK "http://bismarcktribune.com/news/state-
and-regional/farm-groups-applaud-withdrawal-of-wotus-rule/article_73709066-81cc-534f-912f-
bc8b70d9509e.htmi" 1, 06/27/17)

EPA Signs off on North Dakota Regulation of CO2 Wells. “The Trump administration is
proposing to make North Dakota the first state with the power to regulate underground wells
used for long-term storage of waste carbon dioxide captured from industrial sources such as
coal-fired power plants. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on
Tuesday signed off on the proposal that had languished under the Obama administration. A
final decision will come after a 60-day public comment period that will follow a Federal Register
posting. North Dakota, which has a large coal industry, would be the first state to get such
authority, according to the EPA.” {[ HYPERLINK "https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/north-
dakota/articles/2017-05-09/epa-signs-off-on-north-dakota-regulation-of-co2-wells" ], 05/09/17)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule
to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015
defining "waters of the United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide
certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a
substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United States." The proposed rule
would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott
Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are
committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a
way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This
proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017, Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the
Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the 'Waters of the United States'
Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure that the Nation's
navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress
and the States under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow
an expeditious, two-step process that will provide certainty across the country.” ([ HYPERLINK
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"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-us-army-move-rescind-2015-waters-us" ], 06/27/17)

Governor Doug Burgum (ND): “Clean water is critical to quality of life and our economy, and no
one cares more about clean water in North Dakota than the people who live here. Today’s
action is a welcome step toward a rule recognizing that states are best positioned to protect,
manage and regulate their own waters. The Obama administration’s WOTUS rule was a
particularly egregious example of regulatory overreach that effectively classified almost every
pond, pothole and slough as a federal managed waterway, creating confusion and uncertainty
for farmers, ranchers, landowners and local governments. We are encouraged that the EPA and
Corps of Engineers have been reaching out to governors early in this renewed rulemaking
process, and we hope such consultation will continue and culminate in a rule that respects
states’ authority and unique role in protecting their water resources. We are grateful to EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt for his leadership on this issue.” ([ HYPERLINK
"http://usenvironmentalprotectionagency.cmail20.com/t/d-I-kdiljri-alydlulij-j/" 1, 06/27/17)

North Dakota’s Sequestration Walls ...

ND could become 1st state to regulate injection wells to store carbon dioxide underground.
“The Environmental Protection Agency administrator announced Tuesday, May 9, he has signed
a proposed rule that will allow North Dakota to regulate underground wells to store carbon
dioxide, opening the door for new projects to reduce emissions. The long-awaited step from
the EPA puts North Dakota on track to become the first state to have regulatory authority over
Class V! wells, or injection wells, that can store carbon dioxide deep underground instead of
releasing it into the atmosphere.” ([ HYPERLINK "http://www.wday.com/news/north-
dakota/4264028-nd-could-become-1st-state-regulate-injection-wells-store-carbon-dioxide" ],
05/09/17)

Senator Hoevan's Statement: “We appreciate Administrator Pruitt moving forward with the
state’s application to be the primary regulator for Class VI wells. We've worked since 2008 to
develop a states-first approach to regulating geological sequestration, which will help our
energy industry, both traditional and renewable, to develop new technologies for storing CO2.
This is important as we work to develop clean coal technologies, as well as projects to
sequester CO2 from ethanol production.”

Congressman Crammer’s Statement: "Nearly four years after North Dakota first made the
request, the EPA — under new management — is finishing its work on the State’s application to
regulate carbon capture within their state boundaries. As a former North Dakota Public Service
Commissioner overseeing environmental programs such as the Surface Mine Coal Reclamation
Act, | know first-hand how efficiently and responsibly the State of North Dakota exercises these
delegated powers. With the State’s expert staff and long history of leading environmental
programs, it only makes sense for them to take over as the primary regulator of carbon capture
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regulations. The announcement today is a victory for our State, and I’'m grateful for the
Administrator Pruitt’s swift action on this request.”

MNorth Dakota & EPA ...

All of a Sudden North Dakota and the EPA Are Getting Along. “In years past, when I’d talk with
colleagues and others from out of state, |’d joke that North Dakota’s official pastime is suing the
federal government. Because our state does it a lot, and regulations implemented by the
Environmental Protection Agency have always been a frequent target. But of late, under the
Trump administration, there has been a big shift in our state’s relationship with that federal
agency. ‘The days of coercive federalism are over,” new EPA head Scott Pruit said earlier this
year in a letter to Governor Doug Burgum. Today, in a press release announcing the EPA’s
proposed approval of a state-run carbon capture and sequestration program for North Dakota,
the federal agency touted it as an example of ‘cooperative federalism.”” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.sayanythingblog.com/entry/sudden-north-dakota-epa-getting-along/" 1, 05/09/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

[ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda” ]

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended
mission, return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The
agenda focuses on the three E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in
Sycamore, Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy
independence Executive Order, which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the
Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers that impede energy independence, including
unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric utilities. ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X01Z2" ], 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by
human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is
not a question about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much
we contribute to it? How do we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an
unsustainable path? And what harm...is it causing an existential threat? ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X012" ], 07/12/17)
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PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S
leadership on climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It
was not about whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint
because Paris didn’t actually do that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles
about the criticism that was levied on the environmental left. They were very critical and
dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because China didn’t have to do anything
until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two and a half trillion
dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green Climate Fund. People
have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and
from 2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That’s better than others
across the globe. When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to
this, we are doing it. We are at pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be
symbolic or optical with respect to whether progress or no progress is being made in CO2
reduction, ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X01Z" |,
07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied
to him in light of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role
humans play in warming the planet. ‘What does it even mean? That's what | think about it. |
deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his
position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to that, but "the ability to measure
with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very challenging to do.””
{[ HYPERLINK "http://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/12/pruitt-climate-hypocrisy-merkel-europe-
240479" 1, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...
“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents,
emerged in surprising ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General
Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works
Chairman John Barrasso {R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of what Pruitt would need to fix —
and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the last eight years
has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,” said
Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst
government-created environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint,
Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats
when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was the direct fault of the EPA, which
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botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the presence of lead in
water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water,
but said that it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” {[ HYPERLINK
"https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/01/18/in-scott-pruitt-hearing-flint-
water-crisis-emerges-as-gop-wedge-against-obama-epa/?utm_term=.0cc87df2de65" ], 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Mich.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-100-million-michigan-flint-
water-infrastructure-upgrades" 1, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the
total to $29 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over
$90,000 in additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs
incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-reimbursing-gold-king-mine-costs" ], 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...

In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA
Administrator, Scott Pruitt has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting
into action his promise of an open door policy and a new beginning of partnership with the
states.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-scott-pruitt-hosts-

western-governors-sunday-morning-breakfast-meeting" ], 02/26/17)

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt will deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting
tomorrow to discuss agency priorities under the Trump Administration.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/tomorrow-epa-administrator-deliver-remarks-us-conference-
mayors-meeting” ], 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under
no obligation to adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are
over,” the letter reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and
jocal communities as we develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the
economy in a manner that is respectful of and consistent with the rule of law.” {{ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-sends-clean-power-plan-guidance-letter-
governors-0" 1, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...
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An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition
of ‘Waters of the United States.”” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-act-waters-
united-states-rule-1" ], 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the
Environmental Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees
and members of Congress, President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive
Order to protect thousands of jobs and strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our
policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our citizens.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-review-clean-power-plan-under-president-trumps-executive-
order" ], 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are
costly for automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will
work with our partners at DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This
thorough review will help ensure that this national program is good for consumers and good for
the environment.”” ([ HYPERLINK “https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-reexamine-emission-
standards-cars-and-light-duty-trucks-model-years-2022-2025" ], 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt
signed a proposed rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management
Program (RMP) Amendments to allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the
RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-seeks-additional-time-review-rmp-rule" ],
03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost
businesses $171 million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-
day extension of the comment period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements
for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency has received dozens of requests to extend the
comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of these requirements would cost
American businesses up to $171 million a year.” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-extends-comment-period-hard-rock-mining-proposed-rule" ],
02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders
and community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new
groundwater and soil treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” ([ HYPERLINK
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"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-epa-kicks-cleanup-west-oakland-superfund-site” ], 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead
Superfund site in East Chicago in April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially
responsible parties to fund part of this work valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to
the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014 consent decree.” {[ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-set-resume-cleanup-uss-lead-superfund-site-east-chicago-
ind" ], 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase
of Pompton Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is holding a public session to discuss that work.” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-set-oversee-second-phase-43-million-cleanup-pompton-lake”
], 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ..

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Mich.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-100-million-michigan-flint-
water-infrastructure-upgrades" ], 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to
$29 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in
additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred
responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-reimbursing-gold-king-mine-costs" ], 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. ([
HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-380000-dine-college-abandoned-uranium-
mine-study” ], 02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act
{DERA) grant to the historic Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will
provide partial funding to replace the current diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry.
This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of its type in the United States, and
only the second of its kind in the world. {[ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-
awards-109-million-dera-grant-gees-bend-ferry-wilcox-county-al" ], 02/24/17)
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 5:43:12 PM

To: kwallevand@wday.com; kwallevand@wday.com

CC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy
[graham.amy@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Wednesday's Interview at 8:30 (can you confirm you got this)

Attachments: 08.09.08 - OTR North Dakota Backgrounder .docx

Kevin —

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, August 9th at 8:30 AM for a 7-10 minute interview regarding
Pruitt’s trip to North Dakota and items that pertain to the EPA and North Dakota. Attached and below is a
backgrounder on Pruitt, the EPA and North Dakota related stuff. Let me know if you need anything else.

Jahan

BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO 15 SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsz

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO NORTH DAKOTA ...
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to North Dakota at the request of Governor Doug Burgum. While in
North Dakota, he will hold a roundtable on the Waters of the United States Tour at NDSU. Additionally, given
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that North Dakota is a leader in energy, he will then travel with the Governor to Grand Forks, where Pruitt,
Burgum and UND President Mark Kennedy will tour the UND Energy & Environmental Research Center, which
will be followed by a roundtable discussion.

Farm groups applaud withdrawal of WOTUS rule. “Farm group leaders were predictably pleased Tuesday
with the announcement that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has filed an official proposal to
withdraw the controversial Waters of the United States rule. “This is good news. There has just been so much
uncertainty for growers,” said Theresia Gillie, a Hallock, Minn., farmer and president of her state Soybean
Growers Association. Daryl Lies, a Douglas farmer and president of the North Dakota Farm Bureau, said the
announcement ‘is a big deal and a great day for agriculture.”” (Bismarck Tribune, 06/27/17)

EPA Signs off on North Dakota Regulation of C02 Wells. “The Trump administration is proposing to make
North Dakota the first state with the power to regulate underground wells used for long-term storage of
waste carbon dioxide captured from industrial sources such as coal-fired power plants. Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday signed off on the proposal that had languished under
the Obama administration. A final decision will come after a 60-day public comment period that will follow a
Federal Register posting. North Dakota, which has a large coal industry, would be the first state to get such
authority, according to the EPA.” (The Associsted Press, 05/09/17)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Fress Releass, 06/27/17)

Governor Doug Burgum (ND): “Clean water is critical to quality of life and our economy, and no one cares
more about clean water in North Dakota than the people who live here. Today’s action is a welcome step
toward a rule recognizing that states are best positioned to protect, manage and regulate their own waters.
The Obama administration’s WOTUS rule was a particularly egregious example of regulatory overreach that
effectively classified almost every pond, pothole and slough as a federal managed waterway, creating
confusion and uncertainty for farmers, ranchers, landowners and local governments. We are encouraged that
the EPA and Corps of Engineers have been reaching out to governors early in this renewed rulemaking
process, and we hope such consultation will continue and culminate in a rule that respects states’ authority
and unique role in protecting their water resources. We are grateful to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt for his
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North Dakota’s Sequestration Wells ...

ND could become 1st state to regulate injection wells to store carbon dioxide underground. “The
Environmental Protection Agency administrator announced Tuesday, May 9, he has sighed a proposed rule
that will allow North Dakota to regulate underground wells to store carbon dioxide, opening the door for new
projects to reduce emissions. The long-awaited step from the EPA puts North Dakota on track to become the
first state to have regulatory authority over Class Vi wells, or injection wells, that can store carbon dioxide
deep underground instead of releasing it into the atmosphere.” (Farge Forum, 05/09/17)

Senator Hoevan's Statement: “We appreciate Administrator Pruitt moving forward with the state’s
application to be the primary regulator for Class VI wells. We’ve worked since 2008 to develop a states-first
approach to regulating geological sequestration, which will help cur energy industry, both traditional and
renewable, to develop new technologies for storing CO2. This is important as we work to develop clean coal
technologies, as well as projects to sequester CO2 from ethanol production.”

Congressman Crammer’s Statement: "Nearly four years after North Dakota first made the request, the EPA —
under new management — is finishing its work on the State’s application to regulate carbon capture within
their state boundaries. As a former North Dakota Public Service Commissioner overseeing environmental
programs such as the Surface Mine Coal Reclamation Act, | know first-hand how efficiently and responsibly the
State of North Dakota exercises these delegated powers. With the State’s expert staff and long history of
leading environmental programs, it only makes sense for them to take over as the primary regulator of carbon
capture regulations. The announcement today is a victory for our State, and I'm grateful for the Administrator
Pruitt’s swift action on this request.”

MNorth Dakota & EPA ...

All of a Sudden North Dakota and the EPA Are Getting Along. “In years past, when I'd talk with colleagues
and others from out of state, I'd joke that North Dakota’s official pastime is suing the federal government.
Because our state does it a lot, and regulations implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency have
always been a frequent target. But of late, under the Trump administration, there has been a big shift in our
state’s relationship with that federal agency. ‘The days of coercive federalism are over,” new EPA head Scott
Pruit said earlier this year in a letter to Governor Doug Burgum. Today, in a press release announcing the EPA’s
proposed approval of a state-run carbon capture and sequestration program for North Dakota, the federal
agency touted it as an example of ‘cooperative federalism.”” (Grand Forks Herald, 05/09/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

hitos  fwww epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,

Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
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that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it

PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“‘Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.” (Paliticn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of envircnmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)
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Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Prags Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Releass, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Press Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Releass, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
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has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Press Release, 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Relsase, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...
EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine
release.” (Fress Relesss, 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Prass Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Prass Release, 02/24/17)

S Scoosbus A Sbneoiososieolesdivod
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 4:36:10 PM

To: emoynihan@hearst.com

CC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy
[graham.amy@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Tuesday's Interview at 12:30 PM at KCCI-TV

Attachments: 08.08.08 - OTR lowa Backgrounder .docx

Erin —

We have set aside 10 minutes for a 1x1 interview with you and EPA Administrator Pruitt. This interview will be
on Tuesday, August 8th at 12:00 PM — 12:10 PM (this is a minor time change at KCCl’s studio). I've also
attached a backgrounder on why we are coming to lowa, accomplishments by this EPA and frequently asked
guestions and responses. Let me know if you need anything else.

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in 3 Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.
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lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’'s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” (The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (iows AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone and rescind the

Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ...

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’” said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S."' and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States’ Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds (IA}: “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onercus and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to
the Trump administration for its continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” {Press

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “l am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across
lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)
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Senator Chuck Grassley (1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways., Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch bevond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and employers.” {Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.” The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” (The Des Maoines Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017
hitps:/fwww.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it
causing an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)
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PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that's very
challenging to do.”” (Politicn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of envircnmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Relesse, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Press Releass, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
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has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Releass, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Prass Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Prass Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Releass, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ..

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Releass, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”
(Press Releass, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press Beleass, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...
The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
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valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Relsase, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to
fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Prass Release, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Prass Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Prass Release, 02/24/17)

Jahan Wilcox
EPA
Strategic Communications Advisor

Work Celli Personal phone / Ex. 6 E

Work Email: wilcox. ahan®ena goy
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BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRLNTT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt
and his friend and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma
in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his
energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And
they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment of
government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://www tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/scott-pruitt-politics-baseball-and-jesus/article_30ae4ff2-
afeb-5384-ae05-becO0daedebe.html" ], 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump
administration. “Less than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few
connections to President Trump’s inner circle and took the helm of an agency where many
employees were openly hostile to him. But the administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet,
a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and
agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.” ([
HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/scott-pruitt-outspoken-and-forceful-moves-to-
the-center-of-power-within-the-trump-administration/2017/06/02/a1b4d298-46fa-11e7-a196-
albb629f64ch_story.html?utm_term=.95fd9290d626" ], 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one
of two types of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the
centrist—think Christie Todd Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a
Democratic administration. The other is the fierce conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-
83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday,
52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation. ‘There is
no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a
particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes
statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.’
You might call him an EPA originalist.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.wsj.com/articles/scott-pruitts-
back-to-basics-agenda-for-the-epa-1487375872" 1, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO 1OWA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the
United States Tour, which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a
roundtable discussion with Governor Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa
Farm Bureau.

lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have

written President-elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the
United States rule when he takes office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection
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Agency’s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small businesses, manufacturing and
agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our fellow lowans.”
Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that
Americans are ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an
end,” they added.” ([ HYPERLINK "http://globegazette.com/news/iowa/iowa-officials-ask-trump-to-
scrap-wotus/article_3aea55e4-4288-563c-bf95-51dec369994c.html" ], 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help
repeal WOTUS, but it requires action on your part.” {[ HYPERLINK
"https://www.iowaagribusinessradionetwork.com/cattlemens-group-asking-for-help-in-repealling-
wotus/" ], 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers
Association {(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone
and rescind the implementation of the “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule set to go into effect
on August 28. {[ HYPERLINK "https://www.iowacorn.org/about/news/iowa-corn-leaders-urge-epa-to-
rescind-wotus-rule-implementation/" ], 08/19/15)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule
to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015
defining "waters of the United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide
certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a
substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United States." The proposed rule
would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott
Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are
committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a
way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This
proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017, Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the
Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the 'Waters of the United States'
Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure that the Nation's
navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress
and the States under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow
an expeditious, two-step process that will provide certainty across the country.” ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-us-army-move-rescind-2015-waters-us" ], 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds (IA): “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of

government overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for
recognizing that WOTUS forced onerous and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and
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businesses, | also want to express my appreciation to the Trump administration for its
continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” {[ HYPERLINK
"http://usenvironmentalprotectionagency.cmail20.com/t/d-I-kdiljrl-alydiulij-i/" ], 06/27/17}

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “| am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another
important step toward eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the
land is subject to extensive overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our
farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be
scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that, This is good news for
lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating this
overreaching rule.” {[ HYPERLINK "http://usenvironmentalprotectionagency.cmail20.com/t/d-l-kdiljrl-
alydlulij-u/" 1, 06/27/17)

Senator Chuck Grassley {1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a
bad regulation drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored
and manipulated legitimate concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders
in lowa struggled to make sense of the regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of
Engineers reguire permits for routine land use decisions is a waste of resources that are better
used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the nation’s

waterways. Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch beyond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and employers.” (|
HYPERLINK "http://usenvironmentalprotectionagency.cmail20.com/t/d-l-kdiljri-alydlulij-b/" ],
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new
mandates Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s
fuel supply. The agency said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for
2018.” It kept the total amount of conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s
fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the
next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311 million gallons. ‘Increased fuel
security is an important component of the path toward American energy dominance,” said EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market realities
focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges
that exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.” The proposed standard set for
conventional ethanol, or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” ([ HYPERLINK
"http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/2017/07/05/epa-lowers-mandate-advanced-biofuel-
keeps-ethanol-15-b-gallons/452831001/" ], 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGERNDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

[ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda" ]
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Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended
mission, return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The
agenda focuses on the three E’s:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in
Sycamore, Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy
Independence Executive Order, which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the
Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers that impede energy independence, including
unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric utilities. ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X012" ], 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by
human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is
not a question about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much
we contribute to it? How do we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an
unsustainable path? And what harm...is it causing an existential threat? ([ HYPERLINK
"https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X012" ], 07/12/17)

PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S
leadership on climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That's not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It
was not about whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint
because Paris didn’t actually do that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles
about the criticism that was levied on the environmental left. They were very critical and
dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because China didn’t have to do anything
until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two and a half trillion
dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green Climate Fund. People
have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and
from 2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others
across the globe. When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to
this, we are doing it. We are at pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be
symbolic or optical with respect to whether progress or no progress is being made in CO2
reduction, ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-text-idUSKBN19X01Z" 1,
07/12/17)
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CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied
to him in light of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role
humans play in warming the planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. |
deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his
position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to that, but "the ability to measure
with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very challenging to do.””
{[ HYPERLINK "http://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/12/pruitt-climate-hypocrisy-merkel-europe-
240479" 1, 07/12/17)

PREVIQUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE] ...
“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents,
emerged in surprising ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General
Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works
Chairman John Barrasso {R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of what Pruitt would need to fix —
and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the last eight years
has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”’ said
Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst
government-created environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint,
Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats
when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was the direct fault of the EPA, which
botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the presence of lead in
water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water,
but said that it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” {[ HYPERLINK
"https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/01/18/in-scott-pruitt-hearing-flint-
water-crisis-emerges-as-gop-wedge-against-obama-epa/?utm_term=.0cc87df2de65" ], 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Mich.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-100-million-michigan-flint-
water-infrastructure-upgrades" ], 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the
total to $29 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over
$90,000 in additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs
incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-reimbursing-gold-king-mine-costs" ], 03/16/17)
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WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...

In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA
Administrator, Scott Pruitt has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting
into action his promise of an open door policy and a new beginning of partnership with the
states.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-scott-pruitt-hosts-

western-governors-sunday-morning-breakfast-meeting" ], 02/26/17)

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt will deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting
tomorrow to discuss agency priorities under the Trump Administration.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/tomorrow-epa-administrator-deliver-remarks-us-conference-
mayors-meeting” ], 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under
no obligation to adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are
over,” the letter reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and
local communities as we develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the
economy in a manner that is respectful of and consistent with the rule of law.” {{ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-sends-clean-power-plan-guidance-letter-
governors-0" 1, 03/30/17)

WORIGNG WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator
Scott Pruitt issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition
of ‘Waters of the United States.”” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-act-waters-
united-states-rule-1" ], 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the
Environmental Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees
and members of Congress, President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive
Order to protect thousands of jobs and strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our
policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our citizens.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-review-clean-power-plan-under-president-trumps-executive-
order" ], 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. ““These standards are
costly for automakers and the American people,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will
work with our partners at DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This
thorough review will help ensure that this national program is good for consumers and good for
the environment.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-reexamine-emission-
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standards-cars-and-light-duty-trucks-model-years-2022-2025" ], 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt
signed a proposed rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management
Program {(RMP) Amendments to allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the
RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.” {[ HYPERLINK
"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-seeks-additional-time-review-rmp-rule" ],
03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost
businesses $171 million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-
day extension of the comment period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements
for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency has received dozens of requests to extend the
comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of these requirements would cost
American businesses up to $171 million a year.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-extends-comment-period-hard-rock-mining-proposed-rule” ],
02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders
and community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new
groundwater and soil treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-epa-kicks-cleanup-west-oakland-superfund-site” ], 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead
Superfund site in East Chicago in April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially
responsible parties to fund part of this work valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to
the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014 consent decree.” {[ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-set-resume-cleanup-uss-lead-superfund-site-east-chicago-
ind" ], 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase
of Pompton Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is holding a public session to discuss that work.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-set-oversee-second-phase-43-million-cleanup-pompton-lake”
1, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan
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Department of Environmental Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Mich.” ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-100-million-michigan-flint-
water-infrastructure-upgrades" 1, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to
$29 million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in
additional reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred
responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine release.” ([ HYPERLINK

"https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-reimbursing-gold-king-mine-costs" ], 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. ([
HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-380000-dine-college-abandoned-uranium-
mine-study” ], 02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act
(DERA) grant to the historic Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will
provide partial funding to replace the current diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry.
This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of its type in the United States, and
only the second of its kind in the world. ([ HYPERLINK "https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-
awards-109-million-dera-grant-gees-bend-ferry-wilcox-county-al" ], 02/24/17)
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 4:07:35 PM

To: Dave.Price@whotv.com

cC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln
[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Tuesday's Interview at 11:30 AM at WHO-TV

Attachments: 08.08.08 - OTR lowa Backgrounder .docx

Dave —

We are have set aside 10 minutes for a 1x1 interview with you and EPA Administrator Pruitt. This interview
will be on Tuesday, August 8th at 11:30 AM — 11:40 AM (this is a minor time change). I've also attached a
backgrounder on why we are coming to lowa, accomplishments by this EPA and frequently asked questions
and responses. Let me know if you need anything else.

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in 3 Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.
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lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’'s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” (The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (iows AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone and rescind the

Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ...

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’” said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S."' and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States’ Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds (IA}: “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onercus and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to
the Trump administration for its continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” {Press

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “l am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across
lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)
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Senator Chuck Grassley (1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways., Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch bevond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and employers.” {Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.” The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” (The Des Maoines Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017
hitps:/fwww.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it
causing an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)
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PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that's very
challenging to do.”” (Politicn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of envircnmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Relesse, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Press Releass, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt

ED_002539_00011092-00004



has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Releass, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Prass Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Prass Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Releass, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ..

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Releass, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”
(Press Releass, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press Beleass, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...
The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
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valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Relsase, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to
fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Prass Release, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Prass Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Prass Release, 02/24/17)

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Cell:i Personal phone / Ex. 6

Work Email: wilcox.jahan®@epa.gov
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Seabaugh, Catherine [seabaugh.catherine@epa.gov]

6/14/2018 5:24:26 PM

Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Faith and Freedom Thank Yous

Faith and Freedom Thank Yous.docx
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Faith and Freedom Thank Yous

Ralph Reed

Faith and Freedom Coalition

PO Box 957736

Duluth, GA 30095

Handwritten

Dear Ralph,

Thank you for speaking with me and my staff, we appreciate your fellowship. Thank you also for the
thoughtful introduction that you gave me. People like you who show such kindness help keep me
motivated to continue serving the American people to the best of my abilities.

| look forward to connecting with you again soon.

Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt

Timothy Head

Faith and Freedom Coalition
PO Box 957736

Duluth, GA 30095

Dear Timothy,

Thank you for your efforts in coordinating a wonderful platform in which | could discuss religious liberty
and our work at EPA. | greatly appreciate the invitation to speak at the Faith and Freedom event and |
hope to be able to participate again in the future. | admire your work and all that you do for Faith and
Freedom Coalition. Keep fighting the good fight!

| look forward to connecting with you again soon.

Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt

Joy Creasman

Faith and Freedom Coalition

PO Box 957736
Duluth, GA 30095
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Dear Joy,
It was a pleasure to see you again, you are truly a blessing to me. | am so glad to be back speak on the
topic of religious liberty and our work at EPA. Faith and Freedom Coalition is such a noble organization, |

am in constant admiration of all your efforts. | hope to have the ability to participate at events again in
the future.

| look forward to connecting with you again soon.
Warmest regards,

E. Scott Pruitt
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Message

From: Ford, Hayley [ford.hayley@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/15/2018 3:53:21 PM

To: Seabaugh, Catherine [seabaugh.catherine@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Faith and Freedom Thank Yous

Attachments: HF_Faith and Freedom Thank Yous.docx

Hayley Ford

Deputy White House Liaison and Personal Aide to the Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

ford haviey@ens gov

Phone: 202-564-2022

! 1
Ce”: Personal phone / Ex. 6 :

Lt e

From: Seabaugh, Catherine

Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2018 1:24 PM

To: Ford, Hayley <ford.hayley@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: Faith and Freedom Thank Yous
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 4:04:11 PM

To: 0. Kay Henderson [khenderson@radioiowa.com]

CC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy
[graham.amy@epa.gov]

Subject: Tuesday's Interview at 8:30 AM -- Capitol Room 15

Attachments: 08.08.08 - OTR lowa Backgrounder .docx

Kay —

We are have set aside 10 minutes for a 1x1 interview with you and EPA Administrator Pruitt. This interview
will be on Tuesday, August 8th at 8:30 AM - 8:40 AM in the Capitol, Room 15. I've also attached a
backgrounder on why we are coming to lowa, accomplishments by this EPA and frequently asked questions
and responses. Let me know if you need anything else.

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa
World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in 3 Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.
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lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’'s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” (The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (iows AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone and rescind the

Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ...

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’” said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S."' and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States’ Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds (IA}: “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onercus and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to
the Trump administration for its continuing commitment to work with states, not against them.” {Press

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “l am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. All across
lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)
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Senator Chuck Grassley (1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways., Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch bevond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and employers.” {Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.” The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” (The Des Maoines Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017
hitps:/fwww.epa.gov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it
causing an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)
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PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed O dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that's very
challenging to do.”” (Politicn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of envircnmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Relesse, 03/17/17)

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Press Releass, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
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has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Releass, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Prass Release, 03/30/17)

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Prass Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Releass, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ..

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Releass, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”
(Press Releass, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press Beleass, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...
The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
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valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Relsase, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to
fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Prass Release, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Prass Release,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Prass Release, 02/24/17)

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Ce”: Personal phone/ Ex. 6 E

Work Email: wilcox.jahan®@epa.gov
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 4:00:53 PM

To: Erin Murphy [Erin.Murphy@lee.net]

CC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy
[graham.amy@epa.gov]

Subject: Tuesday's Interview at 8:00 AM in the Capitol -- Room 15

Attachments: 08.08.08 - OTR lowa Backgrounder .docx

Erin—

We are have set aside 10 minutes for a 1x1 interview with you and EPA Administrator Pruitt. This interview
will be on Tuesday, August 8th at 8:00 AM - 8:10 AM in the Capitol, Room 15. You can bring a photographer
if you would like but no videographer. 've also attached a backgrounder on why we are coming to lowa,
accomplishments by this EPA and frequently asked questions and responses. Let me know if you need
anything else.

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRUITT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Cklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many
view as the embodiment of government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulza

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washingion Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (Tha
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
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Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.

lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” {The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (lowsa AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA) to postpone and rescind the
implementation of the “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule set to go into effect on August 28. (lowsz Corn
Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States"
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.’ This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Fress Releass, 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds {IA}: “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onerous and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to

Release, 06/27/17)

Senator Joni Ernst {IA): “| am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. Al across
lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
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this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Senator Chuck Grassley {1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under 3 bad process, The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation. Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing regulations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways. Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch beyond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and emplovyers.” (Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.’ The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” {Tha Des Moinss Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

hitos:/fwww.epa zov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE CHANGE ...
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it
causing an existential threat? (Reutsrs, 07/12/17)
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PARIS ACCORD ...
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful outcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That’s
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.”” (Foliticn, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso {(R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” (The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental

Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {(EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Fress Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
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In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door
policy and a new beginning of partnership with the states.” (Fress Releass, 02/26/17)

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Fress Release, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of

WORKING WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA’S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy Independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Press Relesse, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt sighed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program (RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”
(Press Release, 03/31/17)

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
these requirements would cost American businesses up to $171 million a year.” (Press Release, 02/24/17)

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Qakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Press Release, 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
{EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
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April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014
consent decree.” (Press Release, 03/20/17)

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...

EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to
fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine
release.” (Frass Release, 03/16/17)

02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Press Releass, 02/24/17)

R Ao ieo i idiodivedt

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Cell:i Personal phone / Ex. 6 E

Work Email: wilcox.jahan@epa.gov
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/4/2017 3:57:42 PM

To: kobradov@registermedia.com

CC: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy
[graham.amy@epa.gov]

Subject: Tuesday's Interview @ 7:30 AM in the Capitol

Attachments: 08.08.08 - OTR lowa Backgrounder .docx

Kathie —

We are have set aside 15 minutes for a 1x1 interview with you and EPA Administrator Pruitt. We'd also like to
extend this invitation to Donnelle Eller (you can pass that along) and this interview will be on Tuesday, August
8th at 7:30 AM - 7:45 AM in the Capitol, Room 15. You can bring a photographer if you would like but no
videographer. I've also attached a backgrounder on why we are coming to lowa, accomplishments by this EPA
and frequently asked questions and responses. Let me know if you need anything else.

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work CEIIE Personal phone / Ex. 6 E

Work Email: wilcox.jahan@epa.gov

OTR BACKGROUND BRIEF ON SCOTT PRUITT & THE EPA

WHO IS SCOTT PRLNTT ...

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That’s what Scott Pruitt and his friend
and campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt
elected lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried
Pruitt to victory and nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many

World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less
than four months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner
circle and took the helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy
architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a
slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.”
(The Washington Post, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types
of administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd
Whitman (2001-03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce
conservative—think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the
Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation.
‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular
administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are
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very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.” You might call him an EPA originalist.” (Tha
Wall Street lournal, 02/17/17)

WHY ARE WE COMING TO I0WA ...

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is coming to lowa as part of his state action, Waters of the United States Tour,
which includes meeting with Governor Reynolds in the Capitol and a roundtable discussion with Governor
Reynolds, Senator Grassley and Senator Ernst at the lowa Farm Bureau.

lowa officials ask Trump to scrap WOTUS. “Five of lowa’s six members of Congress have written President-
elect Donald Trump urging him to scrap the controversial Waters of the United States rule when he takes
office in January. Calling the Environmental Protection Agency’'s WOTUS rule “an economic assault on small
businesses, manufacturing and agriculture,” the five Republicans said it “threatens the very livelihood of our
fellow lowans.” Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, and Reps. Rod Blum, David Young and Steve King went on
to say those industries are the backbone of rural America. “The election results signaled that Americans are
ready for the last eight years of EPA’s power-grabbing mentality to come to an end,” they added.” {The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, 11/22/16)

Cattlemen’s group asking for help in repealing WOTUS. “The NCBA is asking producers to help repeal WOTUS,
but it requires action on your part.” (lowsa AgriBusiness, 08/03/17)

lowa Corn Leaders Urge EPA to Rescind WOTUS Rule Implementation. The lowa Corn Growers Association
(ICGA) is appealing to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to postpone and rescind the
implementation of the “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule set to go into effect on August 28. (lowz Corn
Growers, 08/19/15)

WOTUS ..

EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." “The Environmental Protection Agency,
Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are proposing a rule to rescind the Clean
Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the United States”
or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second rulemaking in
which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States." The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency
guidance, and longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and
provide regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is
the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S." and we are committed to moving through
this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and
collaborative with other agencies and the public.” This proposed rule follows the February 28, 2017,
Presidential Executive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing
the 'Waters of the United States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the national interest to ensure
that the Nation's navigable waters are kept free from pollution, while at the same time promoting economic
growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing due regard for the roles of Congress and the States
under the Constitution. To meet these objectives, the agencies intend to follow an expeditious, two-step
process that will provide certainty across the country.” (Fress Releass, 06/27/17)

Governor Kim Reynolds {IA}: “Waters of the United States was a significant and severe case of government
overreach by the Obama administration. | want to thank Secretary Pruitt for recognizing that WOTUS forced
onerous and unnecessary burdens on lowa’s farmers and businesses. | also want to express my appreciation to

Release, 06/27/17)
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Senator Joni Ernst {IA}): “] am pleased that the Trump administration is taking another important step toward
eliminating this burdensome WOTUS rule. In lowa, 97 percent of the land is subject to extensive
overregulation by the EPA and unnecessarily hamstrings our farmers, businesses and manufacturers. Al across
lowa, folks are calling for this rule to be scrapped, which is why | have led efforts in the Senate to do just that.
This is good news for lowa and rural communities across the country as we move closer to finally eliminating
this overreaching rule.” (Press Release, 06/27/17)

Senator Chuck Grassley {1A): “This is great news for accountability in government. This was a bad regulation
drafted under a bad process. The EPA over-reached its authority and ignored and manipulated legitimate
concerns raised by the public. Farmers, land owners and builders in lowa struggled to make sense of the
regulation., Having the federal EPA and the Corps of Engineers require permits for routine land use decisions is
a waste of resources that are better used enforcing existing reguiations against discharging pollutants into the
nation’s waterways. Agencies ought to enforce the laws as Congress intended, not stretch beyond their
authority to inflict unnecessary expense and red tape on law-abiding farmers and emplovyers.” (Press Release,
06/27/17)

RFS ...

EPA Keeps Ethanol At 15B Gallons. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released new mandates
Wednesday for the amount of renewable fuel that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply. The agency
said the proposed Renewable Fuel Standard “reflects demand for 2018.” It kept the total amount of
conventional ethanol that must be blended into the nation’s fuel supply at 15 billion gallons. But it dropped
the level of cellulosic biofuel, considered the next generation of ethanol, to 238 million gallons from 311
million gallons. ‘Increased fuel security is an important component of the path toward American energy
dominance,’ said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We are proposing new volumes consistent with market
realities focused on actual production and consumer demand while being cognizant of the challenges that
exist in bringing advanced biofuels into the marketplace.’ The proposed standard set for conventional ethanol,
or corn ethanol, matches the level set by Congress.” {Tha Des Moinss Register, 07/05/17)

BACK-TO-BASICS AGENDA ...

Press Release

April 20, 2017

hitos/ fwww.epz.zov/home/back-basics-agenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission,
return power to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three
E's:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore,
Pennsylvania. He spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order,
which directs EPA and other federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers
that impede energy independence, including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric
utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)
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CLIMATE CHANGE ..
REUTERS: The consensus has been overwhelming that climate change has been caused by human beings...

PRUITT: That’s not the question. It is not a question about whether the climate is warming. It is not a question
about whether human activity contributes to it. It is a question about how much we contribute to it? How do
we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an unsustainable path? And what harm...is it
causing an existential threat? (Reuters, 07/12/17)

PARIS ACCORD ..
REUTERS: On Paris and climate change, polls show younger people are more supportive of U.S leadership on
climate change. How do you explain your decision to a younger generation?

PRUITT: That’s not what Paris was about. | get what you're saying but here’s the deal though. It was not about
whether the U.S. is going to continue leading on reducing our CO2 footprint because Paris didn’t actually do
that. Paris was a bumper sticker. Go back and read the articles about the criticism that was levied on the
environmental left. They were very critical and dismissive of the Paris agreement. You know why? Because
China didn’t have to do anything until 2030 and India conditioned all of their obligations upon receiving two
and a half trillion dollars of aid. Russia, India and China contributed 0 dollars to the Green Climate Fund.
People have short memories there. We are already at pre 94 levels and we exited Kyoto in 2001 and from
2000 to 2014 we reduced our CO2 foot print by 18 plus percent. That's better than others across the globe.
When people really want action and meaningful cutcomes with regards to this, we are doing it. We are at
pre-1994 levels. Paris was not in my view — it shouldn’t be symbolic or optical with respect to whether
progress or no progress is being made in CO2 reduction. {Reuters, 07/12/17)

CLIMATE DENIER ...

“‘Pruitt bristled at the phrase "climate denier," a description that his critics have often applied to him in light
of his repeated statements disputing scientific conclusions about the large role humans play in warming the
planet. ‘What does it even mean? That’s what | think about it. | deny the climate? Really? Wow, OK. That's
crazy, in my view,” he said. Pruitt reiterated his position that the climate is warming and humans contribute to
that, but "the ability to measure with precision the human contribution to warming is something that’s very
challenging to do.”” (Pglitice, 07/12/17)

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S SO-CALLED ACCOMPLISHMENTS {FLINT & GOLD KING MINE]) ...

“The water crisis in Flint, which still affects thousands of that Michigan city’s residents, emerged in surprising
ways at the hearing for EPA nominee and Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt. In his remarks opening the
hearing, Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) cited Flint as an example of
what Pruitt would need to fix — and what the Obama administration had wrought. ‘The regulatory zeal of the
last eight years has violated a fundamental principle of environmental stewardship, which is ‘do no harm,”
said Barrasso. “This failed environmental leadership has contributed to two of the worst government-created
environmental disasters in decades: the Gold King Mine spill, and Flint, Michigan’s water crisis.” There was a
shift in the usual poker-faced expressions of Democrats when Barrasso said that. The Gold King Mine spill was
the direct fault of the EPA, which botched the handling of a wastewater study. But the Flint crisis, and the
presence of lead in water that poisoned residents for a year, was created by a confluence of factors. In a 2016
report, the EPA took blame for not alerting the public about the problem with lead in the water, but said that
it had done so out of a preponderance of caution.” {The Washington Post, 01/18/17)

Pruitt’s EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality to fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint, Mich.” (Press Release, 03/17/17)
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Pruitt’s EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29
million. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional
reimbursements to five entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5,
2015, Gold King Mine release.” (Prass Release, 03/16/17)

WORKING WITH STATE & LOCAL LEADERS ...
In his first week, Pruitt met with 18 Governors. “In his first week on the job as EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
has now met with 18 Governors and Lieutenant Governors, putting into action his promise of an open door

EPA Administrator Pruitt met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. “U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt will
deliver remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Leadership Meeting tomorrow to discuss agency priorities
under the Trump Administration.” (Prass Release, 03/01/17)

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to
adhere to the Clean Power Plan rule. “The days of coercive federalism are over,” the letter

reads. “Accordingly, | look forward to working with you, your state experts and local communities as we
develop a path forward to improve our environment and bolster the economy in a manner that is respectful of
and consistent with the rule of law.” (Press Releass, 03/30/17)

WORIGNG WITH PRESIDENT TRUMP ON ROLLING BACK OBAMA'S AGENDA ...

An executive order was issued to rescind WOTUS. “President Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
issued an executive order to rescind or revise the 2015 Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United
States.”” (Press Release, 02/28/17)

An executive order was issued to rescind the so-called Clean Power Plan. “Today, at the Environmental
Protection Agency surrounded by American energy workers, public employees and members of Congress,
President Donald Trump signed the Energy independence Executive Order to protect thousands of jobs and
strengthen energy security, while also ensuring that our policies provide clean air and clean water for all of our
citizens.” (Prass Release, 03/28/17)

EXAMINING COSTLY REGULATIONS ...

EPA to reexamine emission standards for cars and light duty trucks. “These standards are costly for
automakers and the American people,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘We will work with our partners at
DOT to take a fresh look to determine if this approach is realistic. This thorough review will help ensure that
this national program is good for consumers and good for the environment.”” (Frass Release, 03/15/17)

EPA Administrator seeks additional time to review RMP Rule. “Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a proposed
rule this week to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program {RMP) Amendments to
allow EPA time to complete the process for reconsidering the RMP Amendments issued on January 17, 2017.”

EPA extended the comment period on the Hard Rock Mining proposed rule that could cost businesses $171
million annually. “The Environmental Protection Agency today issued a 120-day extension of the comment
period related to proposed financial responsibility requirements for the hard rock mining industry. The Agency
has received dozens of requests to extend the comment period. EPA estimates predict the implementation of
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CLEANING LIP THE ENVIRONMENT ...

The EPA kicks-off cleanup at the West Oakland Superfund site. “[The EPA] joined local leaders and
community members in Oakland to celebrate the installation and start-up of a new groundwater and soil
treatment system at the AMCO Chemical Superfund Site.” (Fress Release, 03/18/17)

The EPA will resume cleanup at the East Chicago Superfund site. “The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is preparing to resume cleanup work in zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund site in East Chicago in
April. EPA has reached an agreement with several potentially responsible parties to fund part of this work
valued at an estimated $16 million -- in addition to the $26 million already secured for work under a 2014

EPA set to oversee second phase of $43 million cleanup of Pompton Lake. “The second phase of Pompton
Lake cleanup will begin this spring and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is holding a public
session to discuss that work.” (Press Release, 03/28/17)

ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR VITAL PROJECTS ...
EPA awarded $100 million to upgrade drinking water in Flint, Michigan. “The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) today awarded a $100 million grant to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to

EPA committed additional funds surround the Gold King Mine release, bringing the total to $29 million. “The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided over $90,000 in additional reimbursements to five
entities in Colorado and Utah for their costs incurred responding to the August 5, 2015, Gold King Mine
release.” (Prass Release, 03/16/17)

EPA awards $380,000 to Diné College for abandoned uranium mine study in Arizona. (Press Releass,
02/28/17)

EPA Awards $1.09 million DERA Grant to Gees Bend Ferry in Alabama. Today, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded a $1.09 million Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) grant to the historic
Gees Bend Ferry in Wilcox County, AL. ... The DERA award will provide partial funding to replace the current
diesel-powered ferry with a 100% electric ferry. This will be the first zero-emission passenger/vehicle ferry of
its type in the United States, and only the second of its kind in the world. (Press Release, 02/24/17)

ORI icotoo e MSM Scodscsboichodiorst
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Message

From: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/25/2017 4:43:52 PM

To: Dravis, Samantha [dravis.samantha@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.jchn@epa.gov]
CC: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Healthy places

Once the release is up, we can send a copy of it to this reporter who wrote this article and see if they want to
do a follow-up.

From: Dravis, Samantha

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:08 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

http://www.wearewvproud.com/story/2 7908695 /fruits-of-labor-growing-seeds-of-recovery

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:05 AM

To: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.ichn@epa.gov>
Cc¢: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

Oh good; thanks for suggesting. Good news, hopefully?

From: Dravis, Samantha

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:03 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

He did it and he did great. A woman who runs a faith-based initiative in West Virginia helping recovering addicts was
there and showed him a video about her program, and he loved it.

Eric has the photos.

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 9:27 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Healthy places

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Konkus, John
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 8:23 AM
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To: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Healthy places

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Just a thought!

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency

Deputy Associate Administrator for Public Affairs
MOblleE Personal phone / Ex. 6 i
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Message

From: Dravis, Samantha [dravis.samantha@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/25/2017 2:11:24 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
CC: Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Healthy places

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/local-foods-local-places

From: Dravis, Samantha

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:08 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

http://www.wearewvproud.com/story/2 7908695 /fruits-of-labor-growing-seeds-of-recovery

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:05 AM

To: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha®epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.jchn@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

Oh good; thanks for suggesting. Good news, hopefully?

From: Dravis, Samantha

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:03 AM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Healthy places

He did it and he did great. A woman who runs a faith-based initiative in West Virginia helping recovering addicts was
there and showed him a video about her program, and he loved it.

Eric has the photos.

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 9:27 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Healthy places

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 8:23 AM

To: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Healthy places
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Just a thought!

John Konkus
Environmental Protection Agency

Deputy Associate Administrator for Public Affairs
Mobile: E Personal phone / Ex. 6
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 7/18/2017 1:47:19 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Linceln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy®@epa.gov]; Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]; Abboud,
Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: EPA & WCCO Radio

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 9:46 AM

To: 'Erickson, Jimmy' <jerickson@wccoradio.cbs.com>

Cc: Graham, Amy <graham.amy®@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: EPA & WCCO Radio

Jimmy Erickson —
We are looking forward to coming to WCCO-AM tomorrow morning. Again, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is here as
part of his Back-To-Basics Tour where he will specifically talk about the repeal of the Waters of the United States

{(WOTUS) rule, and he will also be meeting with Governor Mark Dayton.

Please let us know if there is anything else you need from us.

Who is Scott Pruitt

Official Bio: htns:/ fweww . 2oa.g0v/ aboutens//enas-ardministrator

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt and his friend and
campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected
lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and
nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment of
government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less than four
months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner circle and took the
helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and
sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of
issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.” (The Washington Past, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types of
administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd Whitman (2001-
03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce conservative—think Anne
Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46,
doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation. ‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should
ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the
law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.’
You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The Wall Strest Journal, 02/17/17)

WOTUS
Federal water rules are too costly for Minnesota counties. “At the end of May, the U.S. Environmental Protection
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Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published the long-awaited final rule on “Definition of Waters in the
U.s.” — “WOTUS” for short — as an amendment to the Clean Water Act. While the efforts of these agencies are
appreciated, county governments are disappointed with the final result. Minnesota counties are concerned that the new
WOTUS rule increases the scope of the authority of the EPA and the Army Corps — adding costly regulations and
excessive federal government overreach — and that it will greatly affect county governments in southern Minnesota
and across the state. Currently, local and county governments maintain public safety infrastructure around roads and
bridges that keep rising water away from citizens and their property. Local governments use a variety of methods to do
this, including flood control channels, roadside ditches and green infrastructure.” (The Star Tribuneg, 07/15/15)

“The Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers {the agencies) are proposing
a rule to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the
United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second
rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States.” The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We are taking significant action to return power to the states and provide regulatory certainty to
our nation's farmers and businesses,’ said Administrator Scott Pruitt. ‘This is the first step in the two-step process to
redefine 'waters of the U.S.' and we are committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide regulatory
certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative with other agencies and the public.””{Press Release,
06/27/17)

Back-to-Basics Agenda

Press Release

April 20, 2017
hitos:/fwww.epagov/home/back-hasics-sgenda

Administrator Pruitt's "Back-to-Basics Agenda" reflects his efforts to refocus EPA on its intended mission, return power
to the states and create an environment where jobs can grow. The agenda focuses on the three E’s:

e Environment: Protecting the environment
e Economy: Sensible regulations that allow economic growth
e Engagement: Engaging with state and local partners.

Administrator Pruitt kicked off his “Back to Basics Agenda” on April 13 at the Harvey Mine in Sycamore, Pennsylvania. He
spoke with coal miners about the president’s recent Energy Independence Executive Order, which directs EPA and other
federal agencies to review the Clean Power Plan and revise regulatory barriers that impede energy independence,
including unnecessary burdens on coal miners and coal-fired electric utilities. (Reuters, 07/12/17)

Jahan Wilcox
EPA

Work Ce”: Personal phone / Ex. 6 E
Work Email: wilcox.ishan@epa.gov

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 12:31 PM

To: 'Erickson, Jimmy' <jgrickson@wocoradio.chs.com>
Subject: RE: EPA & WCCO Radio

Great, thank you! We will see you at 7:20a in the studio -- £25 Znd Ave § Ste 200, Minnsapols, MN
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From: Erickson, Jimmy [mailto:isrickson@wecoradincbs.com]
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 12:25 PM

To: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcosiahan®@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA & WCCO Radio

Would probably work....put a yes down for us next Wednesday, Probably around 7:20 am or so.....

Thanks!

From: Wilcox, Jahan [mailtoowilcox iahan®@epa gov]
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 11:09 AM

To: Erickson, Jimmy <jerickson@weooradio.chs.com>
Subject: FW: EPA & WCCO Radio

Thanks Jimmy. We'd love to have Administrator Pruitt come by to talk about WOTUS, why we are in Minnesota for the
day. We kindly ask that you don't take calls but open for questions and we would come to the studio.

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 12:04 PM

To: 'Dave.lee@cbsradio.com’ <Diave.leefichsradincom>
Subject: RE: EPA & WCCO Radio

Hey Dave —

Wanted to follow-up on this as we’d really like to bring Pruitt over to WCCO in the morning if you wanted him for a quick
interview.

Jahan

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2017 1:32 PM

To: 'Dave.lee@cbsradio.com’ <Dave. leadiichsradio.com>
Subject: EPA & WCCO Radio

Dave -

My name is Jahan Wilcox and | work at the EPA for Administrator Scott Pruitt. | grew up listening to your show
and think | met your brother in Fargo in 2010 at the radio station there for his weekly financial advice show.
Off-the-record, Administrator Pruitt is likely coming to Minnesota on Wednesday, July 19 to meet with
Governor Dayton about the Waters of the United States (WOTUS). | was curious if you’d be interested in
having Pruitt on your show in 6:30 — 7:00 AM block for 10 minutes. Additionally, you are welcome to ask
about anything else regarding the EPA (including accomplishments, the rollback of the Clean Power Plan or the
decision to leave the Paris Accord). And we would come to the studio for the interview.

o hrips:/Awww ens.govinewsrelesses/epa-us-army-move-rescind-2015-waters-us

e hitnSwwew. duluthnewstribune com/4294506-epa-officiallv-withdraws-wotus-rule

NOTE: A handful of leading golf groups on Tuesday, including PGA of America, National Club Association, and
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the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), joined a Waters Advocacy Coalition of 35
other organizations to fight the EPA's Waters of the U.S. proposal. "We support the Clean Water Act and can
see that there is a need to clarify some of the jurisdictional questions, but this proposed regulation goes too
far,” said Mark Johnson, of the golf course association. The organizations claim the rule would expand the EPA
and Army Corps jurisdiction to include all drainage ditches, storm water ditches, and water storage, as well as
treatment ponds on golf courses. Such an expansion, the golf industry says, would add unnecessary regulatory
burdens and costs that would prevent golf course managers from fighting "routine erocsion” and keeping up
with "best management practices."

Golf industry tees off on Obama's EPA

The Hill

September 9, 2014

hitod fthehilLcom/policy/energy-environment/ 21711 - epa-waters-rule-threatens-the-golf-course-industry-
58Y5

The golf industry is pushing back on an Obama administration proposal that deals with the government's
jurisdiction over bodies over water.

The controversial rule, proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers in
March, asserts the two agencies' authorities over the majority of the nation's streams and wetlands.

A handful of leading golf groups on Tuesday, including PGA of America, National Club Association, and the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), joined a Waters Advocacy Coalition of 35 other
organizations to fight the EPA's Waters of the U.S. proposal.

"We support the Clean Water Act and can see that there is a need to clarify some of the jurisdictional
guestions, but this proposed regulation goes too far," said Mark Johnson, of the golf course association.

The organizations claim the rule would expand the EPA and Army Corps jurisdiction to include all drainage
ditches, storm water ditches, and water storage, as well as treatment ponds on golf courses.

Such an expansion, the golf industry says, would add unnecessary regulatory burdens and costs that would
prevent golf course managers from fighting "routine erosion” and keeping up with "best management
practices."

The EPA's proposal has drawn a firestorm of opposition from farmers and agriculture groups that fear the
government will soon be policing their lands. Republicans have railed against the rule, calling it a massive land

grab.

The House is set to vote on legislation Tuesday that would block the EPA's proposal. The bill is expected to sail
to passage, but chances of it reaching the Senate floor are slim.

The EPA has said the proposal would not expand its authority to protect new types of waters that have been
exempt in the past.

“We are clarifying protection for the upstream waters that are absolutely vital to downstream communities,”
EPA chief Gina McCarthy said when the agency announced the regulation.

The National Wildlife Federation, which supports the EPA's move to clarify its authority, says the proposal
"specifically excludes many man-made ditches, ponds, an irrigation systems."
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The coalition of golf associations, farmers, energy stakeholders and more say the rule should be overturned if
the EPA finalizes its proposal without significant changes.

"The golf industry is a leader for water quality and environmental stewardship," said Chava McKeel, associate
director for GCSAA. "This proposed rule hinders the golf industry in moving forward toward even stronger best
management practices."

The EPA and Army Corps are currently gathering comments from the public on the new standards. That should
wrap up in October. The EPA will then work to finalize the proposal by the middle of next year.

Jahan Wilcox

EPA

Strategic Communications Advisor
Work Ce”:' Personal phone / Ex. 6 E

Work Email: wilcox.iahan@epna.gov
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Message

From: Wilcox, Jahan [wilcox.jahan@epa.gov]
Sent: 7/18/2017 1:44:39 PM
To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Linceln

[ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov];
Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hupp, Millan [hupp.millan@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: EPA & WCCO TV

From: Wilcox, Jahan

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 9:43 AM

To: 'Ellenson, Bess L' <blellenson@wcco.com>

Cc: Graham, Amy <graham.amy®@epa.gov>; Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: EPA & WCCO TV

Bess —

We are looking forward to coming to WCCO-TV tomorrow morning. Again, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is here as part
of his Back-To-Basics Tour where he will specifically talk about the repeal of the Waters of the United States (WOTUS)
rule, and he will also be meeting with Governor Mark Dayton.

Please let us know if there is anything else you need from us.

Who is Scott Pruitt

Official Bio: htns:/ fweww . 2oa.g0v/ aboutens//enas-ardministrator

Scott Pruitt: Politics, baseball and Jesus. “Politics, baseball and Jesus. That's what Scott Pruitt and his friend and
campaign manager Matt Pinnell talked about as they crisscrossed Oklahoma in 2006 trying to get Pruitt elected
lieutenant governor. Politics, baseball and Jesus. With his energy and persistence, they have carried Pruitt to victory and
nursed him through defeat. And they have him on the verge of running the agency many view as the embodiment of
government regulation run amok, the Environmental Protection Agency.” (Tulsa World, 01/16/17)

Scott Pruitt, outspoken and forceful, moves to the center of power within the Trump administration. “Less than four
months ago, Scott Pruitt arrived in Washington with few connections to President Trump’s inner circle and took the
helm of an agency where many employees were openly hostile to him. But the administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency has emerged as one of the most influential policy architects in the president’s Cabinet, a skilled and
sometimes brash lawyer who is methodically taking apart a slew of regulations and agreements affecting a range of
issues, from manufacturing operations to landfills.” (The Washington Past, 06/02/17)

Scott Pruitt’s Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA. “Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types of
administrator to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist—think Christie Todd Whitman (2001-
03)—who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce conservative—think Anne
Gorsuch (1981-83)—who views the agency in a hostile light. Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46,
doesn’t fit either mold. His focus is neither expanding nor reducing regulation. ‘There is no reason why EPA’s role should
ebb or flow based on a particular administration, or a particular administrator,” he says. ‘Agencies exist to administer the
law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA has to do. We're going to do that job.’
You might call him an EPA originalist.” (The Wall Strest Journal, 02/17/17)

WOTUS
Federal water rules are too costly for Minnesota counties. “At the end of May, the U.S. Environmental Protection
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Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published the long-awaited final rule on “Definition of Waters in the
U.s.” — “WOTUS” for short — as an amendment to the Clean Water Act. While the efforts of these agencies are
appreciated, county governments are disappointed with the final result. Minnesota counties are concerned that the new
WOTUS rule increases the scope of the authority of the EPA and the Army Corps — adding costly regulations and
excessive federal government overreach — and that it will greatly affect county governments in southern Minnesota
and across the state. Currently, local and county governments maintain public safety infrastructure around roads and
bridges that keep rising water away from citizens and their property. Local governments use a variety of methods to do
this, including flood control channels, roadside ditches and green infrastructure.” {The Star Tribune, 07/15/15)

“The Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers {the agencies) are proposing
a rule to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining "waters of the
United States" or WOTUS. This action would, when finalized, provide certainty in the interim, pending a second
rulemaking in which the agencies will engage in a substantive re-evaluation of the definition of "waters of the United
States.” The proposed rule would be implemented in accordance with Supreme Court decisions, agency guidance, and
longstanding practice. ‘We a